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PREFACE

On September 25, 1985, Governor George Deukmejian signed into law A.B. 2104
(Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985). This legislation established, under the
administration of the California State Archives, a State Government Oral History
Program "to provide through the use of oral history a continuing documentation of
state policy development as reflected in California's legislative and executive history."

The following interview is one of a series of oral histories undertaken for inclusion in
the state program. These interviews offer insights into the actual workings of both the
legislative and executive processes and policy mechanisms. They also offer an
increased understanding of the men and women who create legislation and implement
state policy. Further, they provide an overview of issue development in California
‘state government and of how both the legislative and executive branches of
government deal with issues and problems facing the state.

Interviewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their contributions to and influence
on the policy process of the state of California. They include members of the
legislative and executive branches of the state government as well as legislative staff,
advocates, members of the media, and other people who played significant roles in
specific issue arcas of major and continuing importance to California.

By authorizing the California State Archives to work cooperatively with oral history
units at California colleges and universities to conduct interviews, this program is
structured to take advantage of the resources and expertise in oral history available
through California's several institutionally based programs.
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The establishment of the California State Archives State Government Oral History
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preservation and documentation of its governmental history. It supplements the often
fragmentary historical written record by adding an organized primary source,
enriching the historical information available on given topics and allowing for more
thorough historical analysis. As such, the program, through the preservation and
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to Pasadena. He attended Trailfinders School for Boys, McKinley Junior High School,
and graduated from high school at what was then John Muir College. He graduated
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Mr. Van de Kamp first ran for public office in 1969. He won the Democratic
primary for the Twenty-seventh Congressional District but lost in the special election to
Barry M. Goldwater Jr. In 1969 and early 1970 he served as staff director in Jesse M.
Unruh’s 1970 run for governor. During the summer of 1970 he returned to Washington
to work as a special assistant to the President’s Commission on Campus Unrest.

In 1971, Mr. Van de Kamp was selected as the first Federal Public Defender in
Los Angeles by the Judicial Council of the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. As the first
Federal Public Defender, he hired lawyers and support personnel to represent
defendants charged with federal crimes who could not afford adequate legal counsel.

The Los Angeles Board of Supervisors appointed Mr. Van de Kamp Los Angeles
District Attorney in October of 1975 after the death of Joseph P. Busch. He was
subsequently elected to the position in 1976 and easily won re-election in 1980. During
his tenure as district attorney, Mr. Van de Kamp created units that focused on specific
issues including gangs, sexual assault, domestic violence, child abuse, career criminals,
and set in place programs to help victims and witnesses of crime, as well as establishing
a unit to respond to cases of police officer-involved shootings.

In 1983, Mr. Van de Kamp became California Attorney General after winning the
1982 election against George Nicholson. He served as Attorney General until 1991.
While Attorney General his administration gave new emphasis to environmental,
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Rights Division. Inthe area of law enforcement the Attorney General’s Office helped to
modernize the Department of Justice’s scientific and technological resources, including
developing the Cal-ID Prograni and the use of DNA in investigations. The Attorney
General’s Office sponsored the 1986 Trial Court Delay Reduction Act and the 1987
California ATDS Drug Testing Program, and was instrumental in helping to pass the
1989 Assault Weapons Bill

Mr. Van de Kamp ran for governor in the 1990 election losing the Democratic
candidacy to Dianne Feinstein in the June primary. After leaving the office of attorney
general at the end of 1990, he joined the firm of Dewey Ballantine LLP and became Of
Counsel in 1996. Since leaving public office he has been involved in a number of public
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[Session 1, July 21, 2003]

[Begin. Tape 1, Side A]

YATES:

VAN DE XAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

As we were talking briefly about how we were going to get started
today, we typically start with a general background, from the very
beginning, in fact, of asking where and when were you born.
Born February 7, 1936 at the Huntington Memorial Hospital in
Pasadena.
] know where that is. Now, let me ask you a little bit about your
parents. First of all, their names, for the record?
My mother’s name was Georgie E. Kalar. My middle name is Kalar.
My father’s name was Harry Joseph Van de Kamp.
And where were they from originally?
My mother was born and raised in Salinas, and met my father while
she was a third grade schoolteacher down in Fullerton back in the late
twenties, early thirties.

My father was born and raised in Milwaukee, and with his
family, I think while he was still in high school, moved out to
Pasadena. So he had lived in Pasadena since probably about 1918,

something in that vicinity.



YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES;

Do you know why they moved from Milwaukee?

Well, [ know my father never wanted to go back to Milwaukee, it was
so cold. But the family came out primarily because there was business
here. My father’s sister’s husband [Lawrence L. Frank] had gotten
into the bakery business with one of my father’s brothers, Theodore
[J.] Van de Kamp, sometime in the late teens, and so, really the whole
family moved out. There were two brothers on my father’s side, and
he lived with a couple of sisters on South El Molino [Avenue] in
Pasadena, which is a house that stayed in the family for, oh, close to
probably sixty, seventy years.

So it seemed a good opportunity, Los Angeles in general, in terms of
for a business?

Yes. It was a place of opportunity, I think, for everybody. And they
made a great success out of the bakery business. The so-called Van de
Kamp bakeries became a landmark in southern California until they
sold out in the middle fifties. You had freestanding stores with
windmills, Dutch girl hostesses, or salespersons, in costume, if you
will. And later they went into self-service after World War II. Well,
even till today you will see Van de Kamp bakery products. You’ll see
them in the remnants of the Alpha Beta stores, because Alpha Beta
bought out the Van de Kamp’s name after a successor-owner to my
father’s family organization went into bankruptcy.

I’ve seen them at Ralphs.



VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

It is Ralphs. Ralphs is a successor to Alpha Beta. And what they did
is they bought out the name in bankruptcy, the Van de Kamp’s name
and all the recipes, and so they have their central baking facility, and I
guess they produce it from there, and then sell it through their stores.
But our family sold out in the middle fifties.

But you said your father. . . . Was he actually part of the Van de
Kamp’s bakery business?

No. My father was the youngest member of the family, and he had
some kind of bad experience along the line. I think he worked at the
bakery for a little bit, and decided that he was going to be on his own.
And when I was born, he was a teller at the Security First National
Bank in Altadena, and was there for. . . . Gosh, I would imagine he
worked there for close to twenty. . . . Not twenty years, probably ten,
fifteen years.

Out of curiosity, what was his schooling?

Father went to high school—no college—graduated from Pasadena
High School.

How did your mother’s family end up in Salinas?

I don’t know the full story, but they had come out, I believe, in large
measure from West Virginia, and had settled there. My grandfather
[James D. Kalar], I believe, was the county clerk in Monterey County
for a number of years until he retired because of illness. They lived on

Front Street in Salinas. My mother, who just passed away on May 5th



YATES:
VAN DE KAMP:
YATES:
VAN DE KAMP:
YATES:
VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

of this year, was in school with John Steinbeck, to give you a sense of
her time. Steinbeck was about three years older than she was, but she
remembered him, as a lot of people did, as the bad boy in the high
school in Salinas,

Anyway, she was the oldest of her siblings. They’re all sisters,
She had three sisters, and she was the oldest, and went to San Jose
State Teachers College, graduated from there, then went south to
teach.
Do you know how she ended up teaching in Fullerton?
I don’t know how she ended up there.
Somehow.
Somechow, yes.
Now, how did your parents meet?
I think they probably met on a blind date, through a mutual friend.
Because Fullerton and Pasadena aren’t necessarily right next to each
other, especially then.
Right. I think one of my father’s best friends, a man by the name of
Freddy Fox, who later became a screenwriter and a cartoonist, may |
have introduced them along the line. They married, I believe, in about
1933, if I’m not mistaken, which, of course, is right in the middle of
the Depression.
And did your mother have to give up her teaching position at that point

because she got married?



VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:
VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

She did, and they bought a house in Altadena. Somebody left them a
little bit of money, and up on North Holliston Avenue, right near
Calaveras Street, and it’s a house that they had till 1948. And I grew
up there. That’s where I was. ..

You said it was in Altadena?

Yes.

So they did OK. They were doing well enough that they could
somehow manage to have a house?

I think the house. . . . I think that you buy a house back then for
$7,500, with a mortgage, right? That’s included in the 7,500.

How did they do during the Depression?

My father continued working at the Security First National Bank,
which became, what, Security Pacific [Bank], and then First Interstate?
That’s what I remember it [being].

Yes. But that’s what it was then. And, you know, they made epds
meet. When the war came, World War II. . . . In fact, [ remember
Pearl Harbor Day, I was five years old then, and we had a family
gathering at my father’s and mother’s home in Altadena, and
everybody came up, and there was all the talk about Pearl Harbor and
what lied ahead. About that time, he started to fill in working at our
family restaurants, and he was just beyond the age group for a call-up
for service. In fact, he was a warden, an air raid warden, during World

War II in our neighborhood. And he started to work over at Lawry’s



YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:~

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

The Prime Rib, which is the family restaurant that they had put a little
money. . . . Another relative had died and they were able to put a little
bit of money into it. And frankly, that bit of money probably ended up
getting me through college and law school, and it was a very
successful venture for them in many ways financially. And today the
restaurant business is still going strong.

But he started work over there as assistant manager, and then
helped manage the place, and he worked over there until he died, back
in 1977.

I’m sorry, you said that happened right around ‘forty . . .

It was about the beginning . . .

The beginning of the war, of our entering the war.

Yes. [The] Second [World] War.

I know you were born.in 1936. You said they were married in ’33.
You have siblings?

I have a sister, Gretchen [Van de Kamp], who was born in 1939.

OK. So there were the two of you. You’re the older of the two. And
when you mention the Depression, of course, you’re right on the edge
of that in terms of what you remember, but what was it like growing
up in, I guess, Altadena? I was going to say Pasadena, but you said
you grew up in Altadena, really. Right?

Yes. For the first twelve years of my life, I grew up in Altadena, and

what I remember about it was not really the Depression, because these



YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

would be the later years of the Depression, but it was a very family-
oriented neighborhood where the kids would go out in the summer and
play Kick the Can. 1had two friends of my age who lived just across
the street. We've been friends until this day, actually. When my
mother died recently, one of the guys called me up. Thadn’t seen him
for a while.

It was a very nice neighborhood to grow up in, and, you know, I
don’t think we really felt the Depression very much. My mother and
father did, because my father, having been a banker, was always
worried about every dollar that was made, and was very prudent in the
way he dealt with his money. And my mother was the same way. She
was worried until she died that she would never have enough to take
care herself, even though she was very comfortable financially when
she passed away. So clearly it left a scarring experience, you know,
for them. They grew up in a different era than my daughter [Diana
Van de Kamp] is. And so I think I picked up a little bit of that,
probably some of my penurious habits.

Well, what about your mom’s family? Did the Depression have a big
impact on them?

1 don’t know. Idon’t know that much about it.

So it was her experiences primarily that really. . . . She felt it herself,

and your father?



VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

I don’t know whether she had a scholarship when she went to San Jose
State, that was a state school, so it couldn’t have cost all that much.
My grandfather died, I believe it was either *38 or 41, My two
grandfathers [James D. Kalar and Henry Van de Kamp] both passed
away within about three years of one another.

So you didn’t really know them.

No. SoIdon’t know quitec what was left behind financially. Iknow
that my grandmother [Clara “Mama Kadie” Kalar] lived on Front
Street for many years, and then another sister [Geraldine Mahoney]
had sort of watched over her in Salinas, a sister who had stayed there.
And then she—my grandmother—passed away. . . . Gosh, the sixties?
Something like that.

Well, it sounds like a great place to grow up, Altadena. I mean it still
seems like a great place to this day. I’m sure it’s changed quite a bit.
But what was your family life like?

Well, my father. . . . I’'m trying to remember his work schedule. It
changed over the years. It depends on, you know, what one
remembers.

Sure.

My father was a tennis player, and he used to play tennis. He was a
great smoker all of his life, and he used to play tennis with his
cigarette in his mouth, the goddamnedest thing I’ve ever seen. But

when I was a kid, about nine years old, I started to play tennis, and so



YATES:

for a number of years, I’d say three or four years, I was playing
tournament tennis. My father essentially had taken me up to some
public courts and taught me how to play.

He had founded, along with some of his friends, a club called the
Altadena Town and Country Club, which was an old place that had
been run down. Originally it was on the edge of a golf course in
Altadena, right around the corner from where we lived. In fact, during
World War II, my friends and I would build bunkers on the side of the
hill overlooking the course, to basically take out the German tanks that
were coming across the golf course. Right?

The golf course had gone to hell during the war, and just after the
war—there were a couple of tennis courts there—my father and some
friends started to play tennis up there, and then they started the club,
which later got repaired and was put in pretty good shape. And they
used to have some very good tennis tournaments. They built
additional tennis courts, and I played a fair amount of tennis up there
as a kid and used to ball-boy in tournaments. I remember ball-boying
for Maureen Connelly at one time when she was a fairly junior
champion. She was eighteen. She became the Wimbledon champion
a couple years later.

So a lot of my early years were spent playing tennis.

I know that area has had a lot of tennis activity going on, didn’t it?
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They would have a pretty good tournament up there, and I played in
mostly public stuff. I never went over town or played in the fancy
tournaments. But I played playground tennis, and had some friends
that played there, and I was OK for a while. But then I gave it up fora
few year, and picked it up later playing on the tennis teams at
McKinley [Junior High School] and [John] Muir [College].

When I was about nine, I went to a private school in Altadena
called the Trailfinders [School for Boys], which had a big influence on
my life.

So up until that point, you’d been goingtoa. ..

Went to a public school, Altadena Elementary School, through, I
guess, the fourth grade. And then. ...

And then you said you went to Trailfinders.

I skipped half a grade while I was at Altadena. So I guess when [ was
about nine I'went up to Trailfinders, which was literally right up the
street, on El Molino and Mariposa [Street]. And it was a school that
was developed by a couple, a man by the name of Harry [C.] James
and his wife, Grace Clifford James, and it was basically a school of
about forty students. I would say two-thirds of them lived in. They
had a pretty good piece of property there on that corner, with
playgrounds, and cages for birds and animals.

But it was essentially an outdoor school, where every two weeks

you’d go camping. And so at nine, ten, you’re going out, camping
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overnight. On occasion you’d have to cook your own meals, you
know, you have to make your fireplace and cook your own meals—
part of the self-reliance development program.

And then in the summers, they had six-week summer camping
trips where we would go to places like Tuolumne Meadows up in
Yosemite [National Park], the back country of Yosemite, and spend
four weeks there, then two weeks at Tenaya Lake, which is just a little
bit lower. You go out climbing every other day. The day in between
you’d be in camp cleaning your clothes. They had a little bucket, not
actually a bucket, a ceramic thing that you’d do your blue jeans in,
and, you know, take care of your belongings. And it was a very good
experience, I mean in terms of self-reliance.

Yes. It sounds wonderful.

One year we went to the Hopi Indian country, then up to Zion
[National Park], and Bryce [Canyon National Park], and the Grand
Tetons. And we did some serious climbing in the Grand Tetons. I
mean, here are kids twelve, thirteen, fourteen, climbing the Grand
Teton, which is a serious climb.

1 was going to ask you. So there are about forty students at this
school?

Forty students in the school, and we’d have twenty to thirty that might
go out in the summer camp.

And what were the age ranges then?
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Well, usually nine to fifteen, that group.
How did you end up going there?
My parents had heard about it, and they thought it would be a very
good learning experience. We had small classes. The main teacher,
Mrs. James, was one of the really wonderful, great teachers of all time.
And it was a good experience because you’d show up in the morning
at seven-thirty. I’d walk to school most of the time, which is not very
far from where I lived, maybe a mile and a half, and the first thing,
you’d be placed on a work assignment, where you had to clean out the
cactus garden—that was one of the unhappier jobs—or clean out the
area where the rabbits were being kept, or the trails, or whatever. So
you had work assignments that would be varied.

Then maybe half an hour later you would then report in to the
library, and then into the living room, where you’d get the newspaper
read to you for about fifteen or twenty minutes. And then you’d hear
classical music for another twenty, twenty-five minutes. That’s how
you’d start your day. So you’d be in class, let’s say, at eight forty-five,
nine o’clock, after you’d had a full dose of the current world events
from the newspapers, as well as a dose of music appreciation.
Classical music—you’d be hearing anywhere from Sibelius. . . . I
mention Sibelius because Sibelius was still alive, and we used to send
cigars to Sibelius for his birthday—to Mahler.

Did you ever hear back from Sibelius?
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He’d write a thank-you note. The opera. The opera would come to
town and a bunch of us would go to the opera. It was a wonderful way
to expose kids to a much broader part of life than you would normally
get. And it was not an expensive school. It was fairly rough and ready
in terms of the accoutrements.

And then the rest of your day would be, you’d have . ..

Classes. Regular classes.

Regular subjects that you studied.

Yes, that’s right. And, you know, we had some great success stories
of people that came out of that school, botanists, geologists. But
above all, one of the common features of the people that came out of
the school was a real love for the environment and conservation,
national parks, camping, and that kind of thing.

I was going to ask you what you got out of going there.

Well, it helped me a lot, in terms of policy interests, particularly in
park preservation. You know, one of the things I think that I did OK
as attorney general was in the environmental protection area. I was
honored to be involved with the Nature Conservancy at a time when
they dedicated a number of their new parks here in California. Ring
Mountain, for example, or down at. . . . In fact, right behind you
there’s a picture there down near Temecula—what is the name of the
area?—but it’s up on this beautiful arca of vernal pools that has been

expanded. It’s the Santa Rosa Plateau. That picture came from a
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developer who we stopped from developing down there, and who later
gave five hundred to a thousand acres to the Nature Conservancy so
they could expand their protected area down there.

And just for the record, since the tape recorder can’t see this, it’s a
beautiful photo of . . .

It’s a photo of a large—it looks like Engelmann Oak.

It’s beautiful.

In the middle of a field. It’s very plain. That had to be given to me
after I left office, because anything that was given to me before was
verboten.

So this experience at this school, it sounds like really instilled a great
love of nature.

Yes. That all sounds a little corny, but the outdoors, certainly.

Yes. It gave you an appreciation.

And preservation.

I wanted to ask you a little bit more about your family life. You talked
about time you spent with your dad. What about with your mother and
how ...

Well, let me finish with my father, because we’d play tennis—my
father loved sports—we’d go to the track meets together. My father
had been a runner, despite his smoking, when he’d been a kid.

You said he smoked while he played tennis.

14
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would go down to the Owl Softball games down at Brookside Park in
Pasadena in the middle of the summer. This was a big family event.
Or we’d go out to picnics on weekends, when [ was not out with the
Trailfinders. So, you know, we’d basically get in the car a lot of times,
even on a weekend, and get out for the day and take a picnic lunch,
and hike, walk, swim, whatever.

My mother, who was quite a remarkable person, had given up
teaching to basically raise my sister and myself. And my mother was a
good athlete. She was a fine swimmer, loved to go to the ocean and
surf, and she played some tennis, she even played a little golf, and was
a very good cook, very outgoing and aggressive. When my sister went
to college, and after I was away at college, she went back to teach.

She went to teach over at Anoakia in Arcadia and essentially started,
or expanded, a life of her own.

She was co-founder of a major arts program in Pasadena; she was
president of the Pasadena Philharmonic; she was involved with the
Claremont Colleges, I think the organization was called the
Colloquium. And this was a time when women’s liberation was not a
word that was even talked about, but my mother, just through dint of
personality, and maybe a little pushiness, had a very busy life. She

was also a gardener and became one of the really fine amateur
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horticulturists. She became the treasurer of the American Horticultural
Society, and also was active in the Pacific Horticulture Society.

When my father passed away in 1977, she, who was then
involved in Descanso Gardens, was able to get some seed money
together and raised over a million dollars to build a hall over there,
which is their all-purpose hall as you come into Descanso Gardens,
where they have their camellia shows.

I’ve seen that, yes.

They surprised her at the end of the day by naming it [Georgie] Van de
Kamp Hall. It was a surprise. I don’t think that was what she had in
mind, although she loved every minute of that when that occurred.

But that’s a beautiful building. We had a local architect, in fact, a
fellow who went to school with me, Barry Berkus from Santa Barbara,
who did the architectural work on the building. It’s very much like a
[Charles] Greene and [Henry] Greene building, which ties in very
nicely with the architecture around Pasadena.

And about a week before she died—I don’t know that she ever
saw the letter—Supervisor [Michael D.] Antonovich sent her a letter
saying, “Dear Georgie, I want you to know that the board has
appropriated money to fix up the hall.” So that hall was built in 1982,
thereabouts, and now twenty years later they had to do some deferred

maintenance.
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But, anyway, just to go a little bit further about her life, she, as a
mother, she was very concerned about our grades. She very much
wanted us to succeed and watched us like a hawk in that sense. And if
I got a bad report card I would know about it.

She was at one time trying to get me to go into the foreign
service, and get trained to be a public officer in the State Department.
She was very involved in when I went off looking for college and this
kind of thing, because she. . . . And my father, too, wanted to make
sure that my sister and I had every educational benefit that they didn’t
have. She was probably the first in her family to go to college. My
father never did. He never did primarily because of the economics of
the time and of the family. And, of course, going to college was more
normal by the time I went, than in his era.

Their generation.

Yes. Their generation. It was sortof . ..

Especially for your mother, to go to college, to go to Teachers College.
Yes.

Did your sister go to Trailfinders?

No. My sister went to public school—Artroyo Seco [Elementary
School]. We moved to Pasadena, down on La Loma Road, in 1948,
So my sister went to public school, and then went to Mayfield for a
number of years—the junior school—and then ultimately went up to a

school called Castilleja, up in Palo Alto. And when I was in law
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school, I’d go over and see her. She was a boarder. Then she went on
to Garland [Junior College], in Boston, for a couple of years.

She served a term—1I don’t know quite how this all worked out—
with the Ford Model Agency in New York. I’ve seen her book.
Somebody put it together last year. She had an Audrey Hepburn-like
neck, and some of the pictures of her at that age, when she was twenty-
one, twenty-two, are just absolutely gorgeous.

Sounds like she took quite a route through school. She went to a
number of different places.

Yes. Well, yes. Mayfield’s in Pasadena, so, you know, she spent most
of her time there, and then she went to Castilleja, which is a boarding
school in Palo Alto.

So how many years did you go to Trailfinders?

I was there for a total of four years. I skipped the eighth grade. Sol
was there for four years.

And why did you skip eighth grade?

I guess they felt I was ready for it, that I didn’t need to do it. So the

result was I was sixteen when I graduated from high school.

Well, now, I read somewhere you went back to, for the last couple of
years, to public high school. Is that right?

1did. When I finished Trailfinders, it was the ninth grade. I went to
McKinley Junior High School in Pasadena, and then to John Muir

College, they called it. It was a two-year high school, eleventh and



YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

YATES:

VAN DE KAMP:

19

twelfth grades, and two years of junior college. I did the two years In
high school before I went to Dartmouth [College].

Isee. And what was your experience like at John Muir?

It was good. I was young for my class, but I was elected to the Student
Council. Iplayed tennis, a lot, and varied between number one or two
on the tennis team. I played on the golf team. In my second year
there, I took a lot of junior college courses, which were useful ina
number of ways because I was dealing with older people in 1y class,
and getting some more sophisticated kinds of classes to go to.

But I got involved in student affairs there, and enjoyed it. I just
went back to my fiftieth high school reunion a couple of months ago.
My old doubles partner from high school Bill Travers, who has been a
geology professor at Cornell [University] and runs a natural gas
company out of Carpentaria, came down for it, and [I] saw a lot of
people that I knew from back then.

What were you interested in at that point academically? If you can
pinpoint anything.

I was headed for a liberal arts education and was interested in
government and politics, and to a certain extent, history, literature.
Did you have any teachers at John Muir that really had any impact on
you?

Yes. I think the one teacher that many of us enjoyed, and I think he’s

still alive, is a man by the name of George Feinstein, who taught
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literature. What he did was rather useful. You’d come into class, after
reading the homework assignment, and immediately he’d say, “Fine. I
want you to write a. . . . I’'m going to give you eight minutes to write
an essay on x.” Something about what you’d read. And so, you know,
you’d have to grind something out. And then we’d talk about it, and
go back and forth in the class. And the class had very bright people,
many of whom went on to college.

And what he did, though, was to get you to do it. There’s no
better experience for college than writing, and just doing it. I mean,
sure, getting criticized for when you're off-base, or your grammar’s
bad, but also learning how to put things in some kind of order.
Because I found in college the most useful talent to have was the
ability to write exams, to write papers, and that kind of experience was
invaluable. And the only way you can write well, in my view, I guess
some people are just naturally talented at expressing themselves, is to
just do it and do it and do it. And so that was enormously helpful.
And also the classes were fun. He was a great Mark Twain devotee,
and I think still writes letter to the Pasadena Star-News. He’s one of
those lifelong letter writers. He’s retired now, but a very interesting
marn.

Well, I was thinking about the period that you were growing up, and
you mentioned a family function where people were talking about

Pear] Harbor. And, of course, you were a little bit on the young side,
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but I was wondering how much interest you or your family had in
following what was going on during World War IL

Well, I was what. . ..

You were a little young.

I was a little young then. I guess I was five years old, but I remember
that day very well because people were talking about it and people
were frightened. Then during the war, I started to read, very early, so
the first thing I would do would be to run and get the newspaper. 1
remember following the war, especially in the Mediterranean, very
closely, day after day after day. You’d see these propaganda movies,
but you’d also follow the war very carefully.

You'’re talking about the movies, like you’d go see if you went to see a
picture?

The.Sands of Iwo Jima, or Thirty Seconds over Tokyo. Those are two
pretty good movies, by the way. But you saw a lot of propaganda stuff
about the war. Movies became a staple of our life.

What about your family, or as a group, your parents? You and your
sister would have been really young, but I'm thinking, would there be
lots of discussion about things at the dinner table?

Yes. Usually, in those years, we would have dinner together. Later
my father would have dinner over at the restaurant with the co-
workers, and then get home, and sometimes he’d sit down and have a

drink with us. So yes. It would be a time when my mother would
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make dinner regularly, so it was not a thing where it’s just done on the
fly. You sit at the regular dining room table and have dinner and chat
about whatever had happened during the course of the day, which is, I
think, a very valuable thing for families to do, and doesn’t happen
much anymore because families are so busy.

Right. Everybody’s got different activities. What about their political
leanings—your parents?

Well, my mother was a Franklin [D.] Roosevelt Democrat, and my
father was a Republican—I think he voted for Franklin Roosevelt once
and said he’d never vote for him again. And I think I may have been
one of the very few Democrats that he ever voted for. But his family
was very conservative. In terms of unions, the Van de Kamp bakeries
were picketed, had really some violent labor problems back in the
forties. Fortunately, my father was not involved in that. But his
family was just very anti-union at that time.

My father was probably more moderate than his brothers in some
ways. I mean, he voted for people like [Thomas H.] Tom Kuchel, who
was a moderate Republican, and, you know, he crossed the line, I’'m
sure, once or twice, but he was economically a Republican.

My mother, on the other hand, had strong social values, certainly
civil rights, and supported the kinds of issues that I think the
Democrats have worked for for a long time. My father, on the civil

rights front, was, I don’t know if you’d call him liberal, but certainly
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was extraordinarily open. People who came to his funeral from the

restaurants, people that he’d sat down to dinner with for years, were

the guys who worked in the kitchen, the waitresses, you know, regular

working-stiff kinds of people that my father had a lot of respect for.
And one of the things I’ve always been proudest of about my

father’s family is that in terms of openness, The Prime Rib, long

before most restaurants in Los Angeles were available to African

Americans, was very open. So the Tom Bradleys from the early times

of their life were always very welcome, were and are to this day, and

we helped break a ot of ground in Los Angeles in that sense.

So it sounds like your father, in his own way, was not of the same bent

as the rest of his family.

Well, in that area, I don’t think the family was ever out of the

mainstream.

Oh, OK. So there were those. . . . It was sort of moderate.

Yes. It got to civil rights issues, I don’t think. . . . Maybe not on

welfare or on economics issues or tax issues or union issues, for some

reason.

So this wasn’t just your father; it was the rest of the Van de Kamp

family.

Yes. I think his brothers were quite conservative in their own ways,

but I think, again, on civil rights, I think they were pretty good. My

father’s sister married Lawrence [L.] Frank, who was Jewish, and we
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were in business, the two families, the Frank and Van de Kamp
families, we’re still in business now, eighty-four years later, which is
quite remarkable. And there’s never been an issue there with the two
families.

Well, speaking of religion, that’s one thing T didn’t ask you about, if
you grew up with religion playing a role in your family.

Well, my mother was a Presbyterian. My father was a Catholic. And
my mother had promised when she was married that she would raise
her children in the Catholic church, and so my sister and I were. I
never went to Catholic school, but I did go through religious catechism
training over at Mayfield. When we moved down to Pasadena in
about 48, I was volunteered to mow the lawns over at the Mayfield
Senior School. They’d just gotten this school from the Strub family,
and in so in return for that, I got my catechism there and I had my
confirmation there. I think was the only male in the confirmation
class.

However, my mother. . . . I went to a couple of Presbyterian
camps—and my mother, strangely enough, about a year before she
died, told me that she wanted to be buried in the Catholic church. She
never converted, per se, but when she died in May of this year, I made
sure that her funeral services were conducted in the local Catholic

church outside of Paso Robles.
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Interesting. College. You mentioned about your mom taking, of
course, an interest, and your father, too, of where you were going to
go. I assume that you assumed you were going to go to college. That
wasn’t a question.

No. Idid. Well, in high school, I was a member of the California
Scholarship Federation, and [my] grades were pretty good. ButI
started very early. With some help from my mother I got Lovejoy[ ’s]
catalog, which listed all the schools in the country. Thad pretty well
decided I was going to go to a small liberal arts kind of college, and
looked at places like Wabash [College] and Oberlin [College] and
some schools in the Midwest and eventually got interested in
Dartmouth, because of its outdoors reputation. The Dartmouth Outing
Club takes a lot of the young people back into the wilderness, there’s
skiing, and all the rest. It’s a small school, and it really ultimately was
the first school on my selection list, and I was lucky enough to get
accepted there.

So you started Dartmouth in. . . .

In *52.

"Fifty-two. OK. That’s a long way from home.

Yes. In fact, we drove back there from California. We took a cross-
country trip.

Before you actually started there?
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First year, We took our time. I remember we stopped at. . . . The first
night out was at Las Vegas.

What was that like?

Well, it was the old days. We stayed at the El Rancho Vegas. I'll
never forget going into the barbershop. And my father was either
getting a haircut or a shave. I mean, it was great to go into that
barbershop because I wasn’t sure whether we saw Bugsy Siegel, or
someone like him. The people there were quite different.

But we somehow ended up in Santa Fe, and I remember my
father, who used to carry around his bottle of Old Crow, decided to ask
me, “Would you like to have a drink?” Sure. And so [ started my
drinking career at age sixteen.

On Old Crow.

‘Which was very useful. My father was a bourbon drinker, and so there
was nothing extraordinary about drinking by the time I went back to
Dartmouth.

How long did you take to make the trip?

We must have taken, I’d say about ten days or so. It was almost like a
family vacation. And we went through Saratoga, Rutland, and then
into Dartmouth. So they had a chance to see it. And I think they felt
they had something invested not only in me, but in the place, which
was nice, because they came back for my graduation years later.

But getting back to this drinking thing . . .
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OK. You were talking about your. . ..

The drinking thing was a valuable lesson. You know, my father took
the mystery out of it, just by, “Have a drink with me.” No big deal.
When I got back to Dartmouth, I was sixteen, most the guys in my
class were eighteen, they’d come out of Phillips [Academy] Andover,
Phillips Exeter [Academy]. What is it? Ikeep getting the two
confused. Exeter and Phillips Andover, I guess it 1s, the two known
prep schools. You know, for the first couple of weeks, the drinking
that went on there, kids were just getting bombed every night. It was
as if suddenly they’d been let out of their cages—they’d never had a
drink before, and now they had absolute freedom.

For me, it wasn’t a big deal. And I made sure that I passed on the
lesson to my own daughter. I gave her a glass of wine when she was
in her mid-teens and did not make a big deal out of it.

Right. Instead of going off to college. . . .

I’1l never forget one night, we had some friends in, and she was
drinking champagne, and she, as you can with champagne, drank too
much, and learned a good lesson. Fortunately it was right at our

house. [Laughter]
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Right. Tknow, of course, this is obvious to you, but I keep thinking, of
course, Dartmouth was an all-male college. Not that that matters, but
did that have any bearing on where y