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PREFACE

On Sept enber 25, 1985, CGovernor Ceorge Deuknejian signed
into law A B. 2104 (Chapter 965 of the Statutes of 1985).
This | egislation established, under the adm nistration of
the California State Archives, a State Governnent O al

Hi story Program "to provide through the use of oral

hi story a continuing docunentation of state policy

devel opnent as reflected in California's |egislative

and executive history."

The following interviewis one of a series of oral

hi stories undertaken for inclusion in the state program
These interviews offer insights into the actual workings
of both the | egislative and executive processes and policy
mechani snms. They al so of fer an increased understandi ng of
the nen and wonen who create | egislation and i npl enent
state policy. Further, they provide an overview of issue
devel opnent in California state governnent and of how both
the | egislative and executive branches of governnent deal
with issues and problens facing the state.

| ntervi ewees are chosen primarily on the basis of their
contributions to and influence on the policy process of
the state of California. They include nenbers of the

| egi sl ative and executive branches of the state governnent
as well as legislative staff, advocates, nenbers of the
medi a, and ot her people who played significant roles in
specific issue areas of nmajor and continuing inportance to
Cal i f orni a.

By authorizing the California State Archives to work
cooperatively with oral history units at California
col l eges and universities to conduct interviews, this
programis structured to take advantage of the resources
and expertise in oral history available through
California's several institutionally based prograns.



Participating as cooperating institutions in the State
Governnment Oral History Program are:

Oral History Program
Hi st ory Depart nent
California State University, Fullerton

Oral History Program
Center for California Studies
California State University, Sacranmento

Oral History Program

Cl arenmont Graduat e School

Regional Oral H story Ofice

The Bancroft Library

Uni versity of California, Berkeley

Oral History Program
University of California, Los Angel es

The establishment of the California State Archives State
Governnent Oral History Program marks one of the npst
significant commtnments nmade by any state toward the
preservati on and docunentation of its governnental his-
tory. It supplenments the often fragnentary historica
witten record by adding an organi zed primary source,
enriching the historical information available on given
topics and allowing for nore thorough historical analysis.
As such, the program through the preservation and
publication of interviews such as the one which foll ows,
wi ||

be of lasting value to current and future generations of
schol ars, citizens, and | eaders.

John F. Burns
State Archivi st

July 27, 1988
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Tom Bane was born in Los Angeles, California, on
Decenber 28, 1913. During his early chil dhood, Bane
attended nunerous el enmentary schools throughout California
because the fam |y noved frequently while his father,
Howard Kel ly Bane, was a state hi ghway inspector.
Eventually the famly returned to Los Angel es and then
settled in Burbank. Bane graduated from Burbank Hi gh
School in 1932.

After conpleting high school, Bane attended Los Angel es
City College. He then obtained a position in the mai
departnent at Bul | ocks- W1 shire departnent store, continu-
ing his education by attending classes at night. He net
his first wife, Claire Louise Brown, while working at
Bul | ocks-W 1l shire. They married in 1939, made their hone in
Bur bank, and had a son, Bruce WIIliam Bane. In 1980, Bane
married Marl ene L. Rothstein.

Prior to beconming active in state politics, M. Bane
obtained a position as a United States postal carrier and
then as an insurance agent for Fireman's Fund | nsurance
Compani es. Meanwhil e, he becane involved in the Los Angel es
County Denocratic Conmittee. He was first elected to the
California State Assenbly as a representative for the
Forty-second District in 1958, a position he served in
until 1964. 1In 1964 he also participated as a delegate to
t he Denocratic National Convention and served on the
convention's Credentials Commttee. After naking an
unsuccessful bid for Congress in 1964, Bane worked in the
savings and | oan industry for the next decade. He returned
to the assenbly in 1974 after being elected to represent
the Fortieth District. He retired fromthe assenbly in
1989.

During his assenbly tenure, Bane chaired the Commttee
on Industrial Relations, the Commttee on Rules, and the
Joint Conmittee on Rules. He also chaired the Sel ect
Conmittee on Genetic Diseases and the Governnent al
Organi zation Subcomm ttee on General Services Contracting
Policies. In addition, Bane was a founder of the
California Constitution Revision Conm ssion and played a
major role in drafting the revision of Article IV of the
state constitution. 1In 1966 the electorate approved the
revi sion, which provided for a full-time |egislature and
al l oned both houses to set legislators' salaries. From
1978 until 1985 he was assistant speaker pro tenpore. 1In
addition to his political career, Bane was active in the
Nat i onal Lupus Foundation and the Cty of Hope.



[ Session 1, Decenber 3, 1994]

[Begin Tape 1, Side Al

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI
BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

M. Bane, shall we begin this interview w th your
roots, as far back as you can renenber?

" ma native son.

Born in California.

Born in California. Never lived any place el se
besi des California.

Real | y?

And ny father [Howard Kelly Bane] was a state

hi ghway i nspect or.

Where were you born?

I n Los Angel es.

Very, very native then. [Laughter] And when
were you born?

Ni neteen thirteen. The sanme year incone tax cane
in.

[ Laughter] Did you draw any concl usions from

t hat coi nci dence?

| guess they figured it was going to be expensive



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

to raise nme. |[Laughter] M father was the state
hi ghway i nspector, and we noved around four tines
a year.

That often?

And, going through the country, I was a new kid
in school. | was just alittle kid too. | was
very small. A nervous little kid, you know. And

inthe little country schools, a newconer is
really a newconer. So the first recess, why--and
it happened every tine--the kids would gang
around nme, and of course, | was scared.

So they were testing you out?

| don't know what they were doing, but they
weren't welcomng ne. Pretty soon the bully of
the class cane forward, so we ended up with a
fight. O course, as far as the principal was
concerned, it was all ny fault.

It's a tough way to grow up.

| guess the first recollection | had, which |I've
never forgotten, was in one place the principal
apparently viewed what was going on out the

wi ndow, and she called nme in. She had a great
big whip, black whip, a great big thing--it

probably isn't as big as | renmenber [Laughter]--



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

hanging on the wall. She took that down and she
just wanted nme to know. | took a | ook at that
thing, and I went out the door, ran across the
yard, junped the fence, and went hone.

[ Laught er ]

A very reasonable thing to do.

And | wouldn't go back to school. M poor father
had to drive ne out to another school in the
country a little ways, to go to another school.
|'"d say |I've never forgotten that. | can still

see that big whip.

Jeez.
But that went on at every school. It was always
a gang of kids at first recess, and | | earned

what discrimnation was. [Laughter]

Truly. Just based on newness.

Yeah. And | was different. | was a new kid, and
so it was a very difficult life in that respect.
And you were noving around quite a bit then. You
were a new kid on a pretty regul ar basis.

| guess one reason |'ve never noved much since is
that | still have those fears when | go into new
ci rcunstances, a new neeting, you know. And it

took me a long tine to get over nost of that.



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

Yeah.

|"mnot sure why | ran for assenbly. How I got
into politics was rather strange because...

Can | ask you, before you nmention that, what your
fam |y background was, how far back you can trace
your famly?

Well, my nother [Mary Murray Bane], | think, was
i n Washi ngton, D.C., which was where they |ived.
My not her was wel | educated. She, | think, was
full -blooded Irish and ny father was a Scotch-

I rish-English m xture.

And their famlies had been here for sone tine,
or did they conme over in the nineteenth century?
| don't know when they came over, you know. |
guess ny father came from Scotland. Runor has it
[ Laughter] that they kicked hi mout of Scotl and.
[ Laughter] Do you know why? What does the runor
say?

He was one of those guys who was fighting the
governnent, you know.

He was a rebel.

Yeah, he was a rebel.

Was he a Scotch nationalist or was he a

revol utionary, or do you know?



BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

Well, as close as |I can renenber and figure, he

didn't much |i ke the king and queen busi ness.

Oh, | think kicking himout of Scotland was nmaybe
an exaggeration. | don't think he Iiked

Scotl and. But then, he seened to be very active.
| traced the fam |y back and there was a famly

t hat ki dnapped a dead queen... [Laughter]

You' re kidding. [Laughter]

...out of the castle. And | would not be

surprised if he was one of them He was a very

rigid man, a very honest person, highly

principled. | guess the thing that he inpressed

upon ne was that your word is your bond. Once

you nake a conm tnent, you keep it, no matter

what, which had a rather strong inpact on ny

life.

Did he cone to California from Scotl| and?

No. He was born in Quincy, Illinois. So ny

gr andf at her was the one who was ki cked out of

Scotland, it wasn't my father. He was born in

Qincy, Illinois. M nother was born in

Washi ngton, D.C., and | think they nmet in

Washington, D.C. His health got bad, and the

doct or suggested [they] nove out West. They

nmoved to Ckl ahomm, and were narried at the tine.



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

He ended up in the Spanish- Anerican War. He was
a lieutenant. | don't know how that fits in with
the marriage, but they settled on a honestead on
an eighty-acre plot of land in Mnt Canyon, which
i s hal fway between here and Pal ndal e.

That's a pretty substantial spread.

A spread of nothing. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] Yeah, the land is like that. Wat
did he try and do there?

He built alittle, | guess, two-room shack. It
was a wood floor. | was born in a hospital down
in Los Angeles, and we noved out there to the
shack. It really was a shack. | visited it, and
it was a shack. He built it hinmself. It was a
pl aster and wood shack.

Did his education take himbeyond hi gh school ?

| don't think so. That was a | ot of years ago,
you know. |'m eighty-one and | was the youngest
of three brothers. A high school education at
that time was fairly well regarded.

Yeah, definitely. He nust have had a | ot of

| eadership capabilities as well, I'd assune, if
he was an officer in the mlitary.

Ch, he was an intelligent man. Well, ny nother,

| don't know what education she had, but she cane



froma famly that was well|l educated. So they
both were well educated. And I think they spoke
very well. [Laughter] | would say they were

good parents. No question ny nother |oved her

chil dren.
| SOARDI : How many of them were there?
BANE: Well, during our lives they had six children.

t hi nk accidents occurred in the noving around,
and three of them in the first year, were |ost.
One fell out of a buggy and was run over by a
wheel .

But somewhere in ny father's line of work,
before he cane to California, he repaired
typewiters. He was a typewiter repairman. |
still have his lieutenant's sword.

| SOARDI : Real | y? Wonderful keepsake. Was he in the

service very | ong?

BANE: | don't know. During the Spani sh-Anerican War
| SOARDI : Did he fight in Cuba?

BANE: Oh yes. He picked up nalaria over there.

| SOARDI : Real | y?

BANE: Eventual |y, he had surgery on his stonmach. He



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

lived for years on grape juice and |liquids and
stuff like that, and worked during that time.
Did he ever show any interest in politics?

Yes he did. He was a socialist.

Was he, while he was here? Ws he a nenber of
the Socialist party?

Well, now you're getting technical. [Laughter]
[ Laughter] Well, as much as you renenber

Wel |, he supported Upton Sinclair..

Qut here in California?

In California. They had an organi zation call ed
Utopia, and he was active in that. WlIl, he got
SO many points noving up the scale as to how nmany
new nmenbers they brought in, so | becane a new
menber for some reason or other. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] He wanted sone nore points maybe.

He wanted nore points. [Laughter]

How ol d were you when that was happeni ng?

Oh, | was a teenager, gosh. He decided he'd open
up a grocery store and buy groceries and sel
themto the nenbers of their group at whol esal e
prices. He went to a lunberyard to get |unber,
and there was no one to work it out. | got the

job of working it out. They had a | ot of weeds



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

they wanted to cut down, so | got my hoe and |
cut them down. They liked ny work so they gave
me a job. So | worked for the |unberyard for
sone time. Those were the Depression years, you
know.

SO you were a teenager at this point.

Yeah.

Was everybody in the famly, then, working?
Well, in those years there really wasn't nuch
wor K.

So you felt pretty lucky to have the job?

Oh yeah. But the famly was trained to work
hard. So ny father and ny ol dest brother [Mirray
Bane] were the pl asterers, and sonebody had to

m x the plaster. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] So the young one.

So | got el ected.

O drafted.

| can't renmenber any vote, but | got el ected.

[ Laughter] More like a draft.

My brother wouldn't teach ne to plaster, because
t hey made nore noney, you know. He didn't want
me to be a plasterer. He wanted nme to go to

school and do sonething better.



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

10

Real | y?

Oh, | renenber jobs. One job, | got ten cents an
hour .

Bi g noney.

| got big nmuscles, though. [Laughter] Although
| was a little kid nost of the tine in school,

bet ween ny freshnman year and ny junior year,

grew froma class D basketball player to a class

A basket bal | pl ayer.

Real | y?

| was very thin.

You nentioned your father was a hi ghway inspector

when you were very young. How did he hook into

t hat kind of work, which seens a bit different

fromsone of the other things that he was doi ng?
O was your earliest nmenory that job?

| can't answer how he hooked into it, but | would

say he was an intelligent man [who] worked hard.
He was the best-|ooking nmenber of the famly.
[As a] war veteran, | presunme that had sone
bearing on his getting a job with the state. In

t hose days | don't know how t hey sel ected them
Maybe after mlitary service?

[l naudi ble] mlitary service.
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Was the job pretty nmuch as it sounds, he woul d
i nspect construction work?

When they were working on a highway, he woul d

i nspect the work on the highway: the anount of
cenment they were putting in the concrete and
doing that sort of thing. He was an inspector
during the construction of the highways. So we
spent quite a bit of tine up in the northern part
of California. This always brings back |ots of
menories. [Laughter]

I'I'l bet. Those nust have been California's

first highways, in a |ot of cases.

Well, it was the first highway for the towns we
were in, | knew that. [Laughter]
Well, | guess when a project was finished, you

guys woul d have to pack up and nove on to the
next project.

That's right.

That's pretty nmuch howit went?

That's right. Furthest north, there was a town
cal l ed Tri ni dad.

Nor t hern coast ?

Yeah, above Eureka. Trinidad had a very narrow

neck of land out to a big island. | won't say a
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big island. It was an island. And it had a
I i ghthouse on it, and a few people |lived there.
But in the bay, between the neck of land and the
i sland, they had a whaling station.
Real | y?
Yeah. They'd catch the whales and bring themin,
cut themup and boil them down. W sort of
ni cknamed the place Stinkadad.
"1l bet. [Laughter] So did you watch a |ot of
that activity?
Oh yeah. | renmenber seeing a baby whal e that
hadn't been born yet, which was about seven feet
| ong.
And they just sort of cut it out.
| don't know how it got there. Anyway, it was
beautiful country up there. It had lions and
bears.
So this was pretty different for you, then.
Oh, a wonderful place. | was always going to go
back there when | grew up.

Then we noved down into Los Angel es, again.
| went to school there for a while. M father
bought an acre of land in Burbank.

So you were living out here then? You were no
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| onger out beyond Pal ndal e.

BANE: That's right. Well, Palndale was before ny
recol | ection, except when we went out and saw t he
shack. [ Laughter]

| SOARDI : And we're glad that [Laughter]....

BANE: Well, it was a joke of ny wife. | worked and
progressed, and made enough so | could afford
carpeting. So we covered this house top to
bottom Then ny wife wanted to take up the
carpeting and put nme back on wood fl oors again.

[ Laughter] | still prefer the carpeting.

| SOARDI : Yes. [Laughter] That's understandable. So by
the tinme your famly settles into this area,
then, and by the tine your father is no | onger

traveling around the state, you're a teenager by

then, or are you still a little bit younger than
t hat ?

BANE: | think | noved into Burbank when | was nine
years ol d.

| SOARDI : So really, your earliest years were on the road

seeing a lot of different places?
BANE: Yeah.
| SOARDI : Are you sort of happy to be settling down or that

you're no | onger noving?
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Well, | was sort of raised that whatever cane up
came up. So | don't think I was happy or
unhappy. | just know that that's what | did. |
had a pet goat. M father was quite ill during
that tinme. W raised rabbits and chi ckens, and
we sol d eggs and rabbits. He bought an acre in a
peach orchard, which was really abandoned. So we

went door-to-door selling rabbits and neat and

eggs and peaches. It was a [s]crinp and save
kind of life.
Wth your father's ill nesses then, he wasn't

wor ki ng as steadily?

Wel |, he specialized in plastering patchwork. He
kept working. He would be on his fruit juice
diet. He still kept working. He never quit
working. | was kind of raised in the atnosphere
that the nost inportant thing in life was working

and taking care of your famly. That was the

mai n philosophy. | started work when | was
fourteen, like mxing plaster and carrying it in
buckets. | used to have a hod. Do you know what

a hod is? Oh, you wouldn't know what a hod is.
No. [ Laughter]

Well, a hod was on a stand, and [there was] a
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pol e on top which was a V-shaped hol der, which
was tilted toward the back part of the V. You'd
m x the plaster and shovel it in the hod, and
then you carry the hod to wherever the plasterers
were working on the building. Sonetinmes you went
up |l adders. There weren't any enploynment [aws in
t hose days. | know one person | worked for used
to build sides on the hod so it would hold nore.
It weighed, | guess, about 180 pounds when | got
two on the side, so I'd carry that around al
day.

You're kidding. Pretty serious work for a
fourt een-year- ol d.

Vell, | was older than fourteen when | did that.
|"d graduated from high school when | started
wor ki ng for other contractors. But | always

wor ked hard. And during the Depression | was
getting work when others weren't because | worked
hard and worked wherever there was work.

Sounds |ike you were pretty steadily enpl oyed.
Not during the Depression, you' re not steadily
enpl oyed. | had one [where I] put on a service
porch for a man who lived up in Sunset Canyon

He [David Sakuth] asked nme if | was willing to
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come and work for himup there. He wanted to
build some walls and things when he had his
vacation. So "Sure." [Laughter] So I worked

for him He was a personnel manager down at

Bul | ocks- W I shire [departnent store]. He asked
me what | planned to do with ny life. | said,
"Well, 1'd like to go back to school soneday."

|"d been out for a couple of years. He was
telling nme about a job down there--he didn't
offer it to me--they had for kids in college.
When | had ny twenty-first birthday, | went down
to see him and he gave nme a j ob working at

Bul | ocks- W/l shire. ..

G eat.

...in the [mailing] departnment. 1[|'d go to school
every norning and work there every afternoon.
Sonetinmes | worked thirty-five to sixty hours a
week, dependi ng on what work was avail abl e.
Where were you going to school then?

L.A Cty College. | went there two years, then
| got a day job at Bull ocks-WIlshire and went to
school at night.

You finished high school in Burbank, then, at
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Bur bank Hi gh School ?

Yeah. Yeah. Actually, | took courses at night
until | was thirty years old, going to night
school .

Real | y?

Yeah. Sonewhere along | picked up the phrase
that "Learning requires no excuse," sonething
like that. There was also a phrase that |
carried on nmy notebook. "Anything worth doing is
worth doing well.” So then | went to work at
Bul | ocks- W | shire.

So you're working full -tinme at Bullocks, then?
Well, I was working for fifty cents an hour, |
think. So | put inthirty, thirty-five hours
m ni mum a week. Sonetines during the Christmas
rush and other rush jobs, I worked as hi gh as
si xty hours a week.

Wel |, that nust have been pretty decent nobney
that you were nmaking in the mddle of the

Depr essi on.

Yeah, | think of all our kids and friends, | was
maybe the only one of us working. But then, |I'd
do anyt hi ng.

So this was nmaybe eighteen, thirty dollars a
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week, sonething like that, somewhere in there,
probably, at fifty cents an hour.

Yeah, fifteen, eighteen. | was working when
Social Security was first instituted, so | was a
menber of that Social Security systemfromthe
very beginning. | get a Social Security check
now - because of the nunber of years | was in--for
alittle over two thousand [dollars] a nonth.
Real | y?

Yeah. | ended up in rather good-paying jobs, and
with the nunber of years involved | ended up with
the maximum | enjoy it nore nowthan | did
then. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] Yeah. Let ne ask you, just to go
back to high school, did you show any political
interest then? Wat were the things you were
doing in high school, aside fromyour studies?

| guess as far as politics are concerned, ny
father's activity.... \Wich was rather

strange, because he started nme when | was very
young. | wouldn't listen to him you know. It
got so | couldn't stand him [Laughter] rather
his politics. | had nothing to do with politics

as long as he was alive.
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Not at all?
Not at all, no.
I nteresting. Wen did he die?
When he was seventy-four. [Laughter]
So you were past your teenage years.
Oh yes. Oh yes. | was married when he passed
away. He was a good man.
He sounds it.
When | was out canpaigning for state assenbly the
first time, | went to Burbank City Hall.
remenber there were people, and I went and net
them | renenber the city clerk there--it was an
el ective office in Burbank--saying to nme, "Tom
don't know anyt hi ng about you, but | knew your
father. And if you're anything like him I'm
voting for you."
Very nice, very nice.
That was the first tine | appreciated his
princi pl es because he was very influential in
el ecting the judge in the city of Burbank--the
canpai gn manager may be the nost influential
person--and the judge called himup and said, "
only have one job to give." He had a clerk job

up there, and he wanted nmy father to fill it. So



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| wanted the job, and ny father wouldn't let ne
have it because he felt that he didn't want
anybody to think that he was in politics for

sel f - gai n.

Very principled man.

Hi ghly principled man.

So in high school, then, your activities were

el sewhere. Did you play basketball?

Oh yeah, | played basketball, track, and tennis
mai nly. Boy, you take me back a | ong way.

[ Laught er ]

Yes. [Laughter] The maki ngs of an assenbl yman.
Well, 1've had a very active, full life.

You nentioned at the very begi nning that you'd
never really travel ed outside of the state, but,
in a sense, you traveled a great deal..

Oh yes.

Very early on, exactly. And since Californiais
so varied, you saw a | ot of very different

t hi ngs.

Well, it is a different country up in northern
California than it is down south here. But |

t ook an exam nation at the post office in

Bur bank. Two hundred and fifty applied for the

20
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j ob.
What kind of a job was it?
Working in the post office as a clerk. | placed
third out of the 250. Burbank was grow ng very
fast as a bedroom [conmunity] for Los Angel es and
Hol | ywood. | went to see the postnmaster and to
ask hi mwhen the job would open up. He said, "If
you want to transfer to a letter carrier instead
of aclerk, I'll put you to work inmediately.
Then you can transfer back into the post office
as a clerk later.” So | went to work inmediately
with the post office and carried mail.
About how old were you then? This was clearly
after you had finished high school.
Vell, it was after | went to work at Bul |l ocks-
WIlshire, too, sol'm..
Oh, so it's after your Bull ocks-W 1 shire?
|"mgoing to have to think about that. Yes, it
was after Bullocks-WIlshire. And at Bull ocks-
Wlshire | nmet a girl that | married [Claire
Loui se Brown], and we built a home in Burbank. |
was |iving in Burbank when | applied for the post
office, so | got a steady job.

VWhat was her nane?
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Her nanme? Her |ast nane was Brown. [Laughter]
[ Laughter] But no relation.
No relation, as far as | know, no relation.
Thank God. [Laughter] 1'mnot too fond of the
[ Ednrund G "Pat”] Brown [Sr.] famly. | knew
them very wel |
Too wel | ? [Laughter]
Wel | enough.
Wel | enough. So when you noved back out to
Bur bank, woul d you still go to L.A City College
to take classes? O was that sonething you were
j ust doi ng when you had the opportunity to do it?
When | was working at Bull ocks-WIshire, [that
was] the tine | got married and also built ny
house. In fact, | was taking off the fornms of
t he foundation that | poured.
Really? You literally built it.
Yeah. | was getting nmarried that afternoon, so |
had to finish the job before [Laughter] | could
get married. Anyway, | got the forns off in the
norning and got married in the afternoon.
Oh, good story. |Is the house still around?
Oh yes. Down on Elm Street in Burbank. | drive

by occasionally and take a | ook at it.
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Yeah. So you poured a solid foundati on.

Yeabh. It's still there.

[End Tape 1, Side A

[Begin Tape 1, Side B]
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K, I went to work for the post office and becane
a grievance chairmn

Gri evance chairman within the postal unit?

Yeah. So on ny route | net a man who was in an

i nsurance agency, and he talked ne into |eaving
the post office and witing insurance. So | did
t hat .

How was he able to persuade you? Do you
remenber ?

Oh, he told ne how easy it was, and how much
nmoney he made. [Laughter] That was when [Harry
S] Truman was president. | had a girl who would
call up people on the phone and ask themif they
woul d Ii ke to have their house appraised for

val ue. She introduced herself as Marilyn Truman,
or sonething like that. 1'd go out and apprai se
their house in case there was a fire. Then
asked how nuch insurance they had. So from
there. ..

You made the sal es.
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Yeah. Also, every tinme there was a house on
fire, or there was a fire in the city, I'd go
solicit the neighbors for fire insurance.
Do you renenber what conpany you worked for?
Oh, Fireman's Fund [l nsurance Conpani es].
Fireman's Fund.
It isn't quite true. | worked for the insurance
agent for a while, and then I got ny own agency.
It was when | went to work for Fireman's Fund,
then I got nmy own insurance agency out of
Fireman's Fund. Insurance agents had to be
accurate in community fares, things like that.
The fellow |l went to work for to start with was a
Denocratic county conmtteenan. He wanted to
know what | was. Well, | was a registered
Republ i can. [Laughter]
Were you really? Wiy a registered Republican
t hen?
| think it had something to do with ny Scottish
bl ood. [ Laughter]
O your father?
No. But they were playing some ganmes in the
Bur bank post office which were dishonest. The

peopl e who played the gane with the postnaster
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got the appointnents. | didn't want any part of
his party because his job was a political job.

So no, | didn't even.... "l could get you
elected to office in this Denocratic club. So
are you going to change your registration?" |

said, "Sure." [Laughter]

| SOARDI : So that's when you changed?
BANE: Well, then | changed back to the Denocratic
party. | was never actually a Republican in any

way, shape, or form

| SOARDI : Yeah, it was just your registered preference.
BANE: Yeah. | had to nake a statenent. [Laughter]
| SOARDI : I f you don't m nd nme asking, did that nmean, then

that you voted for people |ike Wendell [L.]
Wl kie, as opposed to [Franklin D.] Roosevelt?

O perhaps [ Thonmas E.|] Dewey?

BANE: No. If I voted, | would have voted for
Roosevel t.
| SOARDI : Do you renenber the man's nane who got you into

i nsurance, and then persuaded you to change your
registration?

BANE: A man nanmed [Cecil S.] Schilling. It wasn't a
great sacrifice to change ny registration from

Republican to Denocrat. Anyway, | joined the
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Denocratic club and was el ected assi stant
secretary. [Laughter]
How bi g was the cl ub?
Oh, 1'd say as many as fifty people in it.
[ Laught er ]
And all the new nmenbers were assistant treasurers
or secretaries. [Laughter]
And then a spot on the [Los Angel es] County
[ Denocratic] Commttee opened up. The nenbers of
the Denocratic county commttee, at that tine,
had the vacancy, and they asked ne to take it,
and | did.
At that tinme was your notivation nostly for your
busi ness, or were you getting nore interested in
politics now?
| think I was getting interested in politics, but
it wasn't domnant in ny life. Domnant in ny
life was to make a living. 1In the process, the
[C. Estes] Kefauver [United States Senate]
commttee got interested in crine in the United
States, if you renenber the Kefauver commttee
[ Special Conmittee to Investigate Organized Crine
in Interstate Coonmerce]. You don't renmenber it.

| know of it. | don't renenber it personally,
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no. | just know of it.
They canme out to Burbank, and they reported that
Bur bank was controll ed by organi zed crine.
The entire city. The political structure was,
real ly?
Yeah. And the Sica brothers [Joe and Frank] were
in there. The Mafia was in there. They used to
nmeet regularly at 210 East Angelino.
Real | y? You renmenber the spot.
In a bar.
Real | y?
Yeah.
So they were pretty open.
Yeah. And ny ol der brother--not the ol dest
brot her but ny ol der brother [Harry Bane]--was a
bar ber in Burbank, and he was a very active
fellow. He was the black sheep of the famly.
[ Laught er ]
I n what way?
He drank and snoked. [Laughter] And he led a
men's club, and it was a group of guys. W thout
my famly knowing it, he went up to the Anmerican
Legi on boxi ng busi ness. Anyway, the Anmerican

Legi on of Burbank sponsored boxing in Burbank,



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

28
and so he becane a boxer. He was boxing until ny
famly found out about it. [Laughter]

[ That] was not approved.

No. Not approved.

Actually, let nme ask you, you're up to the Trunman
years now, did you have any war service?

No. | tried to get into the service, but ny
eyesi ght was 20/ 1200 or sonething like that. Oh,
| was practically blind. | wear contact |enses
now and the glasses. Contact |enses cover the

di stance, but the gl asses cover the....

You wear them simultaneously?

Yeah. And | struggled with ny eyes quite a bit.

| played basketball with a shield. 1 played
basketball until | was forty years old in night
| eagues.

That's very good.

Then the insurance business didn't give nme any
time to train and, you know, basketball is a very
demandi ng, physical sport.

| have a brother who's in his early forties and
still plays.

But | was the tallest guy so | was center.

[ Laughter] What a game, hey.
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Well, you didn't have to nove as nuch.
[ Laught er ]
Wel |l anyway, | organized the team M brother
was a [ nmenber of the Benevol ent and Protective
Order of] EIK[s] during those years. | joined
the Junior El ks, and | becane president of the
Junior Elks. So there was sone notivati on,
naturally, to go around selling insurance, being
on the county conmttee and active in the club.
That tinme was when Al an Cranston forned the
Cal i fornia Denocratic Council.
So then you were a comitteenman
Yeah. County commtteeman. | wote the canpaign
literature for our club when we ran a sl ate of
candi dates. The clinmte was such that | don't
think it was any consci ous schol arly approach,
except | had a sense of where the public was and
what would sell. So | wote the canpaign
l[iterature, and our whole slate won.
Was this for city offices?
No, this was for state assenbly and county
commttee. The days of A enn [M] Anderson and
Ri chard Richards. D d you ever know Ri chard
Ri chards?
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No.
He was a |lawer. He was a state senator from Los
Angel es County when Los Angel es County was a very
big county and only had one state senator.
Anyway, we ran a candidate for state assenbly who
was the editor of the [San Fernando] Valley

Jewi sh News. Very bright man. | managed his

canpai gn and he lost. And, of course, that
didn't nake ne feel very good.

That was your first foray?

Yeah. And so he canme within a couple hundred
votes, | think.

Pretty cl ose.

But he wouldn't get out and neet the public. He
was a scholarly, sensitive person. 1'd take him
out to a store's grand opening, and as |ong as
|'d stay with him he'd stay there and hand out
his literature. As soon as | left, he'd | eave.
Did he want the job? [Laughter]

Well, | had a talk with him and two years

| ater--he'd cone so close the first tine--he ran
again. He just wasn't able to cope with what you
have to do, unless you have a | ot of noney.

Just didn't have the personality, it sounds I|iKke.
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You remenber his nanme?
Jess Nathan. You'd canpaign certain places
during the daytinme and certain places at night.
Wel |, the place you canpaign at nights are the
bars, you know, beer joints. And he just...
Not his style.
Not his style. So he'd drive ne around, and |'d
go into the bars and hand out his literature.
Maybe he shoul d have been nanagi ng your canpai gn.
[ Laught er ]
He gave nme probl ens, though. He was a schol ar,
but he didn't understand. | think he found it
difficult being nanaged. And people work up
positions on issues taken: what to do and why.
Second time he ran, | got himinto a senior
citizens club in Tujunga. He decided that he was
smarter than | was [Laughter], so he pops up with
a new idea for seniors.
God, what did he say?
| think he said something about having people's
pensi ons beconme a |ien against their house.
After they died, that would be the resource for
recoupi ng the noney. | want to tell you, | think

he lost his election on that one.



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

32
Don't doubt it. [Laughter]
He didn't say a word to ne about his new idea,
you know. O course, that was in the days when
there was a wel | -known | obbyist for the seniors--
George McC ain--who built a senior organization
in the state of California. He had a senior
newspaper. He becane a political power in
California, and the big issue at that tinme was
this very issue. [Laughter]
So | take it he lost by nore than a few hundred
votes the second tinme around?
Yeah.
That was your first experience in a canpaign?
Yeah. That hurt ny ego, because | knew it could
be won, you know. So next tine | ran.
[ Laught er ]
Real | y?
Yeah. Mainly to prove that it could be won.
[ Laughter] And | o and behold, | got elected.
So that was the '58 canpaign? That takes you up
to that?
Yeah.
So you started, then, in '54, which nust have

been the first assenbly canpaign. Interesting.
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How well did you go over in the bars when you
wor ked then? Were you able to work them
effectively for this guy?

BANE: Well, | had a technique in working the bars. You
go into the back of the bar, turn around and hand
out your literature as you work toward the door.
And if sonebody grabbed you and wanted to talk to
you, you'd say, "Just a mnute, I'll be right
back after I finish.”" You keep working the bar
until the front door and [you] could exit. You
never knew Everett [G ] Burkhalter, either. He
was a Denocrat when Burbank, this area, was al
voting Republican. He worked the bars. He
wor ked wherever there were people. Around the
Denocratic club, everybody hated him

| SOARDI : For what reason? | nean, aside from being the
opposi tion.

BANE: He was a farnerish kind of guy; he wasn't a
snoot h, scholarly type. People who went to

Denocratic clubs were | ooking for sonebody

like.... | can't renenber the man's nane, he
cane after Roosevelt, a very scholarly, brilliant
man.

| SOARDI : Who ran for president?
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Yeah.
[ Adl ai E.] Stevenson?
Yeah, Stevenson. That's what they were | ooking
for. And Everett Burkhalter's grammar was very
bad. "There ain't any m stake that he didn't
make." [ Laughter]
The Casey Stengel of southern California
politics.
| used to look at himsonetines.... And
everybody said, "How does he nanage to get
el ected?" | got a new car about that tine. |
call ed up Burkhalter and said I was going to the
Sacranmento convention. "Wuld you like to drive
up with me?" And he accepted.
Way did you do that?
| wanted to know how he did it. [Laughter]
So you wanted to find out what nade.... | see.
Very good. Very good. [Laughter]
Well, | remenber the first thing he said to ne,
"I watch these people out of the corner of ny
eyes, and | can see on their faces: 'How does he
doit?"
So he was no fool.

Like a fox, he was. So we talked politics
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driving all the way to Sacranmento and all the way
back.

Did you find out?
Yeah. He told ne what he thought. He was a
peopl e-to- peopl e guy.
The secret.
Peopl e-to-people. | ran a canpaign for a guy who
was runni ng agai nst the incunbent congressiona
Republ i can, who was very fanmous and strong, and
who | went to school with. H's father was in the
i nsurance and real estate businesses. He had won
a national debating chanpionship for the
University of Redlands. He taught public
speaki ng and econom cs in college, at Lake Forest
[ Col | ege] .

He came out here and worked for his father
for a while. But he was out |ooking for a job--
| can't renenber the name of the insurance
conmpany--but the owner was getting old and he was
| ooking for sonmebody to cone in and run his shop
for him So he interviewed this young man, a
good- | ooki ng man, who | ooked |i ke he canme out of
an Arrow collar ad, very bright, very articul ate,

of course. So the old man hired him The young
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man went to work for himand found out that sone
of the things he was doing in his business were
against the law. So he went down to the
i nsurance conm ssi oner and..

Turned himin?

...turned himin. He nmade a deal. He'd take
over and run the agency. So they cracked down on
the old man. The poor old man was totally shook.
He was old. And the insurance conm ssi oner was
after himand going to pursue charges agai nst

hi m unl ess he got rid of his agency. O course,
this guy stepped in, gave the old nman a contract,
and took over the agency. It led up to a

di scussion |later on when he was tal king about ne
as a politician and hinself as a politician. He
said, "Tom I'll make a better politician than

you wll,"” and | said, "Wiy?" He said, "You
coul dn't have done to the old man what | did."
Well, | said, "You're right." | managed his
canpai gn for Congress against a fell ow naned

[ John C.] Hi nshaw.

When was that, do you renenber? Was that before

you ran on your own?

Yeah. And, of course, it was a hopel ess race
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agai nst H nshaw. He was a fanobus, strong,
i ncunbent Republican. Very Republican, but
that's when the Republicans were in control. 1'd
al ways had ny m nd on the assenbly, or did I?
Two years later, when | decided to run for
assenbly, the guy | trained ran against ne. This
is the guy that did to the old person what |
couldn't do.
He ran agai nst you for assenbly?
Yeah.
So he failed in his bid for Congress, and then he
ran agai nst you. This is sonebody you woul d
never want to turn your back on.
Wel |, he nade a good politician. He was
successful in business: built a big insurance
agency and did very well. But he wanted to run
for assenbly. Well, I'd taught himall the
t hings that Burkhalter had taught me. [Laughter]
So we crossed paths in the district and--1"ma
little ashamed of what I'mgoing to tell you--he
handed out flower seeds. Now, this was a |ong
time ago, and | gave books of matches. At that
time that was acceptabl e, books of matches, you

know. And on top of that inside cover, when you



38
opened it up, you'd have your canpai gn statenent
in there. There were twenty matches.

| SOARDI : Oh yeah. It's always bei ng opened up then

BANE: That's right. W're going around the stores.
|"d run to a grocery store, and he would be there
standi ng at the door and handing out his
literature. So 1'd say, "H, [WlliamE ] Bil
[ Roskam Jr.]," and I'd go in the store. And |I'd
go around and hit everybody in the store
personally who were in the market for sonething.
First, I'd hit the people at the cash register,
then go around and cone out. | got kicked out of

nore than one store.

| SOARDI : You probably nade sone contacts before they got
you?
BANE: That's right, you betcha. Wll, | could see over

the top of the counters, the store shel ves of
food, | could see where the manager was. | knew
[ where] the manager was, | knew where his office
was in the store, so l'd go in the other end.
So | was really being nore effective, | think,
than he was at the tinme. And every once in a
while I'd run into a guy who woul d say, "Your

opponent gave ne flowers,” and 1'd say with a
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drawn out, "I know. " [Laughter] Al 1'd say is:
"1 know." That wouldn't go over today.
[ Laughter] | beat that man two to one.

| SOARDI : That must have felt good.

BANE: Well, 1've never forgotten that remark of his:

couldn't have done to his friend what he did to

hi m
| SOARDI : Yeah, extraordinary thing to say.
BANE: The difference [was] | had the sensitivity for

the issues and why. W kept an apparent
friendship while we were canpai gni ng, you know,
because he wanted nme to support himafter he won.

| SOARDI : There wasn't a doubt in his head that he was
going to win, probably.

BANE: And | wanted his support after | won. Anyway,
we're on a tour one night. O course, | was
never the speaker he was, never was, except that
| had both the understanding and the feeling for
the issues. W never spoke agai nst each ot her,
except one night at the end of the canmpaign. W
both ended up at the Burbank Denocratic C ub.
Bill spoke first, and beautifully, you know, all
proper speech and everything. And | renenber |

got up and said, "I want to tell you this. |
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think Bill Roskamis one of the finest speakers
|"ve ever heard. He's trained, and it certainly
shows.” That night | took an issue. | said,
"He's for this, he's against that, but he didn't
tell you why," and | |eaned over the rostrum |
took nmy hands over here like this at the rostrum
| tal ked about the issue, and the point here and
the point there and the point there.

Subst ance.

He told nme that night that | beat him He said,

"Take ny cue | eaning over the rostrum™

[ Laughter] which was also a great joy. One of

the enjoynments | haven't forgotten. Well, |

t hought what he did to his friend was about

as.... | nean, sone of that cones out sonewhere.
|'"ve always had the feeling the public senses

beyond the speech. It may be that the public has

a built-in sense about what's in the heart and in

the stomach. What they hear, whether they |ike

or dislike a candidate. But Jesse [M] Unruh...

You know Jesse Unruh?

Yes.

Jesse Unruh supported ny opponent over ne.

Excuse ny phrase: | think the son of a bitch
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supported the Republican incunbent against nme in
the general [election].

In your first canpaign

It was in the first canpaign, yeah

What a begi nni ng.

So | got elected, and | abor was supporting

[ Augustus F.] Gus Hawkins for speaker. GCus
Hawkins is the only politician who canme into ny
district to talk to ne.

During your first canpaign in '58. No one el se
di d?

No.

Certainly not Unruh, then.

No. And Hawkins gave ne fifty dollars for ny
canpaign. Fifty dollars at that tinme was a
standard contribution. Now you sneer at it, but
fifty dollars was fifty dollars. Labor was
supporting him and Burkhalter was supporting
him so | ended up supporting Hawkins for
speaker. You understand all this tine |eading
up, | was very strongly in favor of the Fair
Enpl oyment Practices [Act]. | used to speak
about discrimnation, anti-discrimnation, and

the fault of discrimnation. | spoke about the
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i ssue around the district at certain clubs. |

was sort of stricken by the unfairness of it. So

| guess | was a zealot. | was very outspoken
with the issue. Sonebody said--I guess he was
t he manager of the chanber of conmerce--"1 think

that Tom Bane is a comunist."

Because of your support for that?

Yeah. | said, "No. | don't think Tom Bane's a
communi st. He nmay be a zealot, but he...."

[ Laughter] So the primary issue involved for ne
was the area of discrimnation.

During that first canpaign

Always. | have a 100 percent voting record in
Sacramento. | wote the hate crinmes bill that
you hear about now.

Right, right. To what do you attribute this?
Does a lot of it go back to the very early
experiences you renmenber as a kid?

As | felt discrimnation, yeah. | knew what it
was |ike. | always felt |ike an outsider.

So very sensitive to those issues.

However, ny dad was a liberal in that respect.
My not her was a bigot, you know. A |ovely |ady,

but she was a bigot. And | could never
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under stand what she was tal ki ng about as a ki d.

| know that her brother had married a Jew sh

| ady, and ny nother hated her. Onh, she hated
her. | went down to visit my uncle in Los
Angel es once, and net her and spent sone tine
with her. | couldn't see anything wong. She

was a very nice |lady. [Laughter] So I never

understood that, until later, when | started to

understand the issue. It wasn't just Jews. |
can remenber she was conpl ai ni ng about the guy

across the street, who had nmarri ed a Chi nese
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girl. They noved across the street, and she had

the audacity to come out front, you know. |

guess it was fortunate my nother was so extrene

because she had no i nfl uence on ne what soever.

But | did have sone personal experience with ny

father who wasn't, and ny nother who was.

[ End Tape 1, Side B]
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[ Session 2, Decenber 17, 1994]
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K, M. Bane, let's, before we get into...

| can't renenber where we |eft off.

Yeah. W were talking last tine about your first
canpai gn, and we had sort of nade a note | ast
time that we would go back a bit, because you
wanted to talk a little bit about the California
Denocratic Council and Alan Cranston. So maybe
you could begin with that, and then we'll get
back to your first canpaign.

| want to get sonmething for you

Ch, K

My favorite canp...

[I nterruption]

...And he was a...

This is Al an Cranston.

Yeah. He headed up the California Denocratic
Counci | nmovement. It becane known for short as

CDC, California Denocratic Council. And they
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were a formation of Denocratic clubs in
California. It was a novenent. It lasted a
certain length of tine.

Wiy did it start?

Oh, well, it just did.

Was there a growi ng sense of activismw thin the
party?

Yeah, there was a...

Did you feel that when you got invol ved?

O course, the county conmittees were always in
exi stence in California. That's the official

part of the California government. It was set up
in the [legal] codes. You run for county
commttee just like you run for state assenbly
and other things. So the basis of it, of course,
was there. | think the Republican party had been
controlling California, pretty much. But
Cranston was the one who started getting the

cl ubs together in the different councils, county
commttees, formng the California [Denocratic]
Council, the CDC. The beginning of it in ny area
was.... Well, there was another part of that,
too. There was the fact that the Communi st party

had cone in to take over the Denocratic party in
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California. So we had this very left-wng
nmovenent, which the Communi st party was. They
wer e taking over the county conmttees and..
Where was that happening? You said they were
t aki ng over some county commttees?
Yeah.
Where at? Here in southern California?
Yeah. Particularly in southern California. |
can renenber a strong division in the Denocratic
county commttee. |1'mgoing to have to phrase
it.... Inawy it was |ying underneath the
nmovenent of the comuni sts, which were very
active. In the district that | lived in | guess,
about two or three people who becane well-
known.... The docunentation is they were
communi sts. | was propositioned to join the
Communi st party on the dance floor. [Laughter]
When was this, and what was it about? Howdid it
happen?
Just plain | was asked if | wanted to join the
Conmmuni st . . .
Wil e you were dancing with soneone.
Yes. Do | want to join the Communi st party. |

knew her ti es. | said, "Well, I"'mnot a
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communi st." She says, "Well, | know that because
| asked you to becone one."

Was this soneone you knew very wel | ?

Yeah. It wasn't a cold contact. M strong
position on sone of the issues, particularly
discrimnation, qualified nme. [Laughter] But

t hey becane very active in the Denocratic party,
and then they broke off on the Henry [A ] Wall ace
party, you know, the third party candi date.

The progressives.

And they pulled a lot of the liberal Denocrats
with them A lot of people who enjoy anything
that was denocratic, you know. The Henry Wl l ace
party was conposed of a lot of |iberal Denocrats
[who were] in |eadership positions in the

| ndependent Progressive party. It had been the
Progressive party first, it then becane Denocrats
for Wallace. There was anot her adjunct, which
was tied in very closely with the I ndependent
Progressive party, [which] was an insurance
program And [what] wapped up that whol e area
was the activity of the |Independent Workers of
the Worl d.

You're referring to an organi zati on?
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[ ndustrial] Workers of the World. Well, that's
a long way before your tine.
You don't nean the Wbblies, |WA?
Yeah.
One bi g union.
|"mtrying to figure out how all of this fits
t oget her.
Yeah. Do the people who are a part of that,
t hen, eventually beconme part of the California
Denocratic Council? 1s that partly what the
California Denocratic Council cones out of?
Well, the way the Comruni st party worked was that
it got people together, not under the nane of the
Communi st party, you know, but under other
groups. They were part of the stinulus that was
very active in the formati on of Denocratic clubs.
But it doesn't nmean that all the Denocratic clubs
wer e pro-conmuni st, or even that they had
comruni sts working in them Fromthere, when
Henry Wal | ace cane on the scene, their novenent
was to nove their cohorts and the people that had
been influenced into a third party called the
| ndependent Progressive party. So the conmunists

pul |l ed out of the Denocratic party into the
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| ndependent Progressive party for a while. You
don't want all the rest of the stuff, do you?

If this is background for the California
Denocratic Council. | mean, you were going to
talk about its origins and its inportance in the
fifties.

When it was evident that Henry Wall ace was bei ng
considered to run for president, the comrunists
at that tinme felt the need to consolidate the
gains they had nade in influencing people. They
formed the I ndependent Progressive party within
t he Denocratic Council and with the Denocratic
party. It was supposed to be just a branch of
the Denocratic party, but what it really was was
a novenent of.... ©Oh, sone of the stuff cones
back. There started to be investigations. The
McCarthy era came into being, which was feeding
on the devel opnment and the activity of the
Communi st party in the United States. But he
went overboard. So when the canpai gn cane al ong,
it was Denocrats for Wallace. It was stinulated
by the Communi st party, the activity in the
council, and the activity in every place in the

Denocratic party they could get into. Their idea
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was to take over the Denocratic party. Boy,
that's taking ne way back.

Does Cranston's California Denocratic Counci

come out of that subsequently?

No, you've got to get it in order.

Ch, X

The official Denbcratic county commttees existed
in the state, all of the chartered Denocratic

cl ubs underneath them And there was a novenent
of people form ng Denocratic clubs and becom ng
active in the Denocratic party. Anobngst those
were sone very active communi sts. They were the
ones that were very active in neetings and did
all the speaking. They were very active and
organi zed. So they had an influence on the
Denocratic clubs. | have to presunme--now |'m
presum ng this--they favored the fornmation of the
Denocratic Council cityw de, because they were
making a major nove in politics, [to place] the
control of the Denocratic party under comruni st
control. So the council devel oped, which was
conposed of official Denocratic el ected people on
the county commttee who had been Denocrats al

their Iife. Labor becane part of the novenent.
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And for the Communi st party, all this fit in with
t heir plans, which were going on at the sane
time. But then the split canme, and Wl |l ace
becane a candi date for president of the United
States. And out of that group was forned the
Denocrats for Wallace. This becane made up of
| abor, Denocrats who were really American
citizens in America and then really Denocrats,
and |iberal Denocrats, which were probably at
that time socialists. The Upton Sinclair thing
cane before that. But there were the socialists
who were so way up to Sinclair. [He] had a
sl ogan of End Poverty in California, the EPIC
program
The EPI C program yeah.
During all those stages, ny father had pressured
me so nmuch in politics that | had nothing to do
with it in the early stages of the EPIC program
[It was] not until after my father died that |
joined the Denbcratic club. M resentnment of him
was intense, but he left his mark on ne.
[ Laught er ]
Certainly did.

But | was a Denobcrat now. So was he. But he'd
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be classified as a conservative today, probably.

| don't

seemto be devel opi ng any trend.

Maybe you can get up to.... Wen does the

counci |
| can't
Roughl vy,
when t hi
When it
Are you
Yeah, |

counci |l .

real ly cone together as an organi zation?
tell you the year.

isit the early fifties? Are you active
s happens, are you in politics?
canme together?
follow ng this devel opnent ?
was active in the devel opnent of the

In the process | wote canpaign

literature for select candi dates that the counci

pul l ed together. They elected their slate of

candi dates, and you saw the slate cards. Those

were where the slate cards cane from

Real | y?

It was your idea?

Yeah. The whol e conputer canpai gn thing was

devel oped fromne. [Laughter] | can vouch for

t hat .

So you pretty nuch found yourself in agreenent

with the council, the California Denobcratic

Counci |,

as it was emergi ng now?

You have to understand that in the Denpbcratic

Counci |,

there was a |ine between Denpcrats and
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t he conmuni st s.
VWhat were sonme of the things that you |iked about
t he council?
It was organi zing people in |Iabor unions and in
politics, people who wanted to becone active in
the Denocratic party and support candi dates
agai nst the Republican candidates. So it was an
official Denocratic party working for a reason
Just because it had a sprinkling of conmunists
around, who were very vocal and very inforned,
trying to steer them where they wanted to
go.... | presune that the comuni sts nade a nove
on me because | was incensed when | becanme aware
of the unfairness in discrimnation, the
unfairness of it. It just wasn't fair. And I
think they took that as an indication that I
could be had. It becane apparent in the
Denocratic county commttee when they asked ne to
fill a vacancy. But ny district clubs were very
heavily influenced by communi sts, and the
Denocrats pretty well knew the Forty-second
[ Assenbly] District was a really left-w ng group
Well, maybe as a way of getting up to your first

canpai gn, then, nmaybe you can tal k about what the
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district was |like and the type of people who were
there and the type of issues that concerned the
Forty-second District then.

Well, the Forty-second District was conposed of
organi zed | abor. ..

CGeographically, what area did it cover?

The Lockheed [Aircraft Corporation] union

[I nternational Association of Machinists and

Aer ospace Wrkers, Lodge 727]. Lockheed union
coul d el ect anybody they wanted to political
office. The district was conposed of |abor. It
was conposed of a heavily Jewi sh popul ation. It
was conposed of people in civic organizations:
the Lions Club, etc.; the [Anerican] Heart

Associ ation; the PTA [ Parent-Teacher
Association]; all those organizations. So it was
conposed of an active citizenry.

And heavily working-class, ethnic?

Not necessarily.

No?

|"d say, what we refer to now as the m ddl e-cl ass
majority. There are lots of clubs around for
various things, support groups. You know, ny

wife [Marl ene Rothstein Bane] is very active in
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the Jewi sh Hone for the Aging. She was one of
the instigators of the Valley Jew sh Business
Leaders Association. O course, | was al ways
very active with the Jewi sh Hone for the Aging.
You don't know anything about it, do you?

No, | don't.

Fantastic hone for the aged. And when | was in
the legislature, | helped with sone of their
prograns. | always attended their functions and
al ways honored their |leaders. And if they had
probl ems, ny office was always willing to help.
So you have the ADL, the Anti-Defamation League.
I'"'mstill on the board of the Anti-Defanation
League. | was on the board of the Nationa
Jewi sh Fund. So there are lots of groups, you
know, church groups.

Was this a heavily Denocratic area then?

Yeah.

Even in the fifties?

No one had been able to put it together. There
was a young | abor leader. | don't know whet her
it was César [E.] Chavez or not. He was a highly

intelligent man.

[ End Tape 2, Side A
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| remenber a conversation | had with him
Because the district was represented by a
Republican all the tinme, he said, "If the right
person cane along and could put the district
together, they could take the district.” And we
di scussed the districts, in which | saw very
clearly the organi zational structure. So there
had been several noves on people's part to get ne
to run for office, which I thought was
ridiculous. | was just Tom Bane. [Laughter]
Real ly? The idea didn't appeal to you initially.
You didn't see yourself as a politician.

| didn't see nyself as well -known or inportant
enough, something like that. M son [Bruce

W 1liam Bane] was asthmatic, so we noved out of
Bur bank and into Sunl and, in the Tujunga area,
because it's good for asthmatics. | becane
active there.... They tried to convince ne to
have a base in Sunland-Tujunga so | could w n,
you know. Well, | didn't know enough about t hat
busi ness of running for office, raising noney.
But hadn't you run soneone el se's canpai gn?

Well, in the process [that's] why | formed a
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council. Qur CDC club ran Jess Nathan. | wote
the CDC s canpaign literature. | don't know
whet her those were originals or not.

| SOARDI : So when your own first canpaign cane up, you felt

initially you didn't have quite enough

background. You figured you're still a novice?
BANE: Well, the thing I didn't understand and don't
today really is.... O course, ny wife, she

| ooks upon nme as a very inportant person.

[ Laughter] You know, | was able to do a | ot of
good t hi ngs.
| SOARDI : VWhat were sonme of the issues, then, in your first

canmpai gn? Since you were so successful, you nust
have tapped into sonething in your district.
BANE: Well, the president of the Lockheed union was a
personal friend [John Snyder].
| SOARDI : Onh, the machinists union?
BANE: Yeah. That was really the key toit. 1In fact,
t hey had the big debate between Roskam and ne as
a way to see who they were going to support.
Finally it cane to a showdown [that] | abor was
getting together. They were inviting to get
t oget her--[Lodge] 727, that's a nachinists

uni on--who they were going to support and who
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they weren't. The Sica brothers and the Mfia
were in this picture about the sane tine in

Bur bank. Floyd Jolly was their candidate. Let
me take that back. | shouldn't have said that.
[1] take it back. [Laughter] Let ne rephrase
it. The Kefauver commttee | abeled Floyd Jolly
as the ringleader of the Burbank city council nen
and the Burbank City Council. Floyd Jolly had
been a very prom nent football player at Burbank
Hi gh School. Wen Kefauver canme on, ny brother
organi zed two people out of each civic

organi zati on i n Burbank and brought them
together. [They] decided they would clean up
Bur bank, and I wote the canpaign literature for
t hem

They were supporting a candi date?

No.

They were just sort of exerting pressure on the
city council to clean up the city?

No, they selected candidates that ran. | didn't
know whi ch candi dates they were supporting or not
supporti ng.

Yeah.

My brother was active in that. | may have
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painted a wong view of ny father to you. He was
a very good man. Highly principled. Just
because | was a teenager, | didn't want to be
involved in politics. | had basketball and other
t hings on ny m nd, school.
| think last tinme you gave an inmpressive portrait
of him
Well, | was tal king about ny intense resentnent
of his always wanting to talk politics with ne,
not to nean that | didn't respect him
During the first canpaign, what were sort of the
i ssues that separated you and Roskan? Was there
anyt hi ng very substanti al .

Fl ower seeds versus book matches. [Laughter]

That was it? [Laughter] So you guys were pretty
al i ke in your thinking?

Yeah, our position on issues was the sane.

Was the sane.

But it cane down to that he didn't have any
feeling in the gut about the issues. He didn't
understand t he guts.

Exactly. But also it sounded |ike you were a
much nore effective comuni cator as well because

of that, having that gut feeling for the issues.
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Well, you understand, after | tal ked about ny
experi ence of going throughout the state of
California in different areas and bei ng al ways
attacked as soon as | went into a new town, that
had an effect on ne. | don't know [if] that was
all of it. 1 know ny father was a very fair,
just man. And as | described himlast tine, |
remenber we tal ked sone about a judge he el ected
to office. But he wouldn't let nme take the job
because he did not want to [give] the feeling
that his famly would receive any benefit from
his political activity. He wasn't going to share
in what we would call patronage. It was
principle, and he wanted to keep it that way.
|"mhaving a hard tinme today, | think, putting
all this together
Can | just sort of wind it up with naybe a | ast
guestion on your canpaign?
Yeah.
You were tal ki ng about how t he Forty-second
District, when you | ooked at the denographics of
it, should have been a Denocratic area, but it
wasn't. Different conponents were never really

bei ng pull ed together. Cbviously, when you cone
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al ong in your canpaign, you really succeed in

pulling it together. You win. Is it primarily
because. . ..

BANE: Did you read the back of the card, the el ephant
card?

| SOARDI : Is this card your canpai gn handout fromthat

first canpai gn?

BANE: Well, if you want to get into the canpaign, | can
pul | that together pretty easily.

| SOARDI : This is a piece of canmpaign literature with your
present positions on the back, the various
organi zati ons you were a nenber of..

BANE: Yeah.

| SOARDI : ...Where you had served, your education, and a
long list of various activities.

BANE: | was active in the community.

| SOARDI : So that's how. That's what gave you the edge
that previous candidates didn't have: that you
were really invol ved.

BANE: Well, 1 had supported all the various candi dates
for city council and the mayor of Burbank and
stuff like that, so when | ran they becane ny
canpai gn conm ttee.

| SOARDI : So you had worked hard for people.
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Yeah, | had worked hard for people. So they
still had the active el enments of conmmuni st

| eaders in the valley, which understood nme very
wel | . They could not get nme, you know. They
ended up supporting Roskam So the CDC, then,
went for Roskam

The CDC did? They didn't back you?

No. Which is understandabl e, though.

But you had been working in that organization.
You had been part of the CDC.

Oh yeah. There was an issue, yes, and that was
the loyalty oath. That was a hot issue

Oh. You and Roskam differed on that.

Yeah.

You opposed it?

No, you got ne wong. [Laughter]

You supported it, and he opposed it?

Yeah.

Real ly? Wy did you support it?

Well, the conmunists really gave nme a rough tine
within the party. I|I'mreally sorry this issue
canme up between ne and an educator. [Laughter]
So that is probably why the CDC didn't support

you, because of your position on that?
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That's right, yeah. That's why | got el ected.
Well, it sounds |ike you also had union support.
That must have carried substantial weight.
Oh yes.
It sounds like you had the California Denocratic
Counci | agai nst you. You had people |ike Jesse
Unruh, then, al so against you. You had a |ot of
heavywei ght s agai nst you, but on the other hand
you had. ..
Jesse Unruh was not with the council. Jesse
Unruh had his total agenda of control of the
state assenbly.
And he was working through the | ocal council?
And | was not a very controll able man.
[ Laught er ]
So | nmean, in a sense, you owe your victory to
going a little bit outside the powers that be,
the formal structures, to an extent.
Yeah. W had people from New York and Chi cago
conme in here, take over, and teach us how to do
it. They never understood all the other groups
besi des the political group. Their m nds stopped
there. MW father was a community activist. M

brot her used to coach the high school basket bal
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team during the sumers, and he had to quit
because they wanted himto coach during the
school year, too.
| know sonebody who recently ran for Congress
east of here, in the Twenty-seventh Congressional
[District], and he's sonebody who sort of ran
outside as well. The |local Denocratic conmittees
endorsed sonebody el se in the Denocratic primary.
He hadn't been around very long, and they didn't
know himwell. But he spent all of his tinme in
t he conmunity, knocking on doors, nmiling things
out, talking to people. He ended up w nning,
like 51 to 49 percent in the primary.

Uh- huh.

Do an end run. [Laughter]

Well, I went up the center. [Laughter]
OK.  Shall we...

K. I'msorry I'"mnot very good for you today.

[ End Tape 2, Side B]
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[ Session 3, June 3, 1995]

[ Begin Tape 3, Side Al
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oK.

We finished up with your first successful
canpai gn for assenbly last tine. You' re on your
way to Sacranmento for the first tinme. What are
your thoughts?

Well, of course, all the things that happened in
my life before that as a kid, and ny fears of
goi ng sonepl ace new, were all..

Were those thoughts in your mind as you went back
there, as you went to Sacranmento for the first
time? "Here | am going to another new pl ace
again."

Yeah. And | devel oped that feeling because |
went to school s--four and five and six different
schools a year--follow ng nmy father around, who
was a state highway inspector. The experiences

that | had with the reception | got at the L. A
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city schools, which were bad, all revisited ne.
So | didn'"t want to wal k up there. Everybody was
real ly suspect, an eneny.

So you went up kind of defensive, then.

Yeah, very defensively. | feared everybody there
was agai nst nme. They probably were. [Laughter]
The | eadership had to be, because Jesse Unruh was
t he nost active |eader at that tine. He had
supported ny opponent in the Denocratic primary.
That's right. So this is another reason for

t hi nki ng they' d probably be agai nst you.

| had suspicion to believe that he nade a dea
with the Republican in my district, an incunbent,
to vote for his candidate, Ralph [M] Brown, as
speaker. | used the word "suspicions."

But as far as you know, Unruh didn't support the
Republ i can candi date agai nst you, did he? O did
they just sort of back off, and not give you the
support they could have?

OCh, | didn't get any support because I'd run

agai nst the party-endorsed candi date.

But after that, when you had the nom nation, they
didn't...

No. There were indications that Jesse was
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inclined to ny Republican opponent, because the
speakership battle was his main thing, and [it]
becomes the main thing in the legislature. Wo

t he speaker is is very key, very inportant. And
the enemes that are nade in the battle for
speakership stay forever, nostly. And I
supported Gus Hawki ns, who the people who were
supporting me [supported]. The local city
counci | man, who had been in the |egislature, was
a friend of Gus's and he sort of steered ne in
that direction. Jesse sent word to the president
of the Lockheed union, [Lodge] 727 machi ni st

uni on, which at that tinme had thousands of

enpl oyees in the valley.

And you've got a pretty close relationship with
them right? You were part of the machinists.

| was a machinist, and the president of the

machi nists was a friend of mne. 1[|'d say that he
was very responsi ble for getting |abor behind ne
in the primary. Sonehow | survived the primary,
won the primary and survived the general election
agai nst an i ncunbent Republican, which I think
sonme people were surprised | was able to do. But

| worked awfully hard, and | had some good
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support.
Did Unruh tell the machinists to back off
supporting you or working hard for you?
No. What Jesse did was, after I won the genera
el ection--when John Snyder was the president of
t he Lockheed union and a well-known political
figure in California--Jesse told John, "You
better tell Tom Bane who's boss up here in
Sacranento. He better find out fast."
[ Laughter] Did he deliver the nmessage to you?
Del ivered the nessage to ne. | said, "You tel
hi m Jesse Unruh is not ny boss and never w ||
be." [Laughter] Well, tell himl was ready for
a fight, you know. Just natural reactions, you
know.
Well, did you see Jesse Unruh as the latest in a
long Iine of bullies?
Yes.
[ Laughter] So this is a pretty famliar scenario
to you, then?
Oh yes. | was ready for the fight.
Had you net himat this point?
Jesse? | may have seen himin sone of the

political battles that went on in California over
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who the state chairnman was.

But you' d never been formally introduced and sat
down and tal ked, or anything |ike that.

No. We'd been in neetings together, | saw him
So you've thrown down your gauntlet on your way
up to Sacranento.

You're right.

Right. So then you go to Sacramento. You' ve
staked out your territory. [Laughter]

Well, labor had a big neeting every year--a

| uncheon--at which they introduced the new

| egislators to |labor and to the crowd that cane
to the luncheon, and to each one of us. They,
too, were supporting GQus Hawkins. | ran for
office as a | abor candidate. My bill boards were
endorsed by the IAM [International Association of
Machi ni st and Aerospace Wrkers], AFL-C O

[ Ameri can Federation of Labor- Congress of

| ndustrial Organizations], you know. So | was
obvi ously a | abor candidate. Labor was kind of
anti - Jesse.

Wy was t hat?

Well, you formyour friends, and you're noving

t hem around. Jesse was not really liked by
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| abor. He once said to ne, "Damm you, Tom You
and | have the sanme voting record, yet | abor
likes you and they don't like ne." [Laughter]

So | explained to himthat | go to | abor to give
t hem everything they want nme to give. |I'mtheir
friend. They accept the things | can't give.

And | feel badly when | can't vote the way they
want me to vote, because we're friends. "You

[ Unruh] go to them as an eneny, and the votes you
give them you nake concessions to give them™

So the whol e approach is different.

Wth you, you' re part of the famly. Wth him
it's always horse trading.

Yeah. But it canme out to the sane thing because

our voting records were the sane. | was a friend
of labor, a |labor candidate. Well, | went down
to this luncheon, then. | was invited to cone

down to a big labor luncheon. And sitting down
right in front of the podiumwas this table with
the Denocratic | eadership: Jesse Unruh and
[WIlliam A'] Bill Munnell. So smart-ass Bane...
[ Laught er ]

What did you do?

GQus Hawki ns was out of the race, not officially,
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but quite apparently. He didn't have the votes.
And Jesse Unruh and Ral ph Brown were under
Jesse's tutelage, support. Managenent really was
comng away with the votes for speaker. So |
| ooked down at that son of a bitch... [Laughter]
Which, at the tine, is how you t hought of him
right?

That's just how | thought about him | said,
"Well, I'"mnot sure whether Gus Hawkins is stil
in the race for speaker, but I"'mstill supporting
him" [Laughter] | |ooked right down at Jesse.
You can see | was driven by the old fears, and
wor ki ng agai nst the odds, which I did. | was
strong enough to take ny position, and worKk[ed]
hard enough to support it. For instance, | can't
give you any figures for the first time I ran,
[when 1] won that race, but | engaged in what I
refer to as hand-to-hand conmbat. You know,
nmeeting people in the streets and in the markets
and places. Last tinme | ran, which was again
agai nst the party |eadership, | set a goal and in
the primary I met over a hundred thousand people

personal |l y.
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Personal | y and i ndivi dual ly.
| kept count by the giveaways | gave, the book of

mat ches, which was ny stock-in-trade at that

time. It was when matches were popular. And |
met a hundred thousand. | set a hundred thousand
as a goal. It's very effective. God, that's so
effective.

Al'l of your canpaigns.... Wll, your approach in
general, you're atireless worker. It seens |ike

you just pour this energy, whether it's

canpai gning.... But nore than nost people.

Yeah. In that race, | had a schedule. 1'd get
up at four-thirty in the norning, shave and
shower and dress and get ready for the route
during the day, which started at the Ceneral

Mot ors [ Corporation] plant at five-thirty in the
nmor ni ng, handi ng out ny matches and saying "H"
to the guys as they went to work. If they went
to work at six o' clock, 1'd be down there at
five-thirty in the norning. Then the other
shifts would start at six-thirty. As soon as the
enpl oynent bell rang, | didn't bother anybody. I
just left right then and went to the next

| ocation, which | had plotted out. So it would
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take me nmaybe ten mnutes to get to the other
| ocation in the Valley, or the workers' shop, and
|"d be at another plant gate, handing out ny
stuff. You know, sone places started work at
seven. |'d be there. | worked |abor--state
enpl oyees, city enpl oyees--[which] woul d take ne
until nine-thirty. Wen | went to those offices,
I"d wal k up to the separated swi ng gates, [which

are] out in front of all offices to keep people

out that don't belong there. | would wave to
sonebody in the back--1 don't know who | was
waving to--1'd take the gate and go right on

back, turn around, and hand out ny matches. So |
did that at bus stops. 1'd stop at a bus stop
and talk to everybody who was catching a bus.
They were Denocrats.

Not many Republican bus riders.

Then | worked the stores in Van Nuys, or any

ot her town | happened to be around. 1'd talk to
the clerks and see them \Wen | say talk to
them | really didn't nmean do any good chatti ng.
Real |y, my conversation was very intense. "Hi
|"'m Tom Bane, and I'mrunning for state assenbly.

|'d appreciate your vote,"” and on ny way to the
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next person. | had a big button: "I'm Tom
Bane." So they'd see ny big button, "I'm Tom
Bane." So they would see Tom Bane, and | am Tom
Bane; they sawit, they heard it, and | left them

a book of nmatches--or sonmething--to help them
remenber me. It was a volunme operation, really,
you know. | don't know how many peopl e you' ve
ever nmet in a store or market.

Well, | used to work as a clerk in one, so | net
quite a few. [Laughter]

Where did you work?

Oh, when | was a kid and | lived up in northern
California, there was a chain called Lee
Brothers. | was a retail clerk at Lee Brothers.
That's how | paid for part of ny education,
pushi ng the cash register.

You see nore candidates in that position...

You do.

But nost candi dates woul d stand outside the door,
because they weren't allowed in the store, and
hand out their literature. Not nme. |'d walk in
that store...

Until they threw you out?

Yeah, they always threw nme out. [Laughter] The
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guy who was nmy coach was Everett Burkhalter, who
devel oped this technique. He says, "Tom 1've
been thrown out of sone of the best places in
town." [Laughter]

You know, if you had not got into politics, you
woul d have been a great uni on organi zer.

[ Laught er ]

| renmenber the time in Burbank at the El ks C ub,
they were having a dance. So | went in, worked
the dance floor, and [net] the people there. They
escorted ne out. So | went out the front door on
their arm Around the back door, which |I knew
where it was. ..

Went back in.

Went back in, and talked to people that were
cooking. | had been taught that you al ways want
to talk to people who' d been cooking. Most
peopl e don't bother with them But you go in
there, they' Il remenber you. So when they're
serving dinners and stuff, I go down and see
them The guy that closely replicates ny work is
Gray Davis, by the way. | saw himthe other day.
He's going to nmake it for governor just because

he's working so hard all the tinme, all the tine.
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Anyway, | had a chance to neet as nany people as
it was possible to neet.

| SOARDI : Wher e does your work ethic conme fron? | nean,
your canpai gning and your work as a | egi sl ator,
you're just a tireless, absolutely tirel ess
wor ker. Where does that kind of comm tnent and
drive come fronf

BANE: Fromny father, | guess. Qur famly was a work

famly. Times were kind of tough in those old

days. We lived up in Mnt Canyon. | don't know
whet her you know where that is or not. It's on
the way toward Palndale. It was a poor famly,

you know, the three of us boys. This was a

shack, and | really nean shack.

| SOARDI : So fromearly on, everybody was working all the
tinme.
BANE: Oh yeah. O trying to. | had a terrible tinme

dealing with retirenent.

| SOARDI : Yes, | would think so.

BANE: Terrible tine.

| SOARDI : That must have been a jolt.

BANE: Just a terrible tine.

| SOARDI : Wiy did you finally retire? Wy at that

particul ar point?
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| was in ny seventies. 1'd been on ny back from
a coupl e of back surgeries. The |ast years |
spent two years in pain. It just becanme tine for
me to | eave.

Wel |, you probably couldn't have gone at your job
with the kind of energy that you normally woul d.
Was that part of your thinking, then?

Well, I knew that |I was highly respected and had
built a reputation, and | wanted to be renenbered
that way. | was on a downhill. So many old
peopl e stay there until they | ose an el ection.
didn't want to go out a |loser, you know.

Besi des, | was tal king about whether | nade a
maj or acconplishnment legislatively. 1'd pretty
well fulfilled the reason | went into politics.
And termlimtations canme up, and on top of that,
what's ny goal, what else am| going to do,
what's ny chore. | guess the only thing that had
nmy interest was education. And with termlimts,
nobody can do anyt hi ng about education.

Why' s t hat ?

Well, it takes forever to get a bill through.
Especially with education, or just in general ?

No. Anything that's controversial.
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Discrimnation, civil rights. One of ny bills
has been chal | enged constitutionally. | was the
author of the hate crimes bill' or the civil
rights bill, whatever you want to call it, which
put major restrictions on people making a career
of attacking mnorities. | really acconplished a
maj or goal, the major goal
So to a degree, you'd thought you' d achi eved what
you wanted in politics.
That's right.
When you first went up to Sacranento, how nuch of
an agenda did you have in mnd? Wre there
certain things that you really wanted to
acconplish? D d you sort of sit down one day and
think of, "Okay. Now |I've been elected: Wat
are ny goal s?"
Vell, the first one was to survive Jesse Unruh
[ Laught er ]
So you were prepared for sone big battles with
hi m
Yeah, and we had them | was tougher than he

was. Tougher and nastier than he was.

1 A B. 2719, 1984 Reg. Sess., Cal. Stat., ch. 1449,
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When did you first encounter himdirectly? Do
you renenber that at all?
Well, the party in control, which was the
Denocrats, the speaker assigns the conmttee
chai rman and vice chairman. To strengthen their
new nmenbers, they figured, "I'Il give themthe
vice chairman of sonme committee." The title
beconmes sonething very inportant they can go hone
and brag about. Everybody got a vice chairman-
shi p except Tom Bane.
No ki ddi ng? Everyone.
Everyone.
Did this surprise you?
No.
How di d you react?
Well, some things I'Il tell you and sone things I
won't, unless you turn the m ke off.
Well, that's up to you. |It's up to you what goes
down on the record. [Laughter]
Qur first verbal conflict wth Jesse was he had a
friend, [Jeronme R ] Jerry Waldie, who was a very
bri ght young man. W' re standing, and being
tall, I"'min the back row, and Jesse Unruh being

shorter and Wal di e being shorter, he ended up
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right in front of me. So the first verbal
encounter we had was snart-ass Jesse says to
Jerry Waldie, "Watch it, Jerry. Tom Bane's
behind us. W mght get a knife." So snart-ass

Bane says, "No, Jesse. Wen | give you the

knife, I'lIl give it to you fromthe front. |
want to see you wince." [Laughter]

| SOARDI : Oh jeez. Did he laugh?

BANE: He shrugged. [Laughter] I'ma little tough, you
know.

| SOARDI : Probably not many people had told hi m sonethi ng
i ke that.

BANE: He was the man. He was the big shot. "No,
Jesse. Wien | give you the knife, I'Il give it
to you fromthe front. | want to see you w nce."

[ Laughter] So that didn't enhance our
rel ationship. [Laughter] But it was part of ny
being ready to fight, because of all those years

of going from school to school

| SOARDI : You wanted to nake very sure he understood you.
BANE: Well, the Bane family had a slogan: "Don't push
t he Bane wagon." [Laughter] | was raised in

construction work. My father and brother were

pl astering contractors, and ny brother was a
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|ather. The dirtiest job to do, then, was the
hod carrier, to mx the nud and carry it on your
shoul der and dunp it on the nortar board.

| SOARDI : Backbr eaki ng wor k.

BANE: One side of ny body is devel oped nmuch bigger
[ and] stronger than the other side. Because |
started carrying nud with ny hand in a bucket,
because | couldn't |ift the hod. That's okay.
You go honme and you're tired, and you feel good
because you're tired. |1 don't know whether you

can understand that or not.

| SOARDI : Yeah, | know that feeling.
BANE: But | know tougher words than Jesse Unruh
ever.... [Laughter] 1[I'd been out there, you

know, with construction workers. So Jesse was a

pushover .
| SOARDI : So you had a strong background, and you cane to
Sacranmento al so without his support. 1In fact, in

al nost opposition to him So you didn't owe him

anyt hing, unlike probably other people who did.
BANE: Well, turnit off... [Laughter] [Interruption]

...Since |I'd had many tough encounters in which

was just as nasty as | could be.
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How long did that last? How long were you in
this kind of oppositional phase with Jesse Unruh?
Did he try and win you over right away, or did it
t ake awhil e?
No. Although |I was very much opposed to
Jesse.... Ralph Brown cane up to visit ny
office. | said, "Ralph, if you ever need a vote

and you got to have it, let ne know. But don't

send Jesse Unruh to tell nme, because you'll sure
as hell lose a vote if you do. Wuld you do
that?" He had a very good secretary, | can't

remenber her name now, but "Just have her stop by
and tell nme you need a vote."

You got along well w th Ral ph Brown.

Yeah.

What was your opinion of himas a speaker?

Wel |, Jesse had picked himas a speaker, 1 think,
because he was an agreeable guy, a nice guy. He
want ed a j udgeshi p, and speakership to himwas a
step to the judgeship.

Oh, that was his real notivation

Yeah. Ralph was a tall, gray-haired, courtly
gentl eman, which, believe it or not, is the

reputation | eventually established. [Laughter]
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That has nothing to do with nmy encounter with
Jesse Unruh. But he started it, or did he?
Yeah, he did. But | liked canpaigns, you know,
and they used to have special elections. They'd
ask for workers. | was al ways there working.
And, of course, Jesse was generally running the
office for specials. 1'd go down and work the
precincts. And they didn't find many people to
do that, you know. So |I was a vigorous worker.
| know the first time we worked together was down
in Los Angeles. They ran out of literature at
t he headquarters. They had a bunch of people
cone the next day, "Wat the hell are we going to
do?" They said, "W need sone literature.” It

takes four days to get canpaign literature

printed. | said, "You want sone literature."
"Yeah, that's it." "I1'Il get you sone.” | took
a copy of one of the brochures they had. 1| said,

"I can't get it done in two colors, but | can get
it done overnight." "You know how to do that?
kay." | don't think he thought | could do it.
So | took a piece of literature, went to a print
shop where there was a young ki d about sixteen

years old. H's father ran a union shop out in
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the valley. The union shop, you understand. |
had been a union man, and we had wor ked toget her
in the union politics. He shot it, and that
ni ght he ran twenty-five thousand pieces. And
the next nmorning | showed up with twenty-five
t housand pieces of literature, a little wet,

[ Laughter] but it was there.
It was done, yeabh.

| got involved a little bit in the strategy. So

Jesse says, "Tom | like the way you work." |
said, "Cee, thanks."™ And he said, "I'd like you
to join ny team"” "I would do that, Jesse, as

| ong as you understand | don't sit on any bench

for anybody's team"™ So he said, "Well, we've
got a vice chairmanship comng up." | said,
"Well, Jesse, you owed ne that when | cane up
here. 1t's the chairmanship or nothing."

[ Laughter] Freshman Denocrat, you know.

[ Laught er ]

That's what you told hinf

Yeah.

Now, how | ong had you been up there when this
happened? A few nonths? A year naybe?

Well, that was somewhere along that. Ten, twelve
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nmont hs.
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So did this stop himin his tracks, when you told
hi m you were dermandi ng a chai rmanshi p?

He gave ne a chai r manshi p.

He did, without any problem wthout any fight?
That was the price.

Non- negot i abl e.

He got to know ne by that tinme. [Laughter]

So | guess in that sense, it wouldn't have
surprised him then. [Laughter] So that's when
he made you chairman of [the Commttee on]

I ndustrial Relations. Wre you the only freshnman
wi th a chairmanshi p?

Yes. It was fair, don't you think? [Laughter]
Well, you were the only one w thout anything, and
you just leapfrog it.

Yeah.

What did that nmean to you when he said, "I want
you to be part of ny teani?

Oh, you see, | knew | was successful up there.
Through Ral ph Brown | got appointed to a joint

senat e- assenbly Conmttee on Water. Jesse
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couldn't stop that. | was carrying sone
transportation legislation as a freshman--it was
a resolution--and he was going to stop that,
except | asked the chairman of the Transportation
Commttee to carry the bill. So that screwed him
up agai n.

So you got it through.

| got it through.

What was the bill about, do you renenber?

Ch, it was an early bill on snpbg control.

Was Unruh opposing it just because it was yours?
Well, he just wanted to be sure that.... The guy
that carried that resolution would go back to a
national nmeeting. And he was going to see to it
that | didn't.

So as long as soneone else carried it, it was OK
Wel |, yeah. That nakes sense that the chairman
woul d go back. He saw ne be effective on the
floor. And you think of sonmebody who wants to be
speaker, you can't afford to have sonebody that's
smart fighting you.

So you were energing as one of the nost effective
new nmenbers of the assenbly, and he saw that.

Yeabh.
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Plus I"m sure he admred your work ethic as well.
Ch yeah. You know, he ran across ny work on the
[Californial] Constitution. Every nenber is given
SO many constitutions every year to send out to
| awyers and constituents. So | set up a system
of sending out a constitution and keeping track
of who | sent it to. And then when it was
anended- - any anmendnents that would fit into their
books--1 would send them copi es of the amendnents
to the constitution. And he saw these and said,
"My God." [Laughter] He and | becane good
friends.
Fromthis point on, you agree to join his inner
circle, right, which is essentially the
Denocratic | eadership, right, controlling the
assenbl y.
Vell, | don't think he nmade that full of an
of fer.
So what did this involve, then, initially, being
a part of this group? And who were you with, who
el se was there?
| was the chairman in nmy freshman year. How can
you beat that? So that was enough. | wasn't

hungry. | was a little burned over the vice
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chai rmanship, so | cured that.
Ni cely. [Laughter] So then you start working
with Unruh. What form does that take? O do you
have regul ar neetings with hinf
Well, the formit took was there was a vacancy on
the Rules Commttee, and | was put on the Rules
Commttee. And though there are signs of
strength, | guess, in politics, you know, those
are signs of power.
The Rules Conmittee is very powerful.
In the next term!|l was up there, | was chairman
of Rul es.
Are you neeting with Unruh on a regul ar basis at
this point? | nean, when he says he wanted you
to join his group, what did that nean? | nean,
is it regular neetings? 1Is it just sort of
casual get-togethers with people who think alike
or people who want to exchange i deas?
He wanted ne on his side.
That was pretty nmuch it, just in a general sense.
He wanted to get rid of nme as an opponent. But
you see, |'d been raised on union politics, so
t he nechani sm of power in the assenbly was

not hi ng new to ne.
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| guess now you're working nore closely with
Jesse Unruh
Yeah. | was no longer fighting him and he was
no | onger fighting ne.

So you're being pulled nore into the | eadership
mechani smin the assenbly?

Yeah. Your first glinpse of |eadership power is
when the chairnen get together in a neeting with
the speaker. So | becanme part of that: the
chairs nmeeting with the speaker. Jesse started
out pretty much working with UC [University of
California] and USC [University of Southern
Californial]. Miinly UC, the University of
California. And he devel oped a cl ose
relationship with sone of the top people. Sone
were invited to neetings. | don't want you to be
too i npressed with nmy novenent up

Why not ?

Well, one day | was standing in the chanber and
wat ched the people cone through. The quality of
menber ship at that time--nmaking five hundred
dollars a nonth--was very poor. He said, "Wiat's
the matter, TonP" | said, "Wiy?" He says, "Kind

of a funny | ook on your face.” | said, "Wll,
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Jesse, | was just looking at the people in the
chanmber here. There's not a leader in the lot."
[ Laughter] And he said, "Tom did you ever think
how tough on us it would be if they were all
| eaders?" He was a bright guy, you know. He
was.
Very savvy.
No | eaders. Another quality out of this about
Jesse. One tine he did sonething very, very
special, trying to make a friend out of an active
eneny. Later on when his and ny relationship was
wel | established, | questioned himabout it. He
says, "You know, if I'd killed all my enemes, |
woul dn't have any friends today."
[ Laughter] Very revealing coment. Very
reveal i ng.
So that his nove to ne was not out of character.
However, ny price was very high. He nade friends
out of his enemes. Very savvy man. Very
strong, steady nman. He couldn't handl e bad press
stories about himvery well. That woul d throw
himinto a spin. He had two close friends:
[ Robert W] Bobby Crown and Tom Bane. W al ways

went out and wherever he was, we found hi mand
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got himback to work.
He had his passions, | guess. Or his appetites.
| won't enlarge upon that. [Laughter] Hs wife
said, "I don't think Tomw ||l make a good
politician because he's not tough enough.” He
said "Not tough enough?" [Laughter] She was
stunned when she understood how tough | was.
So your eval uation when you got to the assenbly,
then, was that the assenbly was very poor in
terms of political |eadershinp.
Oh, terrible. That's why | said, "I better not
try to inpress you."
Wiy do you think that was the case? Was it just
the pay? The pay was so | ow?
Well, it was a small state then, conparatively

speaki ng, and the position of assenbl yman wasn't

much. Now they have all |eaders up there. It's
a ness.
[ Laughter] Well, it's partly, maybe, because of

what you and Jesse Unruh did.

No.

| nmean, in a sense you guys transformed the
| egi sl ature very nuch

Ch yeah.  Yep.
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| SOARDI : Was this sonething that, then, you were trying to
change, trying to nmake the assenbly, then, a
stronger body, a body that would attract people
who were |eaders to it?

BANE: Well, the only plan on ny part was the plan that
devel oped to increase the caliber by increasing
pay. For instance, five hundred dollars a nonth
was not going to attract anybody, and so we tried
various things that failed. | went to Jesse, and
| said, "Jesse, the constitution needs revision.
[It's] got a lot of old |language in there and
stuff like that. It really needs sone revision.
I'd like to forma Constitution Revision
Commi ssion, and while we're revising it, we can
get rid of that restriction of five hundred
dollars a nonth.” "WelIl, we've tried everything
else. You mght as well try that." So I forned
the California Constitution Revision Conm ssion,
and we asked for appointnments fromthe press,
maj or newspapers, fromlabor, fromthe
[California] State Chanber of Commerce. W
brought everybody into it. It becane a very
whol esone operation. Although I didn't hold any

titleinit, I really ran it and hired the staff.
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| had a Republican staff nmenber and a Republican
chairman who had run for state treasurer as a
Republ i can nom nee. He and | had | ots of ideas,
you know, the sane ideas. He is what | would
call a liberal Republican, but he was a well-
known Republican. So |I chose himas a chairnan
rather than the top staff position. | put the
el ements together to nake it a strong, desirable,
and worthwhile project. And we did. [We] went
t hrough all the various sections of the
constitution. W started out with [Article] 1V,
whi ch was the |l egislative section. [W] had lots
of neetings and studies. So we did do a really
first-class, thorough general revision. W ran
into one problem That was an issue that
affected the separation of church and state. W
couldn't come to a consensus so we transferred
that section to [Article] XlIIl. Separation of
church and state drives the public wild. |
didn't plan to nove on that until we were just
about finished with our work.

There was a young fell ow who was a very, very
bri ght young man, who'd been interested in

politics ever since he was a |little kid. Very
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bright, a genius. Hgh IQ 180, sonmething |ike
that. |'d seen himcone to the Denocratic
headquarters when he was a kid. He'd get a
fistful of literature to go out door-to-door. |
asked the office nanager, "What did you give him
that for? Al he's going to do with that is to
trash it." "Well, not Alan," said the office
manager. So | followed Al an out the door, ten
paces behind, got in ny car and went out in the
area that he was supposed to be wal ki ng and
wat ched him Sure enough, he was goi ng door-to-
door. As the years went by, he becane part of
the office where he used to work, and canpai gn
and stuff like that. He did a great job. A
registration drive. He had what you' d call bird-
doggers. They'd go out and find people who woul d
beconme regi stered Denocrats. They stopped at a
house that was a Republican house. They said,
"Forget that.” They didn't turn those nanes in,
whet her they're registered or not. They told
them where to go to get registered.

That was Al an who?
Robbi ns.
Was that Al an Robbins? Really?
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One of the years | cane down, and they quit bird-
dogging. And | said, "Alan, why did you quit?"
"We've got nore nanes than we can register."”
"Let nme teach you, Alan. | want you to renenber
this principle: if you have a link in the
organi zation canpaign that's weak, don't weaken
all the links to that one link, if you re going
to have maxi num strength, that is.”™ He says,
"Well, howcan | do that?" So | go to ny
secretary and ask her if she had a copy of the
newspaper that listed all the registrars over in
nei ghboring G endale. They had |ots of
registrars, but no Denbcrats to register.
[ Laughter] Sone things never change.
So | had himget in touch with them And he
arranged for people over there to come over to ny
district and register Denocrats. He kept all the
book work and did all the organization. An
effective job. Very snmart Kkid.

One day | had himdraft the constitutional
by-laws for a new club that was form ng. So he
wote it, and when he got finished with it, he
said, "I want to show you what | did with this.

You take a person on the board of directors with



BANE:

96

this by-law and this constitutional revision.
Any tine it got together, you can control that
club just by a couple of people.” | said, "Al an,
can't you do anything sinple?" The answer to
that question is "No." He was so bright, you
know. His mind was so quick. He really nmade a
great state |egislator because he was ahead of
everybody el se. And he would figure out
solutions to problens that nobody could figure
out. He really did a lot of good work in the
senat e.

| hired himto work for the comm ssion. |
said, "Alan, why don't you take all this stuff
and do a treatise on the Constitution Revision
Commi ssion's work. First, | want you to reprint
the present constitution. Second, beside it
print what our anmendnents do, and, nunber three,
what the public's reaction to it will be."” He
did the nost beautiful job you ever saw in your
life: very detailed, very thorough. And he was
smart. He understood the issues. Then the issue
canme up that one of those was the separation of
church and state. |If that got on the ballot,

that would be all the people would be fighting
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over, separation of church and state. So we
noved that in the final draft of the revision
comm ssion's work so that particular issue was
put into a later consideration along with a
coupl e of other key issues that woul d have caused
a lot of trouble on the ballot.

So his detail ed work provided a good, sound
revi si on--not everything was done on a good,
sound revi sion basis--which we knew t he public
woul d buy easily, including the establishnent of
a conmi ssion to set |legislative salaries.

[ Laughter] But that was a small part of it.
Smal | part. But that Constitution Revision
Commi ssion resulted in increasing our salaries,
and we started being able to attract a better
class of nmenbers. But it was a |lot of work. A
| ot of work.

Wasn't al so your concern, then, building up the
resources that assenbl ynen had, enabling

assenbl ynen to increase their staffs?

Wel |, that becane part of the general overhaul of
the legislature. W established a class of
consultants to the |l egislature, where a chairnman

was able to hire a consultant, a high-quality
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person. | put on restrictions so none of the
present staff could be hired in that position,
whi ch we had sone battles over. [If we did not
keep the restriction, friendly secretaries would
get the jobs. | won the battle over sonme strong
opposi tion, which was just.

What were the oppositional argunents, do you
remenber that? Wiy were they opposed?

Wel |, they have a present person there who is
qualified, why can't they have...

Go ahead and use him

Yeah, in that position. And | knew what woul d
happen. | understood the argunents. | stil
understand them you know. But | kept the
restrictions on over our position until we hired
a nunber of consultants of a higher quality.

O herwi se, we'd just be giving everybody el se a
rai se, you know. |[|'ve never been particularly
proud of that position | took. It had some bad
principle to it, but it did the practical job of
hiring a whole new | evel of personnel for the

| egislature. California becanme, as a result of
t hose noves, one of the best legislatures in the

nation. Well, we got off the track there sone
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pl ace.
Well, yes and no. Not really.
We got through ny relationship with Jesse Unruh
Well, I think we got to the point where you sort
of agreed to work with him He gave you the
chai r manshi p.
Vell, I liked Jesse.
When did that start happening, or did you al ways
have a m xed attitude about hin? Ws there
al ways part of himthat appealed to you? O now
that you were working in Sacranmento in the sane
body with him did your opinion change of hinf
Well, I was tough, and he was tough.
So you respected him then.
| respected his brain power. You get to know
him He could sit in aroomwth a couple of
conversations going on, and he can |isten and
hear what's going on with this group, what's
going on with that group, and make up his m nd.
Brilliant mnd. He was a bright fellow, a very
sensitive man. | once was called to introduce
himto a session down in Los Angeles. |
descri bed himas a man who spends his |ife taking

care of those we refer to as the forgotten man.
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"So as long as we have Jesse Unruh as Speaker of
t he Assenbly, those people won't be forgotten.™
| made sone rather great speeches during the
time. |1 got so | couldn't do that in ny |ater
years. | think it has sonething to do with
menmory. WIllie [L.] Brown [Jr.] has a trenendous
menory and he knows what el enents he has to hit.
So he just starts speaking, no notes.
It's just all right there.
Al right there, and he clicks themout just like
that. Fantastic. M relationship with Wllie
Brown started sonewhat |ike ny relationship with
Jesse Unruh.
Real | y? QOppositional as well. You felt kind of
an opposition to himal so?
No. It just says that I wasn't one of those who
voted for himfor speaker. | nade ny comm tnent
to Howard [L.] Berman. And the year that battle
took place.... No, no. No, that took place
after 1'd been out ten years and cane back.
There was a friend of mne, Leon Ral ph, who was a
bl ack | egislator fromWatts. He and | were good
friends. The | eadership up in Sacranmento were

opposing me when | ran in 1974, after 1'd been
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BANE: out for ten years. | had a good job. It paid
well. The salary in Sacranento was very |ow, you
know. | didn't feel the pain of the cut in
salary until | went to the bank. [Laughter] 1'd
hit sixty. | |ooked back at ny life and said,
"Well, what am | going to do now?" | decided

that the nost pleasure | had had was in the

| egislature, and | wanted to spend the rest of ny
life doing that.

[I nterruption]

[ End Tape 3, Side B]
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He had style. | guess it was a very determ ned
style.

It certainly sounds it.

And it wasn't anything | planned. | just wanted
peopl e to know exactly where | stood, you know,
what they were dealing with. | leveled with
them and | expected themto |level with ne. So
on the Denocratic clubs endorsed candi dates, they
woul dn't interview nme unless | agreed to not run
if they didn't endorse nme. You know, | just
didn't buy that. | said, no, | was running.
They didn't have a right to tell nme. So it was
the sane way with Pat Brown.

Tell me about your first encounter wth Pat
Brown, and how your relationship was in those
early years.

When | first nmet Pat Brown, | checked his record

and | was nuch inpressed with him | net him
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down at the Hotel California when he was running

for governor. [1] worked his first canpaign...

| SOARDI : You did.

BANE: Yeah. Great deal of respect for him

| SOARDI : What did you Iike about hinf

BANE: Charmng fellow [ Laughter]

| SOARDI : Real | y?

BANE: Very char m ng.

| SOARDI : And you liked his politics?

BANE: Yeah. | renenber once when we canme out in Van
Nuys one norning. It was a publicized neeting.

We cane down, and the press was there. So when
he cane out of the neeting, there were sone kids
there too. He kneeled down and tal ked and

chatted with the kids.

| SOARD! : Phot o op[portunity], | guess they call it now,
right?
BANE: Yeah. Well, he nmade a great inpression, both on

the public and on ne. So we were on a good first
start. But when | went to Sacranento, everybody
was an eneny.

| SOARDI : You nean that was your attitude.

BANE: That's the best way | can describe it. 1 was

afraid of everybody. That's because of ny early
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experi ence going from.
Al'l the different schools.
Four or five, six schools in the country a year.
Did you also feel that way about Brown, that you
woul d be sonewhat adversarial, or you were
somewhat suspi ci ous of hi mwhen you..
| felt that way alnost all ny life, those
reactions, but | knew | had them Just like |
know that I'minclined to be an introvert and a
recluse. | married Marl ene [Rothstein Bane], and
of course Marlene is an extrovert if there ever
was one.
Extrovert par excellence. Well, let's see, for
an introvert and a recluse, you get involved in
politics nost of your life, and you marry an
extrovert.
Well, she is great.
Well, you certainly didn't let it get in the way.
Well, it tries occasionally, but it doesn't
survive.
Did you have much to do with Pat Brown up there?
Yeah.
Did he, at one point early on, call you into his

of fice or anything?
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Wel |, you know, Jesse was a power. And Jesse
made a place for ne there. | becane chairnman of
Rul es, and | becane a power. Actually, | think

did nost of the work of building the California

| egi sl ature.

How so?

Jesse got all the credit for the things that cane
out of nmy head, you know. No question, Jesse had
ideas in his head, too. | renmenber he once said
to me, "Damm you, Tom W come to the concl usion
that we're going to do a certain thing, and
before | have a chance to change ny mnd, you' ve
got it done.” [Laughter] So | was a doer. So |
becane a power. But before that, very early, the
mayor of Burbank--a | awer--wanted an appoi nt nent
to the Al cohol and Beverage [Control] Appeals
Board. Well, that's a top-paying job, and one of
the nost prestigious as far as status is
concerned. It's a high-paying conmssion with a
| ot of power. | got Pat to give that

appoi ntnment, and he did. O course, preceding
that, | guess, mne was the final vote Pat needed
for his California water project. So when it got

down to the chips, |I cast ny vote for it. One of
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Pat's staff canme to ne and said, "Thanks, the
governor appreciates that very nmuch."” | said, "I
didn't do it for the governor. | didit for the
people of California." [Laughter] So anyway,
| ooki ng back on it |I'msurprised, but the
governor did appoint [Edward] Ed O son from
Bur bank to the Al cohol and Beverage Appeal s
Boar d.

| SOARDI : Did you work at all carefully with the governor
over anything, or did he see you as an ally of
Unruh and just kind of ostracize you, then?

BANE: Well, he certainly, at the beginning, couldn't
think I was a friend of Unruh's. But in ny old
age, | look back and say that Jesse and I, for a
period of tinme, ran that place. A piece of
legislation that | carried was to require the
county registrar of voters--or any counties that
had conputerized records--to give a copy of the
regi stered voters precinct sheets to each party,
Denocrats and Republi cans.

| SOARDI : Way did you think that was inportant?

BANE: Well, let's see if | can give it a noble purpose.
[ Laughter] Well, one thing was a begi nning of

the steps to try to cut down the costs of
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canpaigning. The party would take it and could
dissemnate it to its various candidates, its
various party nenbers. It becane part of the
el ectoral process. Pat Brown had a guy who ran
hi s canpai gn who was in that business. He
figured that what | was doing was cutting into
hi s business and would be harnful to it. So he
convinced Pat to veto the bill, and I got worried
he was really going to veto ny bill. So I went
to see a fellow nanmed [Paul] Ward, who was his
chief of staff. Pat Brown was on his way to
Europe. It wasn't too long after we ran a
canpai gn for Pat, [Charles] Hal e Chanpion and
[ Eugene] Gene Wnan, and | was county chai rnan.
They called me down to explain the problens.
Actual ly, they'd done an in-depth survey, and
they found out that Richard [M] N xon was
runni ng agai nst Pat Brown for governor during
t hat el ection.

| SOARDI : Uh-huh. ' Sixty-two el ection

BANE: And the public didn't Iike Pat Brown, and the
public didn't like Richard Nixon. But if they
did vote, they'd vote for Pat Brown. They didn't

like either one of them [Laughter]
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Wy not Pat Brown?
Wiy they didn't |ike hinf
Why t he change?
Vell, | can't answer that because | didn't have
answers to the questions they asked, but I'd say
the press worked himover. He was doing |ots of
new things in the fields of education and water,
and that always stirs up people when he steps in
and disturbs the way things were. So the
i ncunmbents of the public trust were endangered by
hi m and what he was doing. So | said, "Wll,
you' ve got to turn Pat Brown's vote out with late
notification, probably a postal card Monday
norni ng before the election. 1t should have the
polling place on it and a little sl ogan about
"The duty of people in a denbcracy is to
participate.'" That's easy to say, but it's
tough to do. | don't know how you do it. They
agreed that Monday norning, a postal card, first-
class, with a notification of the polling place
to rem nd people where it was. You know what
happens i n a case when they have that kind of
attitude toward both Republican and Denocratic

candi dates--they didn't like them-they throw al
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the informati on away. So this was to counteract

that. So they agreed with the phil osophy and the

pur pose.
They asked if | could doit. | said, "I
don't know." "Well, howlong will it take you to

make up your m nd?" O course, we didn't have
conputers in those days. So | said it would take
me two weeks. One week went by, and Gene Wnan
called nme. | said, "I told you it would take ne
two weeks. It's only been a week." [Laughter]
The Denocratic county conmittee staff person,
around Denocratic headquarters, said it couldn't
be done. Jesse wanted a get-out-the-vote drive,
and | did think about what the cost would be, you
know. Wen | talked with himon the phone, he
sai d, "Wen they get enough noney, we can finish
the get-out-the-vote drive.”" | said, "I can find
that for you." He said, "Yeah? Were?" | said,
"The noney set aside for the mailing program |
can just tell theml can't do it. Then you' ve
got that pot of nobney to work with.” "No," he
said, "I don't want you to do that. The chief of
the county conmttee says, 'You can't do it!' |

want you to prove himwong." [Laughter] Jesse
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and | were very close about that time, you know.

Anyway, | had to work through the probl em of
getting duplicating material and to duplicate
addresses. O course, | needed a duplicating
machi ne. That means duplication of 125 | abel s
for a precinct, 125 households. | worked with a
young man [ M chael Shulen] in the printing
busi ness. | made arrangenents to rent a couple
of commercial ditto machines. The m nmeograph was
totally out of the picture because you' d take a
whol e m nmeograph sheet for one nane, so it gets
pretty expensive. But the dittos' sides are
duplicable so that you could stick the little tab
in the machine, and it nade your mnaster copy.

So we got it down to where the job could be
done. At the end of two weeks, | was able to
tell themwe could do it. And he brought up the
fact that "Bob Jeans says you can't do it." |
said, "Well, it would be a |ot easier on ne if
you' d take his word for it." [Laughter] He
said, "What can you do?" "l just got through
telling youl can do it." | got alittle
agitated, you know. How many tinmes did he want

me to tell himthat?
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We enbarked on the program and the CORO
Foundation had offered the Denocratic party a
batch of interns--co-interns to the party--to
hel p wi th canpai gns, because that's part of their
program Wthin that group was Bruce Corw n,
[ James] Jim Lane, and | think Jack Lewis--1 think
that's his nanme. He's a judge now.
Anyway, | got the interns and assigned themto
this project. | figured on running the operation
around twenty-four hours a day, w th machines
working. | rented some neters, which printed the
postage on. Beyond the nechanical stuff we could
put together, we had the | abels typed, the
precincts marked, the famlies together, and
counted how many | abels we needed for that. W
rented a big warehouse. It's not quite the term
for it, [rather] a big auditorium a big,
spaci ous place soneplace. | used to sit in ny
office, with the staff, going over nentally and
verbally what the job we had to do [was] and
uncovering every aspect of what could go wong
and what we needed to do. W had ni neteen days
fromthe time we could get the sheets fromthe

registrar of voters to the time we had to do the
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mailing. | built all the machinery, and | built
all the staff and the whole operation to do it in
half that tinme. | overestinmated the nunber of
staff | needed and the tinme | needed to do it in,
ni neteen days. | got it done. | had enough
storage space around the walls so | could stack
in cartons the stuff for each precinct. The
districts were separated. The county conmttee
was all for it. You know, they have, | think,
about three hundred nenmbers, so | broke theminto
two groups: sone were working odd nights, others
were working even nights. Over three hundred
menbers, | think, and only five or six turned up.
Par for the course.

Yes. They're good at talking, though. So we

wor ked around the clock. W got permts in

Bur bank, permts in dendale, nmeters for Burbank
d endal e, and one of the other big towns in Los
Angel es County, and we did it all by our

machi nery. W got done so early that we did sone
for a couple of other counties that were
interested in the project. Anyway, we did over
two mllion pieces of mail. Governor Brown won

the election, and | had a pretty heavy part in
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hi s canpai gn.
| guess about that time that Pat Brown is running
agai nst Richard Ni xon, Jesse Unruh was al so
fighting to becone the speaker.
He was the speaker.
Yeah, he wins for the first tinme and he becones
speaker. How involved were you in that?
"' m not sure what your question is.
It's about Unruh's canpaign to becone speaker.
How did it happen, and what role did you play?
Well, we'll go off the tape for sonme of this.
Not yet, though. [Laughter] Well, all he had to
do was get forty-one votes. Jesse had raised
money for a |lot of the candi dates that were
there, and | had rai sed noney for sone of the
candi dates that were there. Jesse was chairman
of [the Commttee on] Ways and Means. He wasn't
any newconer, so he was supposedly "the guy,"
but you can never count on that. | was up to ny
neck in his canpaign for speaker. Toward the end
| asked that we put the finishing touches on
this. | would say that Jesse was very nervous,
very insecure facing this kind of election, and

he had fears. Jesse had quite a few fears.
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couldn't get himto neet with ne.
Why not ?
He didn't want to face the finish of the
canpaign. So | arranged a neeting, sort of to
his surprise. [Laughter] And if you turn it
off, I"I'l tell you how !l did that...
[I nterruption]
...During this neeting that I had set up with
Jesse, he didn't expect ne there. But he was
very cooperative, as long as | faced himwth it,
a very sinple thing of having to set a | uncheon
meeting up with the Denocratic caucus. Just
prior to the tinme that the vote was taking place
on the floor.... Well, | forgot a whole section
of this thing, but we'll go back and cover it.

We'd built up a programin advance by sone
| egislation that either | carried or had sonebody
carry it for me. W set up in the statutes the
el ection process. Now, we'd run across a
situation where Carl os Bee was a very popul ar
Speaker pro tenpore. It was very obvious he
could handle that job and did handle it, as far

as the speaking part was concerned on the floor.
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That's what nost people saw. Ral ph Brown worked
for a judgeship, and Jesse was being very
cooperative hel ping Ral ph get the judgeship. So
with a bill I wote, | dealt with the subject of
the el ection of the speaker and the sequence in
case anythi ng happened to the speaker.

So we set up for the chief clerk to call a
nmeeting of the legislature together so they could
get together and el ect a new speaker. Well, the
fear that Jesse had was that Carlos Bee, if he
t ook over as speaker during the vacation between
the legislatures, he'd be able to put the thing
toget her so Jesse wouldn't be able to crack it.
So what he had to do is see to it that that
didn't happen. So | set up in the codes this
procedure of electing a speaker by having the
chief clerk call an official neeting of the
| egislature. 1 sent themthe statute as
sonething that had to be done. | was supposed to
take up a short period between the tinme the
vacancy occurred and the tine we had the
election. So | got all these commtnents for
Jesse, which people don't always keep their

commi t nent s.
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So he was concerned that there were sone people
t hat were wavering, maybe.
That's right. Well, that's happened. You know,
like [Chester B.] Chet Way committed to vote for
Howard Bernman for speaker. \Wen he's got down
his chi ps, he says, "Yeah, | conmitted to him
but that didn't nean | was going to vote for
him" [Laughter] Only Chet Way could say that.
A | ot of pressure gets put on people concerning
t he speakership. So | fixed this breakfast
meeting, or brunch neeting, really. It was set
at twelve noon on such and such a day. So we get
everybody invited to brunch. WelIl, that got them
all in a roomtogether, [Laughter] and they al
commtted. | renenber [Ronald B.] Ron Caneron
cane into the door and chuckled. He walked in
the door and starts counting: one, two, three,
how many were there. [Laughter] He was j oking,
but nore or less. W were all counting. So we
got there, put everybody together, and
reconfirmed. Wen brunch was over at twelve
o' cl ock, we wal ked across the street together and
took the vote. But that was what really had to

be done.
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That was the full Denopcratic caucus?
No, that was the full |egislature neeting.
Oh, the entire body.
But the Denocratic caucus was the one that was
t he ki ngpin, because it was by far the biggest
caucus. W wal ked across the street, cast the
votes, and el ected the speaker on his birthday.
Ni ce touch.
Had a birthday picture. | have a copy of that.
A big birthday cake with a confectionery gavel,
you know. | liked the way | always wal ked in.

That was the speakership battle.

[ End Tape 4, Side Al

[ Begin Tape 4, Side B]

| SOARDI

BANE:

Let me ask you: you nentioned last tinme we got
together, Tom you talked a great deal about the
Constitution Revision Commission. Wy did you do
it? Wiy did you get involved in establishing it?
The League of Wonen Voters and everybody el se
wer e tal king about revising the constitution.

The constant pressure was to get a | ot of garbage
out of there, that [it] was an anti que, obsol ete.
So there was a push to revise the constitution.

[During] the sane tinme we had run constitutional
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amendnents on the ballot three or four tines to
raise the salary of |egislators, which was set in
the constitution as five hundred dollars a nonth.
Ri ght. But you never had any luck with that.
Well, the people would always vote against it,
whi ch didn't make any sense, you know. The
constitution was set up so that corporations and
bi g busi nesses could run one of their people for
state assenbly. He'd get five hundred dollars a
nmonth there, and they'd make up the difference in
his salary as an enpl oyee of sonme business
enterprise. W were trying to clean that part of
it up, and we couldn't do it at five hundred
dol l ars a nonth.

No. Did you have sort of a very broad vision,
then, of trying to bring the whole systeminto
the present, to try and update things across the
boar d?

Yeah. Both Jesse and | did, you know. I, of
course, think I had a bigger part in it than
probably did. But |I did the work that went with
it. | had inmagination. This is a selfish, self-
enhanci ng viewpoint, but | think nost of the

mechani cs of building the |egislature canme from
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me. Most would say that probably is incorrect,
but 1'mvery conscious of what ny ideas did as
far as noving along the wake. Because | would
t hi nk about howto do [it], howto bring [it]
about. An introvert is nore inclined to do that.
[ Laught er ]

So | went to Jesse and said, "l've got an
idea. Let's go ahead and work with these groups
that want to revise the constitution. |In the
revision we can take out or change the limtation
of five hundred dollars.” Wll, Jesse said,
"Yeah, go ahead. You mght as well try that.
We've tried everything else.” So then | formed
the Constitution Revision Comm ssion, and we got
t he state Chanber of Commerce involved. The
maj or newspapers were invited to send del egat es.
We got the whole state of California, |abor also,
t o appoi nt del egat es.

So you're really building a consensus before it
has to be approved.

Yeah. So it was no use carrying through with
sonething if you couldn't get it passed after you
did it. The Chanber of Commerce realized that

five hundred dollars wasn't sufficient. So it
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got its start in the Constitution Revision
Conmmi ssi on when we felt that the five hundred
dollar limtation on salaries in the state of
California would never give us a |egislature that
we could be proud of, or was satisfactory. But
the revision of the constitution was sonething
that nost of the groups in California supported.

Then there was a Republican who ran for state
treasurer, John [A.] Busterud, and he | ost the
el ection. He was a decent guy with the sane
feeling toward governnent. W weren't plagued
with the extrene partisanship that the
| egislature is plagued with today. It was nore
of a honobgenous body. At the sane tinme, being a
Republican, we hired himto cone in and be chi ef
of staff. The election had just been finished,
and he was wel | -known and well [iked on both
sides of the aisle, as far as Sacramento was
concerned. An ideal choice because the Chanber
of Conmerce and the Republican party and the
Republican forces felt confortable with him

Then we went through the chore of conmttee
nmeetings and did a thorough job of working over a

section at atine. W started out with Article
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'V, which involved the salary. Bruce Sumer
eventual |y becane chairman of it, so we always
kept it at a high caliber, a high I evel of good
wor K.
Let nme ask you also: About this tine you
menti oned your relationship with Unruh and the
two of you working closely together on many
things. Who el se are you guys working with? Who
el se was part of your circle? Wo were you
wor ki ng closely with other than Jesse Unruh?
There was Jerry Waldie, a very bright young
| egi sl ator and att or ney.
He was fairly new at the tinme, also, wasn't he?
Yeah. And Bobby Crown.
Oh, the Al aneda assenbl ynman.
The chairman of the Ways and Means. W picked up
[James R] Jimmy MIls, so we could work with San
Di ego County, down that part of the state. So
Jimry MIls becane a part of it.
Can you tell me sonething about Bob Crown, what
he was |ike, how effective was he, what sone of
his strengths were?
Well, he was very bright. He worked hard. He

was one of those [who] had inherited sone noney,
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so he was not relying only on his salary of five
hundred dol l ars a nont h.

So for himit was OK  [Laughter]

For himit was OK.  Very nice person, very clean
person, highly principled. He was single. He
was one of the guys who played around, as well as
wor ked ar ound.

He worked seriously at playing. Wat were his
strengths as a legislator? Wat was he
especially good at?

Well, as | said, he was chairman of Ways and
Means, which is a big job.

Power f ul .

Well, it's a very powerful job, and it's also a
big job. You ve got to know everybody el se's

| egi slation and what it costs. Whether the state
can afford it or not. Wat burden you're putting
on the piece of legislation. You and your staff
have to know everybody's piece of legislation, if
you' re going to have any effect whatsoever on the
budget of the state of California.

And he was effective as chairman?

Yeah, he was smart enough to be able to do that

and work hard enough. So he had intelligence.
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Hi s notivations were honest and good. So he did

his job and understood his job. Everybody |iked Bobby

Cr own.

| SOARDI :

BANE:

| SOARDI :

BANE:

| SOARDI :

BANE:

| SOARDI :

Very loyal to Jesse. He was a high-caliber guy.

How about Jerry Wl die?

Bob Crown was an extrovert. Jerry Waldie was a
straight, stable guy. Mved on to Congress. Ran
for governor at one point. | would say that of
all the people, he was the nost stable of any of
us.

How about Jim M I1s?

Well, | have m xed enotions about Jimry MIIls. He
was the scholarly type. He wote the MIIs
book,! which you're very fanmiliar with. But if
you understand Jimy MIlIls, he wanted to be a
senator from San Di ego. Wen a vacancy occurred,
t he governor appoi nted sonebody el se. Hi s book
is flavored with aninosity to the governor.

He protests frequently that he doesn't understand
where it comes from

Well, it's coincidental.

Actually, in a way, his first nonths in

1 Janes R MIls, A Disorderly House: The Brown- Unruh
Years in Sacranento (Berkeley: Heyday Books, 1987).
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Sacranmento remnd nme a bit of yours in the sense
that he went up there supported by all the anti -
Unruh Denocrats, expecting to thoroughly hate
Jesse Unruh and be at | oggerheads with himthe
whole tinme. But in no tinme at all, he found
hi msel f not only supporting nost of his politics,
but finding that he |iked himas well.
[ Laught er ]
Well, Jimmy sat right in front of ne because we
were freshnmen about the sanme tinme, you know. He
was never, | don't think, pretty close friends
with us. But Jesse and | becane close friends.
But he was a person we needed to rely on to take
charge of San Diego County. So we gave him
additional staff to help himkeep control of al
the various situations that were going on in San
Diego. |'mnot sure that answers your question.
Well, partly.
Hi s book is about 75 percent accurate.
Well, that was going to be ny next question was
how accurate you felt the book was?
About 75 percent.
Seventy-five percent. Are there any particular

things you'd |like to correct now?
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Well, did you understand nmy notivation of getting
into politics was strictly on racial aspects, the
unfairness of treatnent being dealt to bl acks,
which was really very outrageous? |It's changed a
great deal now, you know. But he uses phrases
i ke "Some of ny best friends are,”™ you know. |
used to speak on the subject matter before | was
in office. Wen | wote ny hate crines bill,
whi ch has becone a nodel bill for many of the
states, | felt pretty strongly on the issue.
| don't nean to sidetrack you, Tom but since you
brought it up, did you have in m nd doing
sonmething like that hate crimes bill from your
first day up in Sacranmento? Was it sonething
that you had been thinking of?
Yes, but not witing the bill. You know, | put
in twenty years in the legislature before |
finally wote the bill. But ny whole voting
record was flavored along that |ine.
Were you going to contrast this with mybe sone
of JimMIIs's notivations, which were different?
Were you going to contrast your notivation for
getting into politics with. ..

| don't know what his notivati ons were. But



BANE:

126
there was a termthat | had never heard that
refers to blacks as "fuzzies.”" 1'd never heard
the termand would find it objectionable. But he
wites in his book some comment | nade about the
"fuzzies.”" In his book was the first tinme | ever
heard the term But saying it is sonething
that's totally opposite to my whol e bei ng because
| found those racial terns very objectionable,
and it wasn't like ne. | felt very strongly
about it. But he had to tag that comment on
sonebody. He had to get it in his book
sonepl ace, so he graciously gave it to nme. But
it's sonething | objected to very strongly.

Al t hough he says that there wasn't any
ant agoni smtoward the governor, we all thought it
was. Things that he wote about the governor
because he was furious with the governor. [He
was] just furious when the governor appointed
Hugo Fi sher to be state senator, because he
wanted to be the state senator. He was a
Denocrat from San Di ego County, and he was a
Denocrat because we had hel ped hi mbuild hinself

as a Denocrat in San Diego County. So does that
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take care of JimMIls, then?
| SOARDI : Yeah, | think so.
[ End Tape 4, Side B]
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[ Session 5, June 24, 1995]

[Begin Tape 5, Side Al
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K, Tom | think last time we were tal king about
the Constitution Revision Comm ssion, and you
talked quite a bit about initiating that process,
and especially your work on Article IV. But
maybe we could follow that up today with its
general significance. But first, let me ask you,
in general, once you get the machinery going, how
closely were you involved in the work of that
comm ssi on?

| ran it.

So you were intimately involved then.

That's to start with. After our first

round.... | left the legislature right after 1'd
done Article IV.

So while you were there, until you left. You
left to run for Congress, right?

Yeah.

[ Laughter] That's another topic we'll get to
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soon. In |ooking back on it, are you satisfied
with the achi evenents of that conm ssion? How
woul d you evaluate its acconplishnents?

Well, it did a good job. One of the things
[that] was polished down very well [was] Article
IV. | hired Alan Robbins. [He] did an analysis
of its effect, politically, and the issues. He
did a wonderful, analytical job. He had a big
docunent that nust have been fourteen inches

wi de, and | think four colums, maybe five, where
he put down the present constitution. He put
down the anmendnments we were putting to it, then
the effect the anmendnents had on present
operations, and what political issues they
brought up, because we were trying to nmake it
nonpolitical, nostly. So that's a reconstruction
of the constitution itself, which has a | ot of
anti que and obsol ete | anguage. [John A ]

Fi t zRandol ph was al so secretary of the

conmm ssion, and he was a smart guy. He did a
good job. Busterud was a person | picked that
was a Republican nmenber of the |egislature, who
had run for treasurer and lost. A very fine man,

highly principled. | picked himto be the chief
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consul tant.
So this was a broadly nonpartisan effort.
Yeah. It was designed that [way], to be broadly
based. | didn't have anything great politically
| wanted to acconplish, except clean up that one
article, and it did that. So the legislators
ended up--as a result of the comm ssion's work,
by our passing it on the ballot--with a fairly
decent sal ary.
Did you encounter nmuch opposition to your
revi si ons?
No. We were very careful not to raise any hot
i ssues. W cane across one that we coul dn't
resol ve concerning the separation of church and
state. There was an article there dealing with
funds and giving funds to private organi zati ons,
and things like that. |If we had put that on the
public ballot and in the revised article, it
woul d have bl own everything out of the water,
because the i ssue woul d have gotten so hot on the
separation of church and state. Instead of
dealing with that, we transferred that to Article
XI'll. The section of the constitution which we

couldn't handle, we put in Article XIlIl. But it
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was a good conmi ssion, it worked. It got |lots of
peopl e throughout the state of California
involved in the process. So all the various
groups: Republican, Denocrat, |abor, business,
all were involved so that it was a great process.
Sounds like a fine one for you.

It was a great process. It really required
consci ous overseei ng of the whol e thing,

i ncluding the hiring of sonmebody to do an

anal ysis of what issues it raised. Wth an
analysis of the issues it raised, [it] gave us an
opportunity to clean up the constitution, to keep
it really nonpolitical or nonpartisan and
nonexciting. [Laughter] The purpose of the
constitution was to limt antique or obsolete

| anguage and nmeke a few corrections init. It
was done in acceptance with the |arge, broad-
based general commssion. So | think that was
probably one of ny greatest acconplishnents, that
particul ar day, [Laughter] in Sacranento. The
effect it had on the |l egislature and the things
it did set the pace for future revisions which
have taken place since.

Bruce Summer eventual |y becane chai rman of
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the conmi ssion. He was a Republican |egislator,
but I would say pretty nmuch in the |iberal vein,
for a Republican. He was generally a good force
in between the various factors as far as making
changes in the constitution. | didn't keep in
tight touch with what they did after that,
because |I ran for Congress. Lost that race.
Peopl e nade a very bad judgnment. [Laughter]

Well, that raises the question: Wy did you run?
You had been in an envi abl e position as an
assenbl yman. You were a force in the assenbly.
VWhat made you want to run for Congress?

| didn't.

What do you nean?

| didn't want to run for Congress.

[ Laughter] Well, what turned you?

Well, the congressman in ny area, a fellow naned
Bur khal ter, was very nuch pro-labor. A very
active congressman, a pro-|abor congressman. The
| abor | eaders cane to ne and wanted nme to run for
Congress. Because in those days defense
contracts were very critical, and they needed
sonebody back in Washi ngton who woul d be able to

help in getting contracts for California. And ny



133
record as a winner in those days was.... So

yielded to their call and other people's call to

fill.... 1 was the only one who could repl ace
Bur khal ter.

| SOARDI : And this is 1966, right?

BANE: "Sixty-four. And | lost that race. | learned a

| ot about hard politics. Proposition 14' was on
the ballot in '64, and that was the proposition
that we passed in the legislature. | don't know
whet her | was a coauthor of the bill or not, but
| was very active in the debate because it dealt

with discrimnation in selling houses.

| SOARDI : [WIlliam B.] Runford Fair Housing Act.?

BANE: It was called the Runford Housing Act, | think.

| SOARDI : So you were instrunental in getting that passed
in'63?

BANE: Very instrunental, yes. So ny main interest in
the political arena was discrimnation. | don't

know if | was a zealot. Really, why | picked the
field of discrimnation.... | know that the

Chanber of Commerce.... W're talking to their

! Proposition 14 (Novermber 1964), sales and rental s of
residential real property.

2 A.B. 1240, 1964 Reg. Sess., Cal. Stat., ch. 1853.
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adm ni strator. Sonebody had said, "lIsn't Tom
Bane a conmuni st?" [Laughter] That was the day

of red-baiting. He says, "No, he may be a

zeal ot, but he's not a conmmunist.” And that
m ght have been a good description. | had very
strong feelings and spoke on them | think

that's one of the reasons that hel ped ne decide
when | quit: | could no | onger speak that well.
| had a little nore difficulty expressing the
depth of ny feelings. | had been a good
legislator, and | felt it was past ny tine. |

didn't want to bring disgrace to ny record.

| SOARDI : Ch, you nean when you finally retired.

BANE: Yeah. | didn't want to bring disgrace to ny
name.

| SOARDI : So you wanted to go out on top, as they say in
sports.

BANE: Well, not really that either. | also felt the

| essening of the ability to get done what |
wanted to get done. | didn't enjoy politics.
| SOARDI : | s that an observation on your own abilities or
just on the political climte at the tinme?
BANE: No, it didn't have anything to do with the

political climate, because |I'd fought the
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political clinmate fromthe very beginning. It
was such a struggle for nme to present ny views
and ny case properly. | didit, but it was a
struggle to do it. You know, good speakers on
the floor, they speak extenporaneously. You get
up, and you've got five mnutes in sone
circunstances and ten mnutes in another to
present your case. |If you were the author, you
got ten mnutes. Oherwise, if you wanted to
speak, you had five mnutes. Take WIIlie Brown:
one of the reasons WIllie Brown is such an
excel l ent speaker is he's got an ungodly nenory.
Ungodly nmenory, you know. We'll talk about him
maybe, sonetine. But an ungodly nenory. | don't
know anybody.... That's a whole subject in
itself: WIIlie Brown speaking. But your nenory
has to be quick and ready. You have to renenber
what your outline is of your speech and not | eave
it. Well, sonetines |I'd forget sonme key points,
and | just knew | was past ny prine.

I n | ooking back to your race for Congress, you
t hi nk your support of the Runford Act cost you?
Oh yeabh.

That was probably the single nost inportant
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t hi ng, you think?
Yeah.
Were you aware of that, at the tine, that this
was a probl enf?
Oh yeabh.
How did you try and counteract it? How did you
try and undercut that opposition?
Well, | tried to explain nmy point of view at
nmeetings. | was invited to go to various
nmeeti ngs throughout the district. Antelope
Val | ey was one of them which is a very
conservative area. |'Ill explain ny positions and
such. You had to make a decision on whether it
was right. Wich was nost inportant: people's
rights or property rights, both of them being
very inmportant. \When you cone down to your
decision, which | did, people's rights were nost
inmportant. And I'lIl explain that basically. You
say people's rights are the inportant one over
property rights. As you get into it nore and
nore, they're further and further apart. So |
al ways val ued people's rights prior to property
rights.

So | had to support, which nmeant oppose the
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initiative on the ballot that realtors had put
on, because we nmade a mistake... [Interruption]
...A basic principle of passing legislationis
never get involved in anger or do sonething to
get even. You stay tuned to the law and let it
stop there. Those of us who were supporting the
Runford Fair Housi ng Act went through |ots of
heari ngs, neetings and stuff. The realtors
opposed it very strongly. Not all the realtors,
but the | eadership of the realtors in the state
were really vicious in opposition to any
restrictions on who they sold their houses to or
on what terns they sold them There were very
heat ed debates, and the public was really worked
up over this bill and on this initiative. G eat
hat e was over shadow ng everyt hi ng.

The opposition was really so nasty and so
vile, you know, that we nodified the bill. It
used to outlaw all the acts of discrimnation and
stuff, prior to residential housing. It started
out that it didn't do that. W added that
because the realtors were so vile in their

opposition. W applied it to residential housing
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and residential property because we wanted to
get even with them The residential market to
realtors is their nmeat and potatoes. As a
result, they decided to appeal that proposition
to the voters. So they took it to the voters,
and that's how it got on [the ballot].

If we hadn't gone so far, we would have made
great progress in property rights without getting
involved in elimnating a realtor's source of
business. | was easy to persuade we should do
t hat because | was such an opponent of
di scrimnation in housing and everything el se.
Oiginally, I wasn't going to do that. | didn't
go that far. But | was so sickened by the type
of charge that the opposition made. | was ready
to give them anot her whack. Yeah. By bringing
the residential market into the picture, they had
no choice but to say their business was to oppose
it, go to the ballot, and go to the extrene. But
to beat it, they were extrene, and their
argunments against it were vile. But they did...
| can't renmenber the termthey use for it, when
you take a piece of legislation and run an issue

against it. Anyway, the word is not
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recall, but a very simlar term
You mean referendunf
Yeah, referendum yeah
So they didn't waste any tinme in trying to get a
proposition on the ballot to overturn the housing
act. \What were sonme of the argunments that they
were using that were so vile? Do you renenber
any in particular?
Well, | don't renenber because none of themwere
right. [Laughter] | have a hard tine
remenbering argunents that were not right. But
they were vicious, and the runors about what the
bill did were also very vicious and inaccurate.
That was a very difficult tinme in ny politica
career. You know, | could speak to an audi ence,
and they would break down into three groups. One
agai nst the referendum or liberals, who
generally sat in the front rows. So the l|iberals
are there and they appl auded ne when | made ny
speech. Then the other part of the audience
woul d sit quiet, no expression. The third, sone
of themwere nmulling over the thoughts of right
and wong, you know. The other third were the

peopl e who were violently in opposition to ny
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Vi ew.
[I nterruption]
... What was Jesse Unruh's reaction to your
running for Congress and | eaving the assenbly?
Did he try and di ssuade you, do you renenber?
Oh, | was not a dissuadabl e type of person.
[ Laughter] So you sinply told himthis is what
was happeni ng, and that was the end of the story?
| think we had cone to the parting of the ways
about that tine, really.
Ch really.
Yeah, and it was accidental, too. | had a
conversation with him The state chairmn was
Gene Wman, and he had approached ne. He wanted
to support the governor in his selection of a
nati onal conm tteeworman and national conmtteenman
for California. As a governor, why, he wanted to
have some voice on that. W had Carnmen Warschaw
who wanted to be national [Denocratic party]
comm tteewoman. Also, during that time, we only
had two people, one man and one woman, who
represented California on the national commttee.
Car men Warschaw was a very vigorous and powerf ul

person. |'ve always admired her, really. But
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t he governor was taking a del egation back to the
convention and wanted ne to go on it. There were
reasons for that, you know. At that tine | was
very quick and very verbal and well schooled in
t he fundanental s of governnent and politics. |
was kind of fearless. [Laughter] That's
dangerous. [Laughter] It was, | think, in 1964
when two del egations cane fromthe South.
Yes. The Freedom Denocratic party from
M ssi ssi ppi .
Yeah. So Pat Brown was working with the
presi dent of the United States, Lyndon [B.]
Johnson. Lyndon Johnson had cal |l ed Pat Brown and
told himhe wanted the Credentials Cormittee to
not allow the Freedom delegation in. So | got
the chore of working that problemthrough for the
governor. He appointed ne to the Credentials
Comm ttee, and we worked out a fairly good deal.
[W] didn't totally ignore the Freedom
del egation, but...
But you didn't seat them
No. But we allowed themin to participate to a
degree and to fill any vacancy that occurred. |

did a fantastic job for the governor. The
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maj ority of Californians, of course, were with
t he Freedom del egati on, the rank-and-file
Denocratic party nmenbers. The del egati on want ed
to neet on the issue.
The entire California delegation, to discuss that
i ssue?
Yeah, and to take a position. So |I stalled that
nmeeting to the last mnute, which was just before
the convention net. | guess six o' clock in the
eveni ng, or seven, sonething like that. The
convention started at seven or eight. So | set
the neeting of the delegation to discuss the
issue we'll say at six-thirty, the night of the
conventi on.
Way the delay until then?
Well, left-wing liberals are very verbal and
tal kative. So | had a woman who was a. ...
[ There is] one man, one woman on the Credentials
Commttee. So | asked her to lead off and give a
report as to where the Credentials Committee was,
"And take your tine because | think you can do a
better job than I can." So she went through the
routine. | was telling her, "Because you're

starting out, don't worry about bypassing ne. |
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want to be bypassed.” So she worked the
convention over all the issues. [She] explained
and answered all their questions one by one.

When she got through, I went over conpletely in
gory detail after that.

So you're using up all the tine.

Yeah. So then, "1 think everybody in our

del egati on ought to have the right to voice their
opinion. There's a mcrophone in the back of the
auditorium line up and speak your piece." God,
t hose speeches went on and on and on. The
convention net, and the first thing was the
Credentials Conmittee report on the agenda. By
the tine we got there, that issue had been | ong
passed by.

So your plan didn't work. [Laughter]

No, my plan worked.

Oh. | thought you said the California del egates
just kept tal king and talking.

Yeah.

Ch, at the conventi on.

No, at the neeting before.

At the neeting before.

So they never got to participate. [Laughter]
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Oh, | see. Oh.
They never got to participate in the convention.
| see. So the strategy was to keep them neeti ng
as a group and have themlate to the convention.
| see. So it worked very well. [Laughter] Was
the feeling that the delegation would split, and
they would force an inportant split at the
convention over this issue?
Wel |, you understand the president had personally
asked Pat Brown to see to it that the California
del egation did not vote because everybody knew
the California del egati on woul d support the
di ssident group. So the issue was not to have
California disrupt the convention. You know, Pat
Brown came to ne several tinmes, and | told him
what ny plan was. He says, "Suppose they give
you di fferent instructions,” or sonething.
said, "l represent you, governor; | don't

represent them You appointed me. What you want

me to do, I'll do."™ He said, "God, it's good
wor king with you." But, you understand, it
was. . .

Was that a shock for hin? For so many years he

had seen you as an ally of Unruh? Was this the
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first time you' d been in that kind of
relationship with Pat Brown?

Yeah. It was a terrible tine, particularly
bet ween ne and Jesse.

What was underlying that? Wy was it so hard?
Car nen Warschaw was a power and had been a friend
of Jesse's for years. So |I'mnot sure he
under stood what | asked him but | took his
answer very seriously. | net with himto ask
him because Brown was after ne and Gene Wman
was after nme. There was a judgeship at stake.
put the judgeship at stake, one up in Antel ope
Val l ey. Judge WIIliam Wight was ny candi date
and he got appointed. Pat Brown agreed to
appoi nt hi m because that was ny price for the
wor k, you know.

Well, Jesse said that he was going to vote
for Carnmen Warschaw, but he wasn't going to work
for her. [He was] going to stay out of it. So
as far as I'mconcerned, that had left me free to
go down ny own path. So | went down the path of
supporting Libby sonmebody [Elizabeth Gator], a
wonan candi dat e supported by Governor Brown. And

so we net on that at the convention. Well, the
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governor had the votes at the convention, and we
had the votes together in the commttee. The
techni que that Jesse used was a standard, good
technique to divide the del egation. He would
t ake sone issues to divide themon, sone heated
social issues. Wll, he got up and noved, take
such and such position, such and such an action.
So I'd warned our side that that's a technique
they would use to try to get the del egation

fighting over sonme other issues.

[End Tape 5, Side Al

[ Begin Tape 5, Side B]

BANE:

So that he and Carnen Warschaw woul d be on the

si de of where the del egation was on all these
separate issues. He was going to build up their
| oyalty so that when it got around to selecting a
national conm tteeworman, they would sel ect Carnen
Warschaw. So | explained that that's the

techni que they would use and to be aware of it.
And then, for our purposes, we shoul d defeat
every notion anybody made on the floor of the

del egation. Just call for a vote right away and
get rid of it, whatever the notion was that Jesse

Unruh and Car nen War schaw nade. Lo and behol d,
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[there was] this fight anbng the state nenbers
over who was going to represent California.

I'd caused sone earlier problenms when

woul dn't conme out and support Warschaw. But the
menbers of the party were not aware of the
conflict between nme and Jesse. But | was sitting
with Gene Wman, and Jesse nade the notion. For
years when Jesse nmade a notion, |'d second it.
[ Laughter] W worked together. Here I'mon the
outside, and |I'd advised every nenber of our
del egation, "Watever the notion is, vote agai nst
it." We got rid of the notion i mediately. Then
we proceeded to choose a national committeeworman
as soon as we can get to it. | accepted the fact
that I was going to be on the hot spot. | was
the one that advised the del egati on what to do.
remenber it was Jesse who made the notion. |
turned toward Gene Wnan, who was sitting next to
me. | said, "God, do | have to vote agai nst
Jesse?" O course, he didn't have any l|loyalties
to Jesse. He says, "How can you tell the
del egation to do one thing, and you do anot her?
And you're at the head of the al phabet.™
[ Laughter] GCh, that's right.
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But that was a political nove at the time.
Was Jesse surprised by this?
Well, later we had a discussion. He said, "And
|'"d forgotten that you were on the other side
telling themwhat to do." But it was little
noves like that in a political setting that nake
a lot of difference, you know.
So maybe if you had cone back as an assenbl yman
in '65, your relationship with Unruh m ght have
been different.
Yes, it would have been different. But he got
even.
How di d he get even?
Well, lack of support and personal opposition to
me had a bearing on who won the congressional
race.
So you didn't get any support from him
No. | remenber [seeing] in the paper that Jesse
wrote checks for the Denocratic party in
California to various candi dates.
And not one to you?
No, he didn't wite one to ne. | wote hima
note, "I've been reading in the press that you

have been sendi ng out nessages in connection with
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party funds. |1'mvery conscious that | haven't
got any check for ny canpaign, and |I just wanted
you to know that |I did get the nessage.”

[ Laughter] Those times are difficult to recall,
because, as you probably know, | have a | ot of
warnmth in ny feeling for Jesse.

Well, maybe we can go back to one of those
incidents a year earlier, when you were conrades
inarns in a way. | guess sone peopl e consider
it infanous, sonme people consider it audacious,
and that was the July ' 63 epi sode when Jesse

| ocked up the Republicans. | believe you were
debati ng the budget.

Vell, it was a difficult tinme. It was one of
Jesse's tough tinmes. | hate to report exactly
what happened.

Oh, please do. [Laughter]

Jesse | ocked up the house until everybody voted.
Wul dn't | et anyone go hone. That was a vote
over the budget, and the Republicans woul d not
vot e.

Wul d not vote. The sergeants were to resi st
anyone who attenpted to | eave, who hadn't voted.

So there we were, sitting in our chairs, and the
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press got into the act.
The press were there, | take it.
Yeah. You understand the Rules chair was never
affected by any of Jesse's general rules to the
menbership. | could leave. | could take anybody
| wanted to take with ne, you know. | had free
reign. So everybody was trying to talk to Jesse
to put this thing together. It was going to bl ow
up. He wouldn't talk to anybody. So they
finally came to me because | was the one guy that
could get to Jesse.
You nean, people were feeling that this wasn't
going quite...
It wasn't going well and...
And they wanted himto put an end to it.
Yeah.
Whose idea was it in the first place?
| think it was Jesse's. He's a very strong,
power f ul guy.
So people cane to see you to try and get him
to..
Well, the | eadership parts. Bobby Crown, Jimry
MIls, and Jerry Wal die cane to see ne and sai d,

"He won't talk to any of us." He had never



| SOARDI
BANE:

| SOARDI
BANE:

151
refused to talk to ne until that night.
He wouldn't talk to you either. Nobody.
He' d been drinking quite a bit. | was deeply
of fended. So we got together: Tom Bane, Bobby
Crown, Jinmmy MIls, and naybe one other..
Jerry Wl di e.
Yeah, Jerry Waldie, to decide what we were going
to do. W were going to strike a conprom se with
t he Republicans and get the house out. | think
t he whol e thing they wanted was eighteen mllion
dollars, or sonething like that. So we called a
neeting of the Denocratic caucus. Bobby Crown
spoke and | spoke. | was going to be the key guy
that made the notion. | won't say in the mddle
of the neeting, but in the latter part of the
nmeeting, Jesse Unruh conmes in the room W
couldn't get himto agree to cone, you know. W
couldn't get himto nmeet with us or anything. He
came in and sat down next to me. He put his hand

on ny lap and said, "Please, Tom don't |eave ne

on this one.” 1In the process, | said, "Jesse,
when you act |ike a speaker, 1'Il treat you |ike
a speaker." Al the other guys who were with ne

had agreed to do such and such and had spoken
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their piece. And there | was with Jesse, who was
pleading with ne. | got up and said, "I think
so-and-so. Jerry Waldie and Bobby Crown all have
very good points to nake. The speaker is here,
and 1'd like to hear fromthe speaker on what he
wants us to do." So Jesse had had sone sober
t houghts. He got up and laid out a program so |
nmoved that we do that. [We] nade sone agreenent
with the Republicans, a little one. W got the
budget out, and we got the house rel eased so they
could go hone in time for breakfast. [Laughter]
Sonme people say that that was the first real
serious crack in Unruh's political arnor. Do you
think that's accurate? Did that episode do hima
| ot of danmage?

Well, the facts of the case are that Jesse was
t he one who deci ded what we do. And his caucus
didn't | eave him which was on the verge of
leaving him But it was portrayed in the press
and by other people as a very harnful political
nmove on his part. A show of power forcing our
Republicans to do this and keepi ng themin
session all night.

How do you think it affected him personally?
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Did it just roll off his back, or do you think
t he outconme was a serious blow to hinf

BANE: Well, it never had really nuch effect on himin
t he speakership. The press story...
[I nterruption]

| SOARDI : ...0One other thing I wanted to ask you about that
episode. | think shortly after that you
i ntroduced Assembly Resol ution 125 that sone
have portrayed as a counterattack agai nst the
Republ i can commttee chairs, who didn't support
Unruh on that.

BANE: | kind of forget what that did.

| SOARDI : | think you were going to align California with
congressional policy, where the majority party
pi cks the speakers and all the conmmttee chairs,
whi ch essentially neant renoving all the
Republ i can chairs of the commttees. [Laughter]

BANE: | renmenber it was a reorgani zation of the
structure. It made very good sense, too.
[ Laught er ]

| SOARDI : Just coincidence that it cane right after the

| ockup.

'HR 125, 1963 First Ex. Sess., Assem J. 55.
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| rather think so.
[ Laughter] OK
| know that | took a | ot of heat.
Ch, because of that.
Wi le presenting it. Jerry Waldie congratul at ed
me on the way | handled it. He didn't know I had
taken sonething to quiet ny nerves before | took
it on. [Laughter] | had alittle help fromny
friends. But | had all the argunents in line. |
coul d have forgotten about that.
| thought that was a good political touch
following on that. [Laughter] Everything' s got
a price.
|"ve conpletely forgotten about that.
Another thing | wanted to ask, and we haven't
really covered at all yet, Tom and that was the
i nportance of | obbyists then in Sacramento. How
active, how big, who were the inportant ones,
what ki nd of inpact did they have? Wat were
your dealings with thenf

[ had a policy. | would tal k about any bill
at anytine to anyone. Oten people cane to ne
and in detail discussed how and why | should vote

for their bill and a |l ot of them would concl ude
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BANE: their conversation by presenting ne with an

envel ope with a canpaign contribution inside. |
al ways t hanked them graci ously but handed their
contribution back saying ny policy is to never
tie any contribution to any bill. They were
stunned. | further said that if | took it, |
woul d vote no on the bill

I did not have a lot of dealings with
| obbyists. | had a well-known phil osophy and
t hey knew where | stood and how inflexible |I was.

I had one fund-raising dinner a year. Those who

liked me supported it. | amnot sure that
everyone who cane |iked ne, but they knew that I
had only one a year. There are a |ot of
| obbyi sts in Sacranento, both good and bad. Mbst
of them always | evel ed about their bill. 1 was
m sl ed by the banki ng | obbyist, but their
opposition cleared it up.]*

We had a |l ot of dealings with the | obbyists.
Jesse was a pretty clean guy, really, and he | ed
our attitude about it. W used to say, "If you

can't take the | obbyists' noney"--1'"mgoing to

* M. Bane added the preceding bracketed materia
during his review of the draft transcript.
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try to recall this--"vote against them steal
their wives fromthem and tell themno, you
don't belong in Sacranmento."” [Laughter] |
cl eaned that up as best as | can.

[ Laughter] | can inmagine the original.

And he laid it on. He dealt with them but his
advice was all "If you can't take their noney and
vot e agai nst them you don't belong here.”

Was your attenpt to increase the stature of the

| egi sl ature, increase the i ndependence of it, the
strength of it, part of a sense of giving it sone
strength agai nst the | obbyists by generating your
own sources of information, your own ability to
investigate issues, and not rely as heavily on

| obbyi sts? Was that part of your cal cul ation at
all, or did that not really enter into it?

One of the noves we nmade was really a strong nove
ininmproving the legislators' ability to get
information. One of the rules we made was to
create a consultant position, so every |egislator
coul d have a consultant. 1In order to keep it
from being just putting another hack on the
payroll, we required that they first had to be

qualified and had to have approval of the Rul es
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Comm ttee before they could be hired. [Laughter]
| don't know what you're |aughing about....
[ Laught er ]
[I nterruption]

.Well, certainly at this tinme you were chairnman
of the Rules Commttee.
As | recall
As you recall, yes, right.
W had a | ot of bouts.
Wiy? What were the argunents?
Mai nly one of the argunments was that [Lester A.]
Les MacM |l an wanted to appoint his secretary to
the consultant's job. It nade a |lot of good
points against it, you know. | think we had in
the rules that it had to be sonebody new, that it
wasn't going to be a pronotion for the present
staff. W made it inpossible for Les MacM I | an
and a few others to appoint their secretaries to
consultants' jobs. It really noved power into
sonebody el se's hands. | renenber the debate was
heavy. | recogni zed the argunents against it,
but | al so recogni zed the practical nmatter of the
situation. The menbers woul d be under enornous

pressure to give their secretaries a raise in
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pay, and they were in a position to exert undue
i nfluence on a nenber. | recognized this took
sonme authority away fromthe nenbers. It was
done for the proper purpose of inproving the
| egislature. O course, it was all a question
of, was a nenber's staff person entitled to the
job, if they're qualified? The |eadership was
nmeeting, and Jesse saw us on the issue. Jesse
sai d sonet hi ng about the argunents against it, he
recogni zed that it had a lot of nerit, but for
the tinme being he was going to back Tom
Actual ly, that sort of brings to nmy mnd anot her
i ssue that's been pronm nent over the last couple
of decades, and that's this question of people
who serve in legislators' offices, beginning as
interns and noving up through the hierarchy, and
then run for the office. Do you think there's a
problemw th that? People who m ght serve an
assenbl yman in various capacities within their
office, and then after the assenbl yman retires or
noves on to another position, this admnistrative
aide then runs for the position. [Is that
problematic at all?

Well, would you want to pass a rule or a statute
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agai nst that, which would restrict certain people
fromrunning for office?
| guess that's pretty nuch what it would cone
down to, wouldn't it.

This fellow, Paul Krekorian, who worked in ny
office, wants to run still. He is as fine and
bright a young man as you'll ever find. He was
an intern and a staff person in ny office. Just
because he was a staff person shouldn't make him
ineligible to run

So you don't think there are nmany valid argunents
against it, then? For instance, one of the
argunments that people raise sonetines is

i nbreeding, that, in a sense, legislators start
repr oduci ng thensel ves.

Well, if it comes to...

But you don't think that's a probl em

| don't think you can even consider passing a | aw
that says they can't, or they should give up the
right to seek office. Because sonetinmes we find
interns smarter than the nenbers. Certainly in

t hose days, at five hundred dollars a nonth, the
menber shi p was not always top quality. You had

to have nore than five hundred dollars a nonth to
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live and lead a decent life. | renenber when
Al an Robbins cane to ne. He graduated from

col | ege and was about to hit twenty-one. He

wanted to run, you know. | said, "Alan, do you
want to get married?" "Yes." "You want a
famly?" "Yes." "How can you do that on five
hundred dollars a nonth?" | said, "The first

thing you should do is take your education and
manage to get some investnments so that you have
sonme income coming in. This way you can give
your famly a hal fway decent life, which you
can't give themon five hundred dollars a nonth."
"Ckay," he says "as soon as | make ny first
mllion, can | run?" So | smled to himand

smled to nyself, "Yeah, when you nake your first

mllion.” 1 think it was only three years |later,
he was worth three mllion dollars. [Laughter]
And he ran.

He fol |l owed your advice.

No, he waited until he had three mllion instead
of one. [Laughter] Smart man he was. He worked
awfully hard. He had worked with a contractor in
bui | di ng and devel oping. Alan was smart and he

did the legal work. A guy put up the noney to
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build, so | think he [Al an] got sone part of a
partnership out of him They had this earthquake
in Ganada Hlls, and they had just finished
their apartnment house. The builder was scared to
death [that] he wouldn't be able to rent to
anybody. People were noving out of the Valley.
So Al an took over the apartnent house fromthe
builder. 1 can't renmenber what kind of a deal he
made himfinancially. Al an printed literature
for the apartnment house--the anmenities invol ved
at the apartnent house--and went out door-to-
door.
Just |ike a canpaign
Just like a canmpaign. And he filled the place
up. He had a | ot of guts.
Let nme ask you one ot her question about the Unruh
years: the Kennedy connection. Did that inpact
on your relationship with Unruh at all?
Oh yeah. Sure. He and | were two original
del egates for [John F.] Kennedy for president of
the United States. Jesse was Kennedy's kind of
man.
How did they first hook up, do you know?

Well, | can only give you ny view. Jesse and |
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were a very strong team you know. W could
totally rely on each other. So when | went down
to see M. Ward, the governor was back in New
York on his way to Europe. | said, "If you veto
that bill, you think you' ve had your trouble with
your budget, Paul? If you think you've had
trouble now, wait until you veto that bill and
see what we do to you.” He called the governor,
who was in New York, and the governor said, "Sign
it." It was a different tine in history. One of
the reasons it was a different tinme in history
was that we did make it a better legislature. So
the strength of the organization.... Jesse was a
very strong man. People |iked him people
followed him He didn't have any smart young nen
gi ving himany trouble. [Laughter]

He brought themall into his circle. [Laughter]

It was often quoted that Jesse said, "If | had
killed all my enemes, | wouldn't have any
friends today." Any good | eader follows that.

WIllie Brown did.
Cl assi c.
The first meeting we had of the Denocratic

caucus, after WIllie Brown was el ected speaker
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regularly, there was sone issue that | got
involved in fromtop to bottom concerning the
faults with the issue and what the speaker was

recommendi ng. You know what the speaker did?

| SOARDI : VWhat ?
BANE: | can't renmenber who he call ed upon. He said,
"Look, I'Ill take grievance now with so-and-so. |

want you to work with Tom Bane to see to it that
we can straighten out the problens he thinks
we're going to have.” | served himwell. So I
becane a very close friend of the speaker.

| SOARDI : Fam |iar pattern. [Laughter] Well, maybe next
time, Tom we can begin with your return to
Sacranento, then, a nunber of years |ater.

[ End Tape 5, Side B]
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Tom let's finish up the subject that we touched
upon |ast tine...

How about the delegation? Wuld that...

That was the '64...

Del egati on.

...Denocratic [National] Convention. You talked
briefly...

No, the preconvention neeting, in which we

el ected the national conmtteewoman. Didn't we
cover that?

No, | don't think we tal ked about that. W

tal ked specifically about you and Pat Brown
dealing with the California del egation on the

M ssi ssi ppi Freedom Denocratic party question.
That's all we tal ked about.

Yeah. The key issue as far as California was
concerned--or rather, as far as Pat Brown was

concerned--was whether he lost the California
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del egation, and whether the California del egation
woul d support the Freedom del egati on, which
Lyndon Johnson nade quite clear that he didn't
want to happen.

How did he make that clear, do you know?

Verbal ly. [Laughter]

To Governor Brown?

Yes, but | wasn't really a part of the
conversation, except that it was quite clear that
Pat Brown didn't want the Freedom del egati on.

Who was the vice president at that tinme, ran for
vi ce president, the good guy?

OCh, Hubert [H.] Hunphrey?

Hubert Hunphrey. Hubert Hunphrey al so was siding
wi th Lyndon Johnson. |'mnot totally sure of

t hat .

Ri ght .

But Gene Wnman, the state chairman, had asked ne
to serve on the del egation, because he was the
one that has to steer it through, and he and I
were very close friends. So | went to Jesse
Unruh--1 probably told you this before--to find
out if he was going to support Carnen Warschaw

for national conmtteewoman. Carnmen was very
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effective, strong, dom nant, and a weal t hy
Californian. He said he was going to vote for
her, but he wasn't going to support her, which
| eft nme open to do whatever | wanted to do.

| SOARDI : Do you know why he didn't want to support her?
BANE: Wl |, there was no heat on at the tine, and he

didn't have to nake a hard choi ce.

| SOARDI : So why commt yourself.

BANE: Yeah.

| SOARDI : | see.

BANE: Later on he backed her, and the battle waged. He

was called into action by Carmen and [ Louis] Lou
War schaw, who had been strong supporters of the
party. |[He was] friends with both of them By
that tinme 1'd made nmy conmtment to support Pat
Brown's candi date for national conmm tteewonan.
So | guess the die was cast that Jesse and | were
just going to cone into conflict on the

del egation. | was teaching and steering the
Brown del egation as to what to do and how to
handl e things. He was running Carnmen Warschaw s
show. | knew what his techni que was and what it
woul d be, which is an inportant thing in

politics. Know what your opponent's going to do.
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But | don't think he put the sane wei ght on ny
skills as he put on his own, which is often the
case. But there are certain techniques that you
use, no matter what side you' re on, when the
battl e wages. |If they' re applied properly,
they're generally successful. WlIl, he started
applying his, and |I'd already warned the
del egati on what his technique would be. The
first vote, no matter what the issue was on their

part, was "no" because starting out they had the
nunbers. His technique was to whittle away at

t he nunbers because of a nunber of conflicts.
Well, we settled that on the first conflict,

[ Laughter] and that broke or stalled the rest of
his maneuvers. He made the notion, and | had to
vote against it. | guess that's not the first
time 1'd ever opposed Jesse, but it was the first
time | canme into conflict during a top | eadership
cont est .

How di d you feel about opposing Jesse at this
point? Ws this a hard thing to do? D d it give
you pause to think?

Oh yeah, oh yeah. It was an awfully hard thing
to do. Awfully hard thing to do. And | couldn't
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gi ve ny reason, which was [that] he said he would
vote for Carnmen, but he wasn't going to support
her. | couldn't be public with that information,
because that woul d cause troubl e between him and
Carnen. | didn't want to do that. So | just
took the heat that cane with the opposition. But
| still think that my choice, when | did end up
having to do it, was right when it was the team!|
was working with. For me, at that tine, to break
ranks with himand destroy the ngjority
del egation. ..

[I nterruption]

...t was a very tough decision, [a tough] choice
to make. It was very destructive, really, to ne

inthe long run. Well, not in the |long run.

Once you take your position and stay with it, if

that's your character, that's your character

How was it destructive?

Well, it may have made a di fference whether | won
t he congressional election that year.

You nean in ternms of support?

Yeah.

Ah.
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No one opposes Jesse Unruh w thout feeling the
sting.
Paying a bit of a price.
Yeah.
And the price was maybe not as nuch support as
you coul d have gotten?
Well, you could use the word support, or the
opposition | got. You know, Jesse is a very
effective man; however, |'ve never accused hi m of
supporting ny opponent for Congress.
Do you know that he did, or is it an educated
guess on your part?
Ch, you put it together along with know ng that
[ Edwi n] Rei necke, who was ny opponent, devel oped
a close lady friend in Denocratic top circles.
She was also a close friend of Jesse's. You put
that together, and generally in politics, like
anyt hing el se, you | ook for a reason for your
loss. | really don't think it had any bearing on
t hat .

My opponent's canpai gn was built around
Proposition 14, the Runford Fair Housing Act. O
course, ny whol e cause for getting into politics

was the feeling | had about discrimnation. |
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was a strong supporter of the Runford Fair
Housing Act in the assenbly. Wen it got on the
ballot, it was a tough issue to get involved in
because it was a killer. And | knew that. As |
| ook back on the election, |I really wasn't a
seasoned canpai gner. | worked hard, but | wasn't
seasoned on howto deal with it.

| SCARDI : You nmean how to deal with an issue like that, in
t he context of the canpaign?

BANE: | don't know what you have in your mnd when you
ask the question, "the issue like that.” It was
a killer issue.

| SOARDI : Yeah.

BANE: | had to oppose Proposition 14 because it was an
initiative that really ended up stating legally
that it was K to discrimnate. 1In no way could
| support that. So | had to oppose it. So it
was just a question of whether | wanted to take a
chance and | ose the congressional race. But |
canme to the conclusion of having all the issues
like that, saying it was correct in your heart is
the one you can live with. You go back on your
basic beliefs, and pretty soon you' re nothing. |

mai ntai ned all through ny political career a
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strong belief in anti-discrimnation.

| faced that issue again when | wote the Tom
Bane civil rights act, which has becone a nodel
for sone other states in the nation. |'mvery
proud of that, and | enjoy that today. Wen
wote nmne, it gave enhanced penalties for any
vi ol ation of the act against a person. The
person was guilty of violating a crimnal act--
the act of discrimnation--when using racial or
group tones. [You] use the word "group” when
you' re tal king about racial groups and ot her
groups, because the other groups we have in nmnd
now are the gays in California. Wen | first
wote the act with nmy consultant, | was informed
that if they were in there, it would probably
kill ny chances of getting the bill through. It
wasn't very popular at that tine to support the

rights of people who were different in relation

to sexual orientation. | wote it. Before |
introduced it, | took a look at it and realized I
was dodging the issue. | really couldn't fee
good about the bill if I did that. So before |

sent it to the legislative counsel for drafting,

| included gays as a group. Those who viol at ed
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it were guilty of enhanced penalties. |'m
content with both deci sions.

Very principl ed.

Yeah, I'mcontent with both decisions. | |ost

t he congressional race, which | rationalized I
didn't want anyway.

But on the other hand, you can be satisfied that
you waged a good fight on principle. Wuld you
have wanted the seat having conprom sed all of

t hat ?

Well, that was the decision | nade. No. O
course, are you willing to | ose the el ection over
one issue, and it depends on the issue, | guess.

A mnor issue of no consequence, but that was a

maj or issue in ny life and beliefs. | could not
conpromse onit. So | lost the election. |
lost it for sone other reasons, too. | abandoned

my regul ar tour of duty of going out and neeting
t housands of people on a one-to-one basis.

Wiy? Because you were busy with conm tnents?
Wel |, you ask a tough question, which a thinking
person would ask. | felt that |I was finding that
the nore speeches | made before groups in which |

opposed Proposition 14, that it was destructive.
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So | felt that | was adding people in the street.
Anybody in the street would ask ne ny position on
the issue. By neeting thousands of people, I'm

just telling nore people. So | didn't think that

was healthy. Well, | think now that was a
m stake. If 1'd used ny general style of
canpai gni ng, despite that one issue, | would

probably have won, because it was a very cl ose
race. But anyway, |I'mcontent. | lost the
congressional race over an issue in which
bel i eved, and that gives ne a good feeling in ny
stomach. | always figured if |1'd gone into
Congress, | would never have ended up being
married to Marlene. That's worth nore than a
congressi onal race.

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] That's a good perspective.

BANE: |"msatisfied with ny life and al so satisfied
with the gut feeling of sticking to the issues.
It's a very inportant thing to feel..
[I nterruption]

| SOARDI ...In connection with that, Tom did dealing with
the M ssissippi Freedom Denocratic party
del egati on pose problens in that sense? | nean,

you're working within the Denocratic del egation,
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you're working with Governor Browmn. Did LBJ's
demands pose problens |ike that? | nean, how did
you feel about the M ssissippi Freedom Denocratic

party del egation?

BANE: Vell, it's hard for me to know how | felt about
it. | would not have treated the issue any other
than.... If I had cast nmy own vote, | would have
voted for the regular party del egation, | think.

But | guess the Freedom del egation strikes a
chord that everybody responds to: freedom you
know. 1'd have to review all the incidences,
agai n, of what transpired, you know. W did treat
themw th respect and gave them seats on the
convention fl oor.

| SOARDI : And you supported that?

BANE: Ch yeah. If sonewhere on the regul ar del egation
a vacancy occurred, why we'd seek one of theirs
to fill it. So we treated themw th respect.
When you say the M ssissippi Freedom del egati on,
the freedomyou' re tal king about is freedom from
the rules of the party. It depends on where you
are in partisan politics as to what you do.
bucked the party and ran for office because I

wasn't their endorsed candidate. But | didn't
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have any hard feelings about party politics
regardless. | could have waved the flag for the
Freedom del egation if 1'd had a reason for doing
So. But | just didn't have any reason to do so.
Anyway, | went into the del egation neeting and
sat across from Gene Wman. My role was to do
what we could do to keep themin the fold, but
not seat themas a delegation. That's the role |
chose, and that's the role | engaged in. [|'m
satisfied with it.

What about the relations between the California
del egation and LBJ? | think you had sonme direct
dealings with him didn't you?

Yeah. | can't read the m nds of everybody in the
del egation, you know. | don't think anybody was
anti - Lyndon Johnson. They |oved the cause of
freedom a lot of themdid, particularly the
mnority nmenbers of the del egation. Anyway, it
was ny role in the convention to sit on the
Credentials Conmmittee to protect the party
structure and give it a |loyal, healthy-sounding
name i n opposition to the Freedom del egati on,
while at the sane tinme not be antagonistic to the

Freedom del egation. | think that was the
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at nosphere. |f anybody was interested in what
was going on, it was politically necessary to
protect our president-to-be, Lyndon Johnson. The
Freedom del egation, at |east, felt very
antagoni stic towards him That doesn't mean that
California shared that view But |I think I told
you in the primary, there were various candi dates
runni ng for the Denobcratic nomi nation. Lyndon
Johnson was not the only one.

He cane out to California. At that tine |
was recognized. | think I was chairman of the
Rul es Comm ttee, and those were, on the federa
scene, very inportant comrttees. So the sense
of power of the Rules chairman in California was
enhanced by the situation where [Sanuel T.]
Rayburn--1 guess it was Rayburn--was the power in
Washington, D.C. So | wanted to have a
conversation with Lyndon, and he quite obviously
wanted to have a conversation with nme, between
the two of us. W sort of wandered to the
fireplace and were | eaning on the mantle.

This is in a hotel ?
In a hotel room It was a suite of roons is what

it was.
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Where at?
It was not the Senator Hotel. It was at the
ot her hotel on the other side of the Capitol
grounds. Now it is a senior citizens housing
project. He had a penthouse suite. W were
there and got into a chat. | |ooked at Lyndon
Johnson with a very determ ned eye and said, "I
al so have to warn you that Jesse is our |eader
W will not support anybody that Jesse is not
supporting. So right now we can't take a firm
position."” However, he was the candi date whom we
had to take a firmposition on, whether we |iked
it or not, eventually. But | tried to nmake it
sound like it was a live or die issue with us.
So he said, "I'Il take care of Jesse.” | think
he put Jesse in charge of the canpaign in
California, or a major part of it. W dissolved,
and we went anyway. We wanted to be part of the
action, you know. It nust have been after that
that Jesse and | ended up opposing each other.
Unh-huh. So this was just before that.
Jesse nmaintained the funds of the party. He
didn't actually have total control of the funds.

But when he had control of the noney, he expended
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it. O course, because we had come to the
parting of the ways, the newspaper carried the
names of people he was sending out noney to
through the mail. So |I dropped hima note that
said, "Dear Jesse, |'ve been readi ng about you
sending all those nmessages to your friends. No
nmessage has cone for ne, but |I'm beginning to get
t he message. "

Did he respond?

No. But | guess he had a smle on his face.

[ Laught er ]

Bot h of you knew what was happeni ng.

Yeah, sure. So the state convention of the
del egation and ny part in it had |ong-range

i mplications.

Definitely, definitely.

It would take himnore than that check to make
t he difference.

It sounds it, yeah.

Yeah.

So you find yourself, then, in 1965 out of office
for the first tinme in half a dozen years.
Yeah.

How di d that strike you?
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| renmenber that | went around carrying a happy
face. It was a relief, too, because | did not
want to go to WAshi ngton
Real | y.

Did not want to go.

Why not ?

| didn't want to live in that kind of a climte.
| think that it probably woul d have been

m serabl e back there. Terrible climte.
God- awf ul , except for about two, three nonths of
the year. [Laughter]

Yeah, it's terrible.

So which direction do you take, then? You go for
the private sector, into savings and | oan?

Wel |, the savings and | oans were | ooking for
sonebody to.... The ones who were private
savings and loans. That's different from being
chartered by the federal governnent. There were
two kinds. There were the mutual s--supposed to
be mutual s--where the depositors owned the

savi ngs and | oan. They would neet annually and
vote for the president. But sonehow the sane
people put it together, then ended up collecting

nost of the votes. So it was a little kingdom a
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very handsone little kingdom owning a savings
and loan. And there were the congl onerates,
whi ch owned, somewhere in the structure, a
savi ngs and | oan.

So the congl onerates had gotten together and
had a couple of neetings. They were | ooking for
sonebody to run their organi zation. Because
California was mainly--1 don't know what termto
use here--these were nainly stock conpani es,
savi ngs and | oans that were owned by stockhol ders
in California. The big ones with the nost
political power were the ones that cane together
| ooking for an answer to the nutuals. So they
finally came | ooking for me because of ny
reputation in Sacranento politically.

At that time | was rather strong politically.
| was working for five hundred dollars a nonth in
the state. M insurance business had kind of
faded away because that takes a | ot of personal
time. |1 was totally involved in the politica
arena. | couldn't see anything el se.

And you'd been away for at |east half a dozen
years, then, from any involvenent in insurance.

Yeah. So to go back in the industry to start
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bui | di ng anot her agency fromthe ground up.... |
know they offered ne twenty-five thousand doll ars
a year. You know, the only guilt I had
was that | didn't figure I was worth twenty-five
t housand dollars a year. [Laughter] But I
didn't refuse it. [Laughter]

What was the position?

Well, the position was to organi ze the stock
conpani es t hroughout the United States,
particularly the hol di ng conpani es--those are the
congl onerates who own the savings and | oan--into
a trade association and represent them back in
Washi ngt on.

So this did involve, then, spending tine in
Washi ngt on?

Yeah.

Sacranmento as well? Not so nuch.

Well, a couple of tines it became apparent that
we needed a voice in Sacramento. The nutuals
were on one side of the fence, and I was on the
other. One of the things you have to know about
Sacranmento is that you have to know Sacranent o.
You have to know the commttees. You have to

know everybody who nmakes up a commttee that you
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t ake one of your bills through. And you' ve got
to know what their strengths are and what their
weaknesses are. In the field of |obbying, you
have to steer things in that direction. For
i nstance, one of the guys [who] was working with
the nutuals was well -known to like his |iquor.
So | got sonebody to take himout to |unch
[ Laughter] And buy hima few drinks.
And he never showed up to the conmittee in the
afternoon. The California Savings and Loan
League, which was generally controlled by the
mutual s, was really upset when they lost their
bill. Well, if you know your business, those
chores are easy. [Laughter]
Really. So did you spend nost of this ten-year
period, then, in intense |obbying activity?
One difference is | hired a | obbyist to do the
| obbying. | never becane a | obbyi st.
You just sort of provided overall guidance and
strategy, that kind of thing.
They first elected ne executive vice president of
t he group.
VWhat was the nanme of the group?

The Council of Savings and Loan Fi nanci al
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Corporations. And | was the executive vice
president. There was always sonme contest between
the various | eaders of the financial
institutions. They finally elected ne president
of the group. But | appeared before Congress on
| egi sl ation, as president of the group. W were
fairly successful, you know.
You really represented the political face of the
group, then.
Yeah. One thing you have to knowis if
you're. ..

[I nterruption]

[ End Tape 6, Side A

[ Begin Tape 6, Side B]

BANE:

So whether you're sitting in a conmttee in
Sacranento, sitting in a conmttee in Congress,
or sitting on the outside, you're dealing with a
pi ece of legislation. You have to get to know
every nenber of the conmittee: their strengths,
t heir weaknesses, what their influences are, and
who influences them | renenber the one neeting
that I was in, we were tal king about a senator
fromOhio. W ran a tally of who knew hi mand

where the votes were. W cane to that guy, and
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[Charles H ] Keating [Jr.] said, "Don't worry
about him W own him" Keating.
The Keati ng.
The Keati ng.
Jeez.
Which is very gross. You never say things |ike
t hat .
So when Keating's S and L [Lincoln Savings and
Loan] blew up and all that, this didn't surprise
you very nuch. [Laughter]
Al ny experiences with Keating were really
i nteresting.
What exactly was the connection with Keating?
Well, Keating was the attorney for a hol ding
conpany in Chio.
So they were part of your group, then.
Oh, they were part of the group affected by ne, a
prom nent proper part of the group. So [as] the
presi dent of the association, [they] saw the | ook
on ny face when Keating blurted that out, because
that was an offensive thing to say. The
presi dent of the conpany said, "Tom don't worry
about so-and-so. He'll be with us.” Wichis

different fromsaying, "W owmn him" But that
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was Keat i ng.

He eventually cane down to California. | was
back in the assenbly about that time. He called
me on the phone. | said, "Hi, Charlie,”
friendly. That's business, you know. | did not
like him the stories about his owning people
were nunmerous. He started talking to nme about if
| was a friend of the conm ssioner. | said,
"Yeah, 1've known himfor years.”" Finally I
t hought, "He nay need sonme help with him"
said, "Well, give me a call.” 1 had found the
conmi ssioner to be a reasonable man. |f the case
were presented to him properly, why he'd be
receptive. "Well, anything | can do for you?"
Keating said to ne. | said, "Well, |I'mhaving ny
regul ar di nner every year. Wy don't you buy a
table?" "Ch, | nmean nore than that,"” Charlie
Keating said, and sone nore comrents al ong t hat
line. So | said, "Charlie, | amnot your man."
He never call ed agai n.

[ Laughter] You never forgot that earlier
comment .
No. The first thing, he's anti-Semtic.

Keating was, is?
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Yeah, in ny view
Real ly? Had he said things to you, or in your
presence, that suggested that?
He didn't like the Wnman firm And he caused
sonme trouble in sonme dealings we had with Wman
But he was al so a very active Republican and had
a presidential appointnment to sonething.
Ch really.
Yeah. He was a crude man. | think sonetines I
just didn't |like that man. [Laughter]
So the Lincoln Savings and Loan scandal didn't
surprise you especially?
That was no scandal really. Keating was a
pl ayer, a ganbler. He nade a bad business
decision. And the other side of that story is
that the adm nistration--the national
adm ni stration in Washi ngton--were under the
i nfluence of mainly the banks and ot her groups.
They deci ded [that] savings and | oans were really
set up for small savers. They paid alittle
hi gher interest rate than the banks paid. So the
banks wanted to get rid of them So part of them
wanted to get rid of them and there was anot her

group who wanted to get involved in noney market
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CDs [certificates of deposit]. So the
adm ni stration approved noney narket CDs. At
that tinme there was a shortage of noney, and it
was high interest rates. So the noney narket CDs
could pay any rate of interest they wanted to.
So 18 percent, you know.
Yeah, it went really high.
And the | aw of Washi ngton was that savings and
| oans at that time were maxed out at 5 or 6
percent. They couldn't pay any nore by law. So
the noney was spilling out of savings and | oans
by the bucketful. And the savings and | oan got
into a lot of trouble. They went broke because
they couldn't conpete by law. They coul dn't
conpete otherw se, either, because suppose they
had a hundred thousand depositors in CDs in an
institution. Instead of giving them5 percent,
which was the rate at that tinme, you gave them 18
percent. |If you took in a new depositor and gave
him 18 percent, you' ve got to give themall 18
percent. So the whol e approach, which could have
been avoided, was in that high interest era.

He' d expanded a small savings and loan into a

little holding conpany. He eventually ended up
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stock trading and dealing. He ended up being a
nati onal insurance conpany, a very | arge,
power ful group. But he didn't have a capable
person overl ooki ng what he was doing with Lincoln
Savi ngs and Loan. So he went way out. He
t hought he could nove into California and buy ne
and a few other people, which he may have done
with sone of the top Republican fund-raisers.
| don't think that nmany peopl e under st ood

that there was a California corporations
conmmi ssi oner that authorized Keating to sel
t hose securities in the | obby of a savings and
loan. By selling themin the | obby of a savings
and loan, they carried a feeling of [being]
i nsured. Sone peopl e bought them [They] took
t heir noney out of Lincoln Savings and Loan and
bought those securities.

| SOARDI : Whi ch were 100 percent risk, no insurance

BANE: That's right. | faced that in one of the years
that I was running for reelection. M opposition
t hought they could nail me because |I'd been
strongly supported by savings and | oans. They
wanted to get me in debates on it. Big issue,

savings and loans. | could debate, and |I could
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defend Lincol n Savi ngs agai nst the Republican
adm nistration in Washington for what they did,
whi ch is how t hey handl ed that whol e conversion
The aut hori zati on of noney market CDs wit hout
control. It really upset the financial markets
in California.

| SOARDI : Wiy did sonmething |ike that get passed? Was it
because of the clout of sone savings and | oan
peopl e in Republican circles?

BANE: No.

| SOARDI : Was it the general attitude of the [Ronald W]
Reagan adm ni stration?

BANE: No. Renenber the savings and | oans--nutuals or
stock conpani es--were institutions nade up of
smal| people, a lot of snmall deposits. And they
were growi ng very fast. The banks were really
the ones that opposed them The banks had much
nore clout in Washington than the savings and
| oans ever had. Miuch nore clout in the various
states than the savings and | oans ever had,
because the banks were the big noney people and
the savings and |loans were the little guys. The
political clout went with the big guys. | could

enl arge upon that, you know.
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By all neans.
Well, then we're getting into ny political
phi | osophy, [which] was that the Republican party
was owned [Laughter] by big business in
California. 1In the |legislature, people going to
Sacrament o representing the Republican party,
they get their finances from bi g business through
the party. |If you don't have party support in
Sacrament o and you want to becone a | egislator,
you' ve got to be a Republican. You had to be,
until recently, anti-abortion. It was one of the
bl ood tests you took when you recei ved Republican
support. You' ve got to be an anti-abortionist.
Republ i can wonen who believe that's their own
busi ness are becom ng strong today. They have a
powerful interest in their one issue. So they
had sort of an agreenent.

So consequently in Sacranmento, you saw t he
votes cone down. You saw the Denocrats on one
side, and the Republicans [were] anti-abortion.
They woul d get up and quote the Bible. | got
enough. So one day | got up and said.... W had
an issue on the floor on the budget, because the

children's hospital and a bunch of other
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groups couldn't receive any noney until the
budget was passed. W had tried to exclude
certain people fromthat restriction. The issue
was what we could do to ease the burden of
nursi ng honmes, the children's hospital, and other
pl aces that were receiving state noney. They
couldn't receive it, so people couldn't get help.
These are people [who] live from day-to-day. |
guoted the Bible, [which] kind of surprised them
But the section of the Bible that says, or Christ
said, "For that which you do to one of these the
| east of thy brethren you do unto ne." So |
asked the Republicans, who are always quoting the
Bible, didn't they remenber what he said? "These
people live fromday-to-day, eat from day-to-day
in the children's hospital or wherever.
Financially, they're the | east of our brethren.

So | expect every Christian over there on the

Republican side to vote for these people.” And
said, "lI'mJew sh, and there are others on this
fl oor [who] are Jewish. | can tell you how we

are going to vote. W're going to renmenber what
the Bible said."” [Laughter]

So in looking back at the S and L's then, during
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t he Reagan years, you think it was a conbination
of the strength of California business interests
and the attitude of the California Republicans
that really got that through. That led to the S
and L. ..
No. As to the Republicans of California, that
woul dn't make the difference. That's not enough.
Bi g busi ness and financial power are very active
politically. The banks partly were antagonistic
to savings and | oans. They wanted to get rid of
them O her people who wanted to be in the
position to take public savings, whether noney
mar ket CDs or the stock market, wherever, they
wanted to be the only ones collecting noney. So
the |l ack of consideration for what they were
going to do to the savings and | oan industry,
the grief it caused, which was intense, was a
result of politics ruled by large financia
i nterests.

Charlie Keating, who canme fromt hat
background and was crude in his application of
the principles of "owning" votes, just ganbl ed.
At that tinme when investnents in the savings and

| oan busi ness crunbl ed because of his brethren
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[ Laughter], he got caught in that. | have m xed
feelings about Charlie Keating. This was
sonmet hing that very few people know. The
California corporations conm ssioner was the one
who approved the selling of those stocks in the
savings and | oan offices. The people who went to
the conm ssioner at that time were conposed of a
former Republican corporations conm ssioner and
sonme of the main financial people in the
Republ i can party. [They] visited the California
corporations comm ssioner and persuaded himto
approve [it]. That's where that canme from

So hey, | could have had a ball debating that
i ssue, because | had a | ot of know edge about the
savi ngs and | oan industry and the financi al
mar kets. | could have really had a good tine.
But ny election was at stake. | had tried what |
just told you on a couple of Denocratic cl ubs.
And | tell you, [you] take a | ook at the people
in the audi ence, and they weren't buying it.
They thought they had a scandal, and it was
Charlie Keating who was the cause of it. They
weren't about to be persuaded. Well, when the

financial troubles cane, it's difficult to
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under stand how t he powerful financial figures and
the noves they made politically from Washi ngt on
coul d cause all the trouble they caused. Well,
obviously I couldn't win the battle, you know.

So when it canme to the savings and | oan issue,
people would call me up and I would tell themthe
truth.

Li ncol n Savings and Loan is a federally
chartered institution. 1In California we have no
authority over themat all. And nothing | did in
Sacranento, nothing |I could do in Sacranento at
the state | evel, could have any bearing
what soever regarding Lincoln Savings and Loan.

It was sinple fact. | let it go at that, so
consequently they were never able to [Laughter]
keep ne involved in the savings and | oan

scandal. Well, when we got into Charlie Keating,
we were...

We were tal king about your ten years or so out of
politics and your involvenent in the S and L's
then. Maybe we can cone back at a later tine,
when we get into your career in Sacranento in the
eighties, to talking a bit nore about the S and L

explosion, since it was so inportant during the
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ei ghties. But how do you get back into politics
in'74? How does that cone about?

It was a tough one.

How so?

|"d go around and talk to people, friends of

m ne. They would say, "Look, Tom anybody that's
been in politics can't make it back."

So you were starting to poke around yourself.
You wanted to get back into the action?

Ch yeah.

Yeah, OK.  You had m ssed it.

Well, | was sixty years old. Wiere did | enjoy
nmost of nmy life? It was in the political arena.
So | was a young sixty and a vigorous sixty, you
know. | didn't | ook sixty.

[ Laughter] So this wasn't an issue.

Colored ny hair. | nean, | didn't have any gray
innmy hair. [Laughter]

So this indicates you're pretty serious about
com ng back. [Laughter]

Ch yes. | quit nmy job with the savings and | oan
i ndustry.

I n 19747

Yeah. They were paying ne a |ot nore than
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twenty-five [thousand dollars] at that tine.
[ Laughter] Yeah, you nust have really |oved the
action in politics.
Peopl e thought | was nuts, giving up the job I
had to go back into that place. But it's what |
wanted to do. Some of ny best supporters said,
"Look at so-and-so from San Di ego or San
Franci sco. He went out, tried to cone back, and
couldn't doit." | said, "He was a drunk. |I'm
not a drunk." [Laughter] But | had that hurdle
to clinb over, having been there, to get back,
because no one makes it back.
Real | y? That was sort of an unstated rule then?
| guess everybody el se who had tried it had never
been able to get back. And | said, "I'mnot so-
and-so. |'m Tom Bane." All the political powers
that be, including the ones from Sacranento,
didn't want ne back either.
Real | y.
Oh no.
No ol d loyalties.
They didn't want nore conpetition for |eadership.
Ah. Because they figured if you canme back, you

woul d be up there.
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Yeah. WIlie Brown and other Denocrats were
runni ng for speaker
This is '74, yes.
Nobody figured | could make it back. | was too
old, you know. All the noney and support was
going to Jack MG at h.
The party support and party noney.
Yeah.
So you were really out there on your own.
Yeah, | was out there on ny own with ny own
noney.
You ran with your own funds?
Yep.
How did you do it?
| put themall on the Iine. | intended to w n,
and | did wn.
What kind of a canpaign did you wage? Was it
goi ng back to your original strategy of intensive
f oot work, neeting people?
Well, the first tinme | ran and won, | only sl ept
two hours a night. Wwen | got to be sixty, | had
to sleep four hours a night.
[ Laughter] ©OCh jeez. That's still all you were

sl eeping was four hours a night. And the rest of
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the tinme you were out canpaigning.
Tell you the truth, | took a half hour nap at
[ unch.
[ Laughter] You're allowed. You're allowed.
Jeez.
Mar |l ene used to bring nme over a tuna sandw ch
sonetime around |unchtine.
So by this tinme, you knew Marl ene?
Yeah.
When do you neet her? Does that happen when
you' re out of politics?
No. Let's see. No, | nmet her during the Kennedy
canpai gn.
Kennedy canpai gn?
Yeah, for president of the United States.
Ni net een sixty?
Yeah. | was just enploying her. She |ater cane
down to see ne when she was out of work. She had
two kids to feed. Her husband woul dn't take
anyt hi ng, except what he wanted. She cane down,
and at that tine | needed a staff. The staff I
had was | eaving to take another job, upward
mobility. | really ran a one-person office. The

staff | needed, | hired. | hired a | obbying
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firm

| retained the guy who | ater becane chairnman
of the Federal Honme Loan Bank Board. It was when
| picked himout of SC [University of Southern
California] and hired himto do sonme anal ytica
wor k on the savings and | oan industry. |
supported him for savings and | oan commi ssi oner
of California. The Savings and Loan League
[ Laughter] had sonebody else in mnd. A guy
named [Richard] Roe. | supported Roe when he ran
on the federal |evel, because the California
| eague didn't have any punch on the federal
| evel. But then when he was seeking an
appoi ntment as the savings and | oan conm ssi oner
of California, he got the support of the
California | eague and then he would not talk to
me. No savings and | oan | eader can survive if he
can't talk to the conmm ssioner. So | |ooked
around for a guy and got himto seek the spot.
H s name was Preston Martin Jr., and he [was] at
SC. He held a doctorate in finance and sone
ot her degrees. Very fine, clean nan that woul d
appeal to Ronald Reagan. [Laughter] | got him

on the |ist.
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BANE: And | did sonething Jesse Unruh taught ne,
[which] is to get your nman in the wi ngs and then
go out and cut up the guy that's in front. So |
visited certain Republican powers in California
and took themto lunch. | found a guy who's a
bi g noney man, collected funds. He asked ne what
| was doing now, which | was very glad he asked
me. | said, "W've got a real chore com ng up
now." "What's that?" he said. "Well, I'm
supporting Preston Martin for conm ssioner. He's
the head of the financial departnent for USC.
He's runni ng agai nst a guy named Richard Roe."
And the guy says, "Richard Roe? That so-and-
so"--the only reason |"mnot giving the words is
that.... [Laughter] "I'Il take care of that." My
menory gives me a little trouble with nanes.
[ Stuart] Stu Spencer is the guy who trained
Ronal d Reagan to be governor of California. He
took himfroman actor and nade hima politician.
| went to Spencer, a Republican. He and | were
very good friends. Are today. He used to invite
me up to his place up in Oregon. Except that
coul d never accept because you've got to report

those things. That's enough to defeat you for
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BANE: office. But he and | are good friends. His
daughter was in a | obbying job in Sacranmento. |
al ways treated her very nicely and very well.
She was al ways welconme in ny office. Stu Spencer
is a wonderful man. He really is a wonderfu
guy, very bright. The president took Stu Spencer
with himto Washi ngton and he becane his guiding
light back there. Well, | talked to Stu about
Preston Martin, and he was a little helpful. Tom
Bane [ Laughter] beat the California Savings and
Loan League again, and, oh God. [Laughter]
[ End Tape 6, Side B]
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Tom last tinme we tal ked about your return to the
assenbly. W tal ked about your canpaign in 1974.
Maybe you can begin by tal ki ng about what your
district was |like. Now you're representing what
is called the Fortieth [Assenbly] District.

Uh- huh.

Was it pretty nmuch the same district as your
previ ous one?

No, it was an entirely new district, really.
course | knew sone peopl e because peopl e noved
frommy old district into nmy new district, so |
wasn't a total stranger. | ran against Jack

MG ath and others. The name identification
survey showed about 6 or 7 percent name
identification for each of us. Jack was
supported by [ Congressnman Janmes C.] Ji m Cornan
He was Ji m Corman' s canpai gn manager. Jack had

built quite a few connections which were very
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val uabl e, because they were key support people
for Corman, and Corrman was backi ng him

| SOARDI : Wio wer e sone of these connections?

BANE: There were many people. Everybody told nme it was
i npossible to come back. So | didn't want to
enbarrass any of ny friends. | decided to pay
for ny own canpaign. So when | started out ny
usual canpai gn of neeting people, |I had set ny

goal s to neet one hundred thousand people in the

mar ket s. .
| SOARDI : Super mar ket s.
BANE: Super mar kets, on the street corners, and

restaurants and whatever. So that was my goal .

| kept track by the literature and whatever item
| passed out as a giveaway. | hired a couple of
friends, but they were high-powered performners,
workers. So |'d done...

No, | take that back, | didn't doit. | had
access through Howard Adler in Orange County, who
wor ked for Congressman [Richard T.] Hanna, to an
i ntensi ve | abor survey [which] was taken about
voters' attitudes. Voters' attitudes were sort
of a rebellion to canpai gn pi eces and canpai gn

propaganda, so that maybe a m neograph
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sheet woul d be nore effective than a hi gh- powered
brochure. So Howard Adler and | sat down. He
was going to run for Congress, and | was running
for assenbly, so we were both running. W napped
out the canpaign--this was six nonths before
filing, really--and to pick early the nost
ef fective canpaign during that period of tine. |
paid for my own canpaign. W didn't run a
denocratic operation. | was the boss.

[ Laughter] So we ran the canpaign that | had
laid out. Howard Adl er devel oped a canpai gn
commttee and had a | ot of people hel ping himrun
hi s canpai gn, volunteers, his canpaign committee.
He lost. O course, | inmediately said, "That's
what you get for letting sonebody el se run your
canpaign.” But that isn't quite true. W had
different districts, and the problens were
di fferent.
What were the issues in the Fortieth District?
Does anything stick out in your m nd? Wat were
peopl e concerned wth?
Well, nmy assenbly district had a bl oc of senior
citizens, which ny opponent never bothered to do

anyt hing with, although he had connections. He
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had a key person in the senior citizens group on
hi s canpaign conmttee. But | went to the
peopl e, you know, the older people. | kept track
of where their lunches were and where their
functions were, and | went to all of them
handed t hem pot hol ders or ball point pens, or
sonmething like that. Those were the itens |
handed out toward the latter part of the
canpaign. | can renmenber it was a senior group,
and sone people always want two pens or two pot
hol ders, or whatever it was. [Laughter] | was
so pleased that they wanted them | gave themto
them graciously. The one that really |I never
forget is, one guy says, "Could |I have anot her
pen for ny nother?" |[Laughter]

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] One of the seniors?

BANE: Yeah. [Laughter] O course, that got a | augh
out of the table and al so anot her pen out of ne.
[ Laught er ]

| SOARDI : How coul d you resist. [Laughter]

BANE: So it was pretty hard canpai gni ng, but one that
was really a pleasure to do.

| SOARDI : Did you neet your quota of a hundred thousand?

BANE: Oh, | broke that. | broke the hundred thousand.
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And you understand that they're sonetinmes very
short contacts. For instance, | would go into a
market. First, | would survey where the manager
of the market was, see what row he was on, then
|"d start on the other side. Then he'd try to
catch ne. | could see over the shelves, and he
couldn't. [Laughter] There were seven of us
runni ng for the Denocratic primary.
That many?
Yeah. Marlene was ny canpai gn manager. She
woul d get very upset with ne. | was very, very
much aware it was the general canpaign [that] was
an inportant one. W'd go to these public
nmeetings at sone auditorium sonme place. | always
start out with the pitch that | thought the peo-
ple of the district were very fortunate to have
the cal i ber of people that were running..
[I nterruption]
...Was the Fortieth District a little west of
your previous district? How was it different
fromthe...
Well, it was practically a new district. The
first time | ran, my first district was up

in.... | lived in Tujunga. So | had Sun
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Vall ey and all that.
You had Bur bank?
No, | didn't have any Burbank. | used to have
Burbank in the first district. | didn't have any
Bur bank, it was so far out west. Not Burbank.
So this is quite a change, then?
It was quite a change. | got rid of the gray in
my hair and grew a | ong head of hair because | ong
hair at that tine was fashionable. 1'd neet
peopl e sonetinmes. Wen | net this wonan, she
said, "You know, | voted for your father."
[ Laught er ]
What did you say to that?
"He was a good man." [Laughter] Al an Robbi ns,
the state senator, who I'd known since he was
twel ve years old, and we worked on | ots of
canpai gns together, he had run for the senate
about six nonths before when Tom[C.] Carrel
died. Jack McGrath had nanaged his canpaign. |
knew Jack's style, his canpaign frombeginning to
end, because | had watched himfor years. So |
talked to Alan, | said, "He's a man on a snear
operation, so |'ve got to get prepared to snear

hi m back. 1've got to check himout." So I
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BANE: checked himout. He didn't have a bad record,
except he [was] picked up on a warrant because he
hadn't responded to the police to do sonething.
But his brother was m xed up in narcotics. That
was on the rap sheet.

H s canpai gn manager and | knew each ot her
very well. | think at the tine he was a city
counci |l man, or he was getting prepared to go for
the city council. So he becane sort of a spy on
what | was doing. He stopped by [as an] old
friend to chat a while about the canpaign and
stuff. So I'd tell himwhatever | wanted Jack to
know. [Laughter] | shared with himmy rap
sheet. | said, "I'mgoing to have it all ready
to go. | won't use it unless Jack puts out a
snear sheet. |If he puts out a smear sheet, |I'm
ready to go on this one.” That put Jack in a
straitjacket position, where he couldn't use a
snear sheet very early. He had to use it at the
last mnute. | knew he would have to do that.

So ny canpaign letter went out the weekend
before the election. There was a letter from
Al an Robbi ns on Police Protection League

stationery, and it carried a P.S. You know, one
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thing people all read in letters are the P.S.'s.
They may not read the rest of it...
[I nterruption]

.So | nentioned the P.S. was very inportant,
whi ch nmeant the rest of the letter had to be
short, concise, and to the point. The P.S. that
went out with Al an Robbins's bl essing [contained]
a warni ng agai nst |ast mnute snear sheets and
phony telegranms. Jack McGath's canpai gn al ways
had a snear sheet and also had a telegram Well,
we sent that out the weekend before the canpaign.
And on Monday norning | put out a postal card--
Monday, Tuesday was the el ection--and had the
red, white, and bl ue approach. And it carried
their polling place to rem nd people where to
vote. And it also [said] "Beware of smear sheets
and phony tel egrans.”
Ri ght on the card?
Yeah. So sure enough, Jack McGath canme out with
his snmear sheet and a phony tel egram People
were so mad at himfor doing that.
Real ly? It backfired on hinf
Oh yeabh.

What was he sayi ng? What kind of things were in
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his snear sheet?
Well, in his paper one, he had ne sitting in a
chair with sonme | obbyists. M with a cocktail in
my hand with a drunken gesture, you know. Of
course, the people that knew ne knew | didn't
drink at all, though.
Yeah. WAs he trying to play into the
Prop[osition] 9' sentiment in 19747 I think,
wasn't [Edmund G ] "Jerry” Brown [Jr.] pushing
t hat reforn®
Yeah, but that didn't beconme an issue, because we
bot h supported that, of course.
Ri ght .
This was a standard Jack McG ath canpai gn
But it didn't work.
No, because | knew what was com ng and how to
deal with it. Al an Robbins was state senator and
wel |l -known in the district at that tine because
he' d gone through the canpaigns he | earned from
me of hand-to-hand conbat. He used to wait until
peopl e were getting out of markets to get out in

the street, and goi ng wherever people are and

! Proposition 9 (June 1974), Political Reform Act.
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nmeeting thempersonally. He knew what tine the
theaters got out, then he'd hit the theater at
that particular tinme. People were com ng out
fromthe show, why he'd have [I|naudible] to make
a contact with. So he was pretty well-known, and
they knew him So a postal card comng froma
state senator carried sone punch. He's the one
that issued the warni ng agai nst the snmear sheet
and the phony telegram And sure enough, there
was a snear sheet and a phony tel egram
Predi ctabl e. [Laughter]

It was a very interesting canpaign froma
strategy point. | beat himtw to one. He was
putting out letters on Congressman Cornan's
stationery with...

Convi nci ng. Very convi nci ng.

...Corman's signature. It was tough. But part
of the survey showed peopl e woul d be responsive
to personal contact, which | was doing, and a
personal nessage. | had no idea. M wife's
not her and ot her people handwote in green
bal | point pen ink fifty thousand postcards. Then
when we got down to campaign time, we used

people to address themw th ball point pens in
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green ink, so that the addressing would natch
that on the back of the postal card. And it was
signed by four different people. Depending on

t he makeup of the precinct, depending on which

name we used: "I renenber | called you." It was
a personal nessage: "Renenber, | called you on
t he phone.™ The canpaign carried a | ot of

per sonal mnessage stuff.

| SOARDI : Very effective.

BANE: And Jim Corman had called nme. He was al so doi ng
spy work. "How are things going?" | said, "OCh,
| think they're going pretty well." He said,

"How s the canpaign | ooki ng?" He was checking

for Jack MG ath, you know. | said, "Wll, Jim
it looks pretty good.” | said, "My |ast pol
showed | was beating himtwo to one." He said,
"Two to one?" O course, | really was baiting

himto put out the snear sheet. Qherwi se, it

woul dn't fit into nmy canpaign

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] So you wanted himto do it.

BANE: Well, yeah.

| SOARDI : That's good. That's good.

BANE: But the whol e strategy worked very well, and |

really was beating himtw to one.
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And you ended up beating himtwo to one.
He helped nme. He wote the letters | said he was
going to wite. [Laughter]
[ Laughter] Yeah, really. Fulfilled your
predi ctions.
Yeah.
So what's Sacranento |ike when you go back? How
does it strike you? Has it changed nuch?
Well, you understand that it was a growi ng state,
heal t hy econony, lots of aircraft work, lots nore
work. Every year we'd have nore noney to dish
out than we had the year before. That's a very
heal thy place to be, you know. W nake |ots of
friends, we give our pet projects sone noney.
The econony was good. That's ny first termin
Sacranento. The econony was good all the tine.
So nobody was taking the politicians on. The
politicians were always getting nore noney for
this, nore noney for that. The budget was easy,
you know. So a very pleasant.... Politicians
didn't have any dirty nanmes. [ News]papers hadn't
cut them up.

Second time was a little different. But as |

probably told you last tinme, Jesse Unruh and I
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becanme enem es during ny first canpai gn because
he was supporting ny primary Denocrat, who was a
good candi date. | taught himhow to camnpai gn,
and he was follow ng pretty nmuch my approach
Then Jesse nade the mi stake of telling John
Snyder, "Bane better find out who's boss of
Sacramento and find out fast.” | already was
carrying a chip on ny shoulder for him and he
knocked it off with that one, you know. So I
went and said, "Jesse Unruh is not and never wll
be ny boss.” | sent that nessage back to Jesse.
| did some other things | haven't nentioned.
told you of some of themoff the record. But,
you know, | was feisty.

Com ng back to Sacranento, though, after your

el ection victory in '74. \Wen you left you were
one of the inner circle, you were one of the
novers and shakers in the assenbly.

Yeah.

How does it feel now, com ng back? You don't
have that position anynore. \Who's running

t hi ngs? How nmuch of an inpact can you have,
initially?

Well, of course initially, | had to establish
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myself. O course | knew how the operation
wor ked.

So that hadn't changed nuch? You felt...

No, it had, it had. | becane a force on ny own
and a strong person on my own. | ran across sone
problens. | had taken the insurance conpanies

on, when | was up there before, on the hone
of fice tax exenptions. So their hone office was
al ways a great big building, which they rented
out to lots of clients and renters. They were
maki ng noney off all those honme office tax
exenptions. | kept ny files on that issue, even
though | lost the battle when | was up there the
first tine. Wen | canme back, | started out with
that bill. 1'd done all the quotes and stuff
that goes with a proper newspaper article.
Denocratic consultants and the speaker were
tal ki ng about how much help they could give to
any of the new nenbers. So | turned ny news copy
announcing ny bill over to the caucus operation,
whi ch hel ps people wite drafts and stuff |ike
this, because | wanted this to be perfect. |If
they could help ne any, 1'd be glad to take it.
They didn't return nmy copy to ne. So | had
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schedul ed the ei ghteenth of January to go to
press on that bill. On the seventeenth |I called
t he caucus operation and said | hadn't received
my copy yet. So on the seventeenth, some tine
during the night, they slipped it under ny door.
| opened the paper on the eighteenth of January,
and it has a headline on the third page, which is
a prom nent page, "Berman Takes on | nsurance
Conmpany with Tax Exenption Bill." Those guys had
taken ny bill. They didn't even bother to change
t he wordi ng, you know. They couldn't inprove
what |1'd worked on for a long period of tine. So
| joined some people to recall the speaker.

There I was again. Well, | couldn't allow that
to happen to ne and not do sonething about it.

| SOARDI : Do you renenber when this was, Ton? The speaker
then was Leo [T.] MCarthy?

BANE: Yeah, whom | had voted for.

| SOARDI : You voted for initially, right?

BANE: Yeah.

| SOARDI : When you first got there.

BANE: | couldn't allow anybody to do that to ne and not

sting sonewhat. That's why | could go after the
head guy, which was Leo McCarthy. W had sone
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nmeet i ngs.
Now, who is "we"? W else was trying to unseat
hi n?
WIllie Brown's old friends.
Ah. [Laughter]...
[I nterruption]
...So you were working, then, in the group that
was opposing McCarthy, [which] was WIIlie Brown
and his friends, that were starting this push
agai nst McCarthy?
No. | was one of the ringleaders who was
starting it.
OCh real ly?
Yeah. Republicans would | ook at those battles
going on with Denocrats, between WIlie Brown and
McCarthy. They had consi dered supporting nme for
speaker.
D d they approach you?
Well, I was informed of that by one of the
prom nent nenbers of the senate, a reliable
person. He said they didn't consider ne a new
menber, you know.
Ri ght .

| never wanted to be speaker.
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Not at all?
No. It takes conplete control of your life. You
no | onger do what you want to do. You do what
everybody el se wants you to do. And that really
wasn't where | wanted to be. | knew what Kkind of
hel | the speaker goes through because I had seen
Jesse Unruh go through it. So that really wasn't
my cup of tea.
Ri ght .
| could be the closest to the speaker and work
together with the speaker.
Yeah. And | guess these Republicans didn't mnd
your past connections with Jesse Unruh. | assune
they weren't too fond of him [Laughter]
Well, 1 always was an individual, you know.
And t hey recogni zed that?
They knew that. They knew we'd have to deal,
make sone agreenents, which | wouldn't do. So |
didn't encourage them They aren't too fond of
WIllie Brown either.
Wiy not? Politically too |iberal?
Yeah. And there were also sonme racial issues
i nvol ved.

As wel | .
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BANE: Yeah. That's one of the things that WIllie Brown
suffered fromthat Jesse didn't have to put up
wi t h.

| SOARDI : So at this time, you were one of the ringleaders,
you start organi zing an opposition to Leo
McCarthy. Do you have a candidate in mnd to
take his place?

BANE: WIlie Brown.

| SOARDI : Real | y? You had decided early on that he woul d
be the person?

BANE: Well, that's the only place there was any nut of
votes, organization. So Leo McCarthy got hold of

it and had sonebody watch ny office.

| SOARDI : He had soneone wat chi ng your office?

BANE: Ch yeah.

| SOARDI : Just to see who was going in and out?

BANE: Yeah. So he had lunch with ne. He says, "I

under stand you' re unhappy with ny speakership.”

And | said, "Well, this is what your caucus did

to me." He said, "I'msorry to hear that."

| SOARDI : He cl ai ned he didn't know about it.

BANE: Yes. But he didn't do anything about it either.
So | was still there. So | becane an opposition

to the incunbent speakership.
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How soon did this happen after you returned to
Sacranment o, Ton®
On January 18, the first nonth afterwards.
' Seventy-five?
Yeah.
Just after you got back this happened?
Yeah.
Oh, | was under the inpression it was a year or
two later. But this happens instantly that they
treat you like that.
Ch yeah.
Jeez.
They called ne in the office and suggested that |
devel op a subcommttee to study sonething
wanted to study. He'd nake nme chairman of it. |
said, "Don't, Leo. 1'd rather have nothing than
next to nothing.”™ | think he nust get a reaction

to my directness and ny dealings. But that also

becanme nmy stock-in-trade. 1In the twenty-four
years | was up there, | never broke a commtnent.
Always level. So ny word was good. | could get

sone bills through that other people couldn't get
t hrough because | worked hard and took ny bills

very seriously.
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WIllie Brown had becone chairman of sone
comm ttee when Leo McCarthy beat him Wllie
Brown was just too smart. You couldn't let him
[ Laughter] run | oose either, you know. At the
beginning, WIllie cane to nme to tal k about the
speakership vote, just before the battle between
Leo McCarthy and WIllie Brown reached the
assenbly for a vote. He cane to nme and said that
he'd |like to have ny vote on this. "Well,

can't do that," because | had prom sed Leon

Ral ph, who I had hired to be organi zer for the
Los Angel es County Denocratic Central Commttee.
| taught him how to work between conflicting
groups. He later ran for the assenbly, when
was not there, and got el ected. He becane
chairman of the Rules Conmittee. So | prom sed

Leon Ralph. | said, "He's the only one from

Sacranento who's been friendly."

| SOARDI : Real | y? Wen you canme back?
BANE: Yeah, when | cane back. | said, "They didn't
think the old man could make it back."” He wasn't

an old man. He was only sixty. [Laughter] But

you understand the attitude.
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| SOARDI : Yeah, of course.
[End Tape 7, Side A
[Begin Tape 7, Side B]

| SOARDI : So initially, then, you supported Leon Ral ph.
BANE: No, | voted for whonever he was supporti ng.
| SOARDI : Oh, | see. So you followed his |ead on that, and

he was supporting Leo MCart hy.

BANE: Yeah.
| SOARDI : | see. That's how you cane to vote for MCarthy
then. Now, let nme ask you.... Very shortly, you

swing to WIllie Brown, and you start out
organi zi ng agai nst McCarthy. Wen do you neet
WIllie Browmn? Maybe you can tell us sonething

about how you establish a relationship with

Wllie Brown. Is this your first dealing with
hi n?

BANE: No. He got elected the year | left, but | was
still Rules chairman when he canme up. He went

t hrough the halls and gave ne the old gl ad hand.
He said, "I understand you're the nan to see,”
and that sort of stuff.

| SOARDI : So that was 19647

BANE: Yeah, that was 1964. So | nmet himthen, and he

was Wllie Browmn fromthe very start.
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[ Laughter] Wat was it?
He cane to ne, and he says, "Well, you know
you're on the losing side." And | said, "WIllie,
if it's only Leon Ral ph and ne who are voting for
the | osing speaker, that's the way it will be."
So he | ooked at ne and said, "I like your style."
| had a bill and I said, "If the senate does
amend it, I'll bring the bill back to this
commttee for its approval, whatever they do."
So sonmebody said, "M. Brown"--who was chairing--
"how do I know he will do that?" Wll, he said,
"You apparently don't know Tom Bane, do you?" So
|"ma strong believer in your word is your bond.
It's the only tool you have to deal with in
Sacranento, is your word, you know. So I
established nyself as the person | wanted to be.
It worked out very well.

W weren't successful in recalling Leo

McCart hy, but Howard Berman [ Laughter] came into
the picture as a candidate. And ny district, the
politicians around this area, were all Bernman
supporters. It was the normal place for ne to
go. Besides that, when he heard about how he got

his insurance bill, he called ne over to the
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office and told ne he knew not hi ng about that.

He knew not hi ng about your bill that has his nane
on it?
Wel |, you understand, the caucus staff would

wite his legislation for him So they wote the
bill, and they didn't tell him He convinced ne
that that's the way it was. And he was a nice
guy, you know. His friends really becane ny
friends. So when he canme in to see nme asking for
support, | told him yeah, I'd support him 1[I'd
rather lose with himthan win with sonebody el se.
| did caution himabout noving after the
speakership. He made major errors, which | tried
to keep himfrom maki ng.

During the fight for the speakership.

Yeah.
Such as.
Well, the battle becane who was w nni ng the

Denocratic primary in sone of the districts. His
canpai gn took on Jack [R] Fenton to try to beat
him And | think he did, I think he beat Jack
Fenton. Well, that's sonething that you know was
not well-taken by any other. Because they felt

that if he does that to menber Jack Fenton, he'd
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do it to them That's a major rule, mgjor rule.
Yeah, truly.

On top of that when he decided to run, he
notified Leo McCarthy that he was going to run
against him He asked himto resign. | fought
agai nst that approach but sonme of the other
eager - beaver freshmen were all gung ho, you know.
Because Howard Bernman and his brother, M chael
Berman, didn't understand the power of the
i ncunbent speaker.
Well, they underestinmated Leo McCarthy's
willingness to use it. Maybe they didn't take
hi m very seriously, | don't know.
| think it's just that they didn't know what he
coul d do.
Real | y.
The i ncunbent speaker can give powers and
commttees and things. Al a candidate for
speaker can do is promse. Politics will burn
the hand. Howard, | think he recognized that if
he listened to me, he'd be speaker. He'd have
t he speakership

The chairnmen of the cormittees were a power.

None of themwanted to | ose their chairmnships.
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They were supporting Leo McCarthy because he was
t he speaker, and he gave them the chairnmanshi ps.
But they net with Berman when the fight devel oped
between him Leo, and WIllie Brown. MCarthy was
out, very obviously gone. The Republicans picked
up Wllie Browmn. They were the mnority party,
but they were going to throw all their votes to
sonebody. And they threwit to WIlie Brown.
When the battl e devel oped between Wl lie Brown
and Bernman, the chairnmen of the conmttees got
together, and they met with Howard Bernan. They
said that if they could keep their chairmanshi ps,
why, they would go with himfor speaker. Again,
Howard didn't understand that you could take care
of your friends eventually, you know, as tine
goes on. Things change very rapidly.
Sure.
There's lots of things you can do for them And
| told himthat he didn't desire.... He didn't
understand it just takes a little tine, that
t hi ngs change, you know.
So he woul dn't give themthe guarantee.
Sure. Well, he wouldn't have had to take all of

them you know. He could have taken enough of
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themindividually to keep his forty-one votes.
He said, "No. | have conmtnents to ny
supporters. | have to keep ny comm tnents.”
That's like telling themthat "A |lot of you are
going to | ose your jobs."
Oh yeah. So there was much honor invol ved, and
he was forthright. And it ended up none of his
friends survived.
Real | y?
But 1'd seen the grief that being speaker had
gi ven Jesse Unruh, because he and | were very
close. 1'd seen the turmoil that existed in him
when he woul d get a blast at the newspapers,
because the newspapers zero in on the speaker.
We generally consider the press to be a
Republ i can press, so the newspaper reporters
could get copy in their papers by attacking the

Denocratic speaker. So WIlie Brown ended up

bei ng el ected speaker wi thout ny vote. | stuck
to my vote conmtnment to Howard Berman. | stuck
with him..

Did you? To the end?
Ch yeah. That's part of ny code, you know. You

don't peel off. If you ve got a commtnent, you
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go down with it. Because whoever was the w nner
understands that. If you want to deal with that
new power, it's very sinple. You're dealing with
word and agreenents, so that | was reliable.

So |l went to WIllie Brown's reception after
he had won and shook his hand. | said, "I

stopped by to offer to you ny synpathies." He

said, "Wiat do you nean? | won." | said,
"Wllie, the time will cone when you'll know what
| nean.” And he did, you know. Because they

gave himall the stuff they gave to Jesse Unruh
and added to it racismon Wllie. WIIlie did not
drink. He may have taken a drink, but he was not
a drinker. WIllie handled it very well. Wth
all the stuff he got, he handled it very well. |
had no trouble working with him

Wy do you think he handled it so well? Wat was
t here about hinf

| think he'd been under attack since he was a
kid, so it wasn't anything new. He accepted it
for what it was.

You nentioned earlier that Berman didn't
understand the power the sitting speaker had.

Was there any arrogance in there as well?
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Because it strikes nme as you relate the things
that he did, there seens |ike a kind of arrogance
to it.
Well, you can paint another picture. His brother
was runni ng the canpai gn for speakership, and his
brot her had never breathed in the air of
Sacramento. He thought it was |ike you do things
in Congress. Now this is sonething that they
didn't have, [which] was a sensitivity to each
per son.

In the field of politics, you have to al ways
know where the other fellowis that you're
dealing with. You can't deal with himunless you
know. If you don't know hi mthoroughly, then you
can say sonething to himthat's offensive, which
woul dn't be offensive to anybody el se. So you
work with themin what 1'Il say is "their
| anguage.” You can't speak to a nonolingual
person who is French and talk to himin English.
He won't understand. You' ve got to speak to him
in French, or get sonebody to talk to himin
French. OCh, you see it all the tine today, just
pl ai n busi ness, and work at it.

Yeabh.
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They didn't understand how people were going to
react. | don't think it's that they didn't care
about the other person's w shes or wants, or
whet her their own w shes or wants were dom nant
to the point where they couldn't sense that. And

M chael Bernman di d not understand Sacr anmento.

Well, I had been there. |'d been through the
whol e t hi ng.
Ri ght .

On top of that, M chael Berman was after votes.
He figured if he'd knock off Jack Fenton, another
vote for Howard. But you understand how all the
ot her nmenbers felt.

It sounds |like probably he had a serious problem
of having people trust him

Well, they could trust himto knock them off.
They didn't go beyond that. | don't think it was
a matter of trust. They trusted what they

t hought he would do. He did it to Jack Fenton,
he'd do it to them They trusted Howard Ber nan
to do that. [Laughter]

VWhat was the speakership like in the seventies,

t hen, when Leo McCarthy was running it, and

during this battle when WIllie Brown eventually
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won? What was required of a speaker? What was
required to be a good speaker? What was the nost
i mportant thing you had to do in office?

Stay in touch with each individual nenber. Leo
McCarthy built a sheltered office. He went to
conm ttee chairs who thensel ves had been little
dictators. So the people who were contacting the
menber ship, Leo McCarthy had put in place. It
was a final court. It didn't get to Leo. Let ne
give you a feeling of it: when Leo MCarthy

wal ked in the chanbers, all quieted down and a
dark cl oud cane over the chanbers. That was Leo
McCarthy's reginme. Now, take WIIlie Brown.
WIllie conmes in the door of the chanbers, "Hey,
there's Wllie."

[ Laughter] Big difference. Big difference in

t one.

Yeah. So everybody |iked WIlie.

| nean that's one dramatic exanple, | guess, of
personal relationships at a mninmum But what

t hi ngs woul d a speaker have to do to be in touch
with the nenbership to keep themon his side, or
her side now?

Well, WIlie was speaker, which neant that he
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ended up being the head of the caucus, even
t hough there was a caucus chairnman. He'd get
into issues and knew all of them Now, he and |
becanme very good friends because | protected his
back. The Rules chairman has a ot to do with
t he nmenber shi p.
Quite a bit. [Laughter]
| dealt well with the nmenbership. | recognized

each of themas a person of inportance and a

being. | never gave the fear that sonme of Wllie
Brown' s chai rnen gave, you know. 1'd conme to
him | didn't hate Republicans. Wen | took
over as chairman of Rules.... Sonetinmes you nake

t ough deci si ons.

Sonetimes you may have a guy |ike Steve Peace
who- -very bright, very bright--on an issue...
Particularly the conputers, where Steve was
agai nst buyi ng conputers and the conputer
busi ness. The Republicans were against it, too,
because they figured it was a tool the Denocrats
coul d make good use of, you know. They could, if
t hey knew how to use it. Steve liked to debate
and argue. | always ended up getting his vote,

because [Richard] Muntjoy was al ways debating
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and arguing too. So | let Steve argue with
Mountj oy, until Steve would turn to ne and say,
"Let's vote on this thing and get it over with."
So Steve woul d convince hinsel f [Laughter]
agai nst Mountjoy. So sonetinmes we had sone | ong

nmeetings until Steve got to that point.

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] You just let himgo.

BANE: Let hi m go.

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] That's good.

BANE: | let Mountjoy go, too. Muntjoy ended up being

a very good friend of mne. He' s the one that
carried the resolution on the floor nam ng the
Rules Committee roomafter me. He's the one that
real |y organi zed putting it together.

| SOARDI : Very nice.

BANE: But it was proper. Mountjoy had to state his
piece in the Rules Cormittee neeting or to the
press afterwards. So Mountjoy always had his
chance to speak his piece. It was his job for
the Republicans to speak his piece. [|f sonebody
objected, I'd say, "No, let Muntjoy finish."
When he was through, "Are you done, M.
Mountjoy?" And he'd tell me, "Yes," and then |I'd

go on with the neeting. That's understandi ng
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what the other guy's about, you know, what he's
got to do. He had a nobl e purpose: to oppose
the chairman of Rules. So | wore himout, you
know. It's an individual thing. WIIlie Brown
wor ked that same way as speaker
Well, isn't this one of the keys to his w nning,
the fact that he could get along with
Republ i cans?

Let's say he dealt with the Republicans.

O dealt with them [Laughter] Mre accurate.
He dealt with the Republicans. But they ended up
building a hatred for Wllie Brown. They tried
to paint Wllie Brown as all the bad things they
coul d paint him

Well, it's certainly | think probably at a fever
pitch now. [Laughter]

It's the Republicans who have the fever.

Yes. [Laughter] No question. He has to have
had one of the nobst extraordinary exits in the
hi story of the California |egislature.

[ Laught er ]

Wel |, you understand the power of the speaker is
great, and he can do lots of things for you.

Yes. So let nme ask you, how do you start?
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mean, early on when you return to Sacranento in
"75, you're working with Wllie Brown and his
peopl e opposing McCarthy. A few years later you
support Berman and his fight for the speakership
that WIllie Brown eventually wins. Howis it
that you cone to beconme a staunch supporter
t hen, of WIlie Brown?

It's amazed | ots of people.

[ Laughter] How does this happen? How does this
develop? |Is this just in the normal course of
day-to-day activity? You find yourselves nore
of ten than not drawn together?

Vell, | had a rather successful career in
Sacranento, but | also was al ways open, always
forthright. Wat | said, | nmeant. Wat | said,
| kept. So that |I followed ny rules of your word
is your bond. A lot of these never bothered ne
very nmuch because they knew where | was going to
vote. It was a very reliable vote.

Working on the floor with Wllie Brown--1 may
have told you this before--one day when he was
fighting a bill being carried by the
optonetrists.... Now, | had worked with the

optonetrists at the very beginning of ny termin
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Sacramento. | had a close relationship. 1 had
terrible trouble with ny eyes. | understood the
optonetrists' position, and what they were |iKke.
| was a very strong supporter for alternative
care. | didn't hate the doctors, or | didn't
hate the | obbyists for the doctors. | understood
t heir business, and what drove themto do what
they want, |ike make nore noney. And the
optonetrists were working hard to get good
treatment to patients. And the ophthal nol ogi sts
were a bunch of MD."'s. ..

| SOARDI : Ri ght.

BANE: ...working hard to keep them out of the
business. So | was a supporter of alternative
care, to bring nore people into the field of
provi ding services to the public, which I thought
was a heal t hy approach.

I never worried about anybody taking nme on
for office. On this issue you won't understand,
nobody el se will understand, and you won't
believe it. But | really loved ny constituents,
really Ioved them They voted for ne. \Wen the
newspapers took me on, which they did to try to

W pe nme out, ny constituents stayed with ne. No
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matter what the trend was, ny constituents stayed
with me. The big issue, Proposition 140, with
termlimtations and all that, nmy district never
voted for that. And | didn't canpaign on that
issue either. But there wasn't a household in ny
district, at |least once a year, that didn't get a
t el ephone call taking a poll and asking their
opi nion of things. They heard fromne once or
twice a year, at certain hours of the day, when
peopl e were hone. And ny staff did nothing el se
but do outreach work.

[Louis J.] Lou Papan was chai rman of Rul es,
and he spoke agai nst the optonetrists' bill on

the floor. And | spoke against the optonmetrists

bill. And WIlie was commtted to supporting
that bill.

| SOARDI : Wy ?

BANE: Wiy did WIlie support it?

| SOARDI : Wiy was he conmitted to supporting it?

BANE: |'"d say it fitted his agenda.

| SOARDI : Yeah. Was this before he was speaker?

BANE: No, it was while he was speaker.

! Proposition 140 (Novenber 1990), limits on terms of
office, legislator's retirenent, |egislative operating

costs.
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Wi | e he was speaker, K
| was working side by side with himfromearly
norning to | ate at night.
But on this issue you found yourself on opposite
si des.
But he never asked nme to change ny vote. He knew
Tom Bane.
And if he had asked?
"That's up to you, Wllie." I'd tell him "I've
got a commtnent. Before |I break my comm t nent
to them 1'Il break every conmtnment | have to

you, too. You know, that's where | would have
been. | was prepared for that. He respected ny
vote and ny commtnent. He knew what kind of
person | was. He knew he couldn't get a vote
fromnme. He never asked ne for a vote. He
figured I knew, when | voted, why | was voting
that way. There's a reason for it.

I s that unusual ? Is that how he dealt with nost
peopl e?

No. But he dealt with ne that way because he
knew what kind of person | was, and he dealt wth

everybody el se because he knew what ki nd of

person they were.



| SOARDI
BANE:

239
He really knew his nenbership
Knew hi s nmenbership. He nade coments to ne that
he didn't make to other peopl e about certain
menbers. WIIlie was very sound on the issues,
generally. His caucus was conmtted to
education. He was conmitted to education because
he cane froma background where.... Wat
education did for him he becane a | awer. And
then that's the only way ot her people are going
to make it inlife is if they can get an
education. So in the battle between those in
education, he was 100 percent. | was very nuch a
per son opposed to any discrimnation: racial,
religious, and sex. He was commtted to the sane
pl ace. His caucus, for the nost part, was
opposed to any kind of discrimnation. W always
supported the junior colleges, because they took
care of the people who.... It's the only
education they could get. So he was very
reliable on the issues. He was dealing with sone
i ssues |ike tobacco, and sone of the others we
rai sed questions about. | never raised the
guestion. | knew what his deal was, you know.

He had to have a constituency in the business
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BANE: area. But on the guts of the people issues, he
was solid. You couldn't touch him

[ End Tape 7, Side B]
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[ Session 8, August 26, 1995]

[ Begin Tape 8, Side Al
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Al right, Tom today let's get into your

| egislative career, legislation that was of
interest to you. How you got it through, how,
maybe, ideas canme to you in a general sense.

You know, people often think there's a |ot of
glory in legislation. That's just plain

persi stence and work, and over com ng the
opposition. Wen [Benjamin S.] Ben Hte was city
cl erk--head of the election division--he and
becanme friends in the process of running for

of fice because | nmade a | ot of use out of the
files. 1 asked himwhat he wanted out of the

| egi slature. "For twenty-five years,"” he told
me, "they have been trying to get the uncontested
judges off the ballot."” There are about sixty

j udgeshi ps, and they'd take up a whol e sheet of
the ballot, the printing, postage, tallying.

Sur e. St at enent s.
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It was totally of no use. So that sounds like a
sinple idea. He said, "Don't you believe it.
[ Laughter] There's a |ot of voting philosophy in
m nd. The whol e denocratic process and people's
right to vote. When you start fooling with that,
you run into really a cat's nest."

So | got to Sacranento and decided | woul d
cure that. There was no romance about that, but
it was a hard run. It was harder than | thought
when | took it on. But | put in abill totry to
el imnate the uncontested judgeships fromthe
ballot in the general election. WlI, that bil
didn't get very far, you know, it really didn't.
From the process, | |earned what the objections
were. It was plain and sinple. People have a
right to choose. |If you take the judges off the
ballot, they |lose their denocratic right to
choose and nane judges. And the thought really
ran agai nst the thinking of 120 |egislators, you
know, because voting was a precious thing. They
didn't want to take that right away from peopl e.
So | talked to nost of the assenbly nenbers and
poi nted out the problens to them printing

probl ens and counting problens. | was unable to
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get it out of commttee the first year.
[ Laughter] Well, we're into the phil osophies.

As time went on, why, when | put in ny second
termthere, | had nmy nenbers pretty lined up with
who would go for it and who wouldn't. So | spent
the tinme talking to all of those who were opposed
toit. | talked to them about the printing
probl ens, counting problens, and the |ack of
ef fecti veness that actually defeated the
denocratic process because there were so many
uncont ested judgeshi ps. There was an el ection
that people really didn't have much interest in.
So the voting didn't take place. And I'd
conpil ed sonme of the records to show that people
weren't voting on them So they weren't
exercising their right. Still [it was] causing a
ot of work, a lot of time, a lot of printing
expense. So | nmmde nore progress as the years
went on.

There was one | egislator that was adamant.

He was a good |l egislator. He wasn't obstinate.
Just his mnd was so concerned with the voting
phi | osophy and pure denocracy that it was very

hard to overcone him | guess the second year, |
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made quite a bit of progress. But the hard-core
phi | osophers were kind of.... So | had to cone
up with sonething that woul d satisfy that and
still acconplish what we wanted to acconplish. |
tried various things. | think he was getting a
little tired of me comng after himevery year.

[ Laught er ]

Who was this?

| can't think of his nane right now.

oK.

One of the liberal Denocrats. Very studious. He
spent tine reading the bills, and readi ng and
studying. He'd be in there late at night with
his studies. So he was a conmtted person, you
know.

Was this your second tour in Sacranento in '74?
O was it your first?

No. M first.

Your very first term

And really ny first bill of any consequence that
| remenber. | think that the thing about

| egislation is that the tough ones a | ot of
people don't like to tackle. So it was easy to

find one to carry, if you' re |ooking for a



245
wor kl oad. If | tackled that one, | was
determned to get it through. It was a |ot
tougher than | thought it was going to be. |
finally got down to get ny hardest opponent to
agree to support the bill if I provided [a
procedure] a person could do in a general
el ection [to place] an uncontested judge on the
ballot. They just have to wite a letter to the
regi strar of voters with a hundred petitioners

aski ng that person's nane be put on the ballot.

| SOARDI : Only a hundred?

BANE: Only a hundr ed!

| SOARDI : Cee, that's nothing.

BANE: That's nothing. To this day | don't think it's

ever been used.

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] You nade your point, didn't you?

BANE: But at that, he just couldn't think.... 1t was
no | onger a hindrance to denocracy. And in fact,
it was a helper. So he supported my bill. I
guess ny fifth year in the legislature, | was
able to get it through the assenbly and the
senate. So | got the bill. But it was a |ot of
work over a small issue.

| SOARDI : Five years is a long tine.



BANE:

| SOARDI
BANE:

246
Oh yeah. You have 120 | egislators and you' ve got
to deal with their phil osophy. Because in those
days, maybe nore than now, | don't know, but I
al ways found the legislators took their
responsibilities pretty seriously. Wen you try
to get a change in a denocratic process of
voting, you' ve got 120 people to contend wth.
And you can't do all those in a short period of
time. It takes a long tine.
What was the bill called, Ton®
Vell, | don't knowif it had a name.! The first
use cane into being when one of the judges had a
hold on an issue dealing with civil rights.
can't renenber; it wasn't busing. But it was an
area which still made for conversation. | was
strong in that area of civil rights, denocracy,
and people's rights. And he nade a courageous
and unpopular ruling. To nme it was a proper
ruling, you know, when he was a judge. The only
tinme | think it's ever been used was on him So
it was a hot issue, which it always is. So they

got himon the ballot. Because they didn't have

1 AB. 289, 1963 Reg. Sess., Cal. Stat., ch. 1553.
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to go through these sixty judgeships to find him
they defeated him | felt a little ashamed,
because | really set up a process so he could be
def eat ed.

But if sentinment was that high, he m ght have
been defeated anyway, if all the judges were on
the ballot. Do you think your |egislation was
instrunental in his defeat?
Yeah, | think so.
Real | y? Because it set himapart?
Yeah, set himapart. | used that whol e argunent
in support of ny bill, because they could, if
they really wanted for sone reason, renpve a
judge. If he's controversial, they can get to
him I'msorry it worked agai nst a person whom I
considered a friend of mne. But it did, really,
in a sense, prove ny point as far as denocracy is
concerned. Even though that adversely affected
nmy basi c phil osophy on the issue. | don't think
it's ever been used since. Wll, anyway, it
served its purpose. W have the uncontested
j udges off the ballot.

At that time, which was a long tine ago, the

savi ngs on that were five hundred thousand
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BANE: dollars in printing costs alone. The saving,
t hen, was the counting, the manpower, the tineg,
and the conputer work, [which] really ran into
mul ti -thousands, when you consider all the
polling places and all the votes. [You] have
them build a conputer system as tinme went on,
that could count the ballots. If you have this
uncont est ed judgeship, the size of your conputer
system of going through all the ballots at one
time.... Really, the saving was a trenendous
anount of noney, a tremendous anmount of nanpower.
So it was a constructive bill. To support the
little things in governnent that people are not
conscious of, no romance to it, nothing exciting,
just plain hard work. So that I was not one
| ooking for press and stuff |ike that, so | took

on those chores.

There's another one | took on. It was the
i nvestment of public funds.® Well, today there's
easily fifty billion dollars in public funds that

rest with our governnent. But you got all the

expenditures draining on that all the tine,

1 A B. 2099, 1978 Reg. Sess., Cal. Stat., ch. 1016.
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everyday and every mnute. And you got the
col l ections of taxes and revenues and other stuff
comng in. So they're comng in, and in fact
there's always fifty billion dollars there. It's
not the sanme fifty billion dollars, but the accu-
mul ation of all that's going through, there is
always fifty billion dollars. So what the state
was doing was putting that in the banks. The
banks were paying, oh, 4 or 4.5 percent interest.
They cl ainmed they had to do all this bookkeeping
for the state, and it was costly to do that. So
they didn't give us very nmuch noney on the bank
deposits. We were tal king about, say, fifty
billion dollars that the banks had the use of.
The only cost to themwas they lent [it] out and
made a good killing on it. Well, | put in a bil
to open up for bid for the deposits of the public
funds. | was taking fifty billion dollars away
fromthe banks. And you recogni ze that they had
a screamng fit. And they put all their
| obbyists to work on it. Well, they had about
five top | obbyists, the banks did. Al good
friends of mne. N ce people. That one | put

t hrough ny second termin the |legislature...
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Now, this is, then, after you' d cone out of the
nunber of years of experience in the S and L
i ndustry, right?
Ri ght .
So this woul d open up..
So | understood interest and noney and deposits
and stuff.
Ri ght .
So | got a great education in the ten years | was
with the industry about noney and how nuch a
little change nmade in the revenues.
So your bill essentially, then, would have made
it possible to invest public funds in S and L's?
Well, that's right.
So the banks were hoppi ng nmad.
Oh yeah. You see, the banks had it tied up where
the only security you needed for those deposits
was sone bonds. So the banks woul d put the bonds
on the pawn, reap the interest rate fromthe
bonds, and get the interest rate fromthe noney
they | oaned out. So they had a really nice thing
going. And you understand why they put all the
| obbyists to work. | don't know whet her they

didn't understand all the |laws and saf eguards and
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rul es of handling noney. O they chose not to
understand. They nmade a | ot of statenents that
were just totally inaccurate.

So the thrust of them being that the people's
noney woul d not be safe?

That's right.

Essentially.

But when you have to put the bonds up, why, the
public's noney was guaranteed, you know. So
that if we put public noney in savings and
loans.... Well, the savings and | oans were al
for it. They inmediately becane strong support -
ers of mne, you know O course, it was able to
get through the assenbly, because that's ny
house, you know. It had strong Republican
support, and it was across-the-board support.
Was this the early eighties? Later seventies?
Well, it had to be probably in the seventi es.

Ch, just as soon as you got in for the second
time.

Oh yeah. It was a conpl ex subject, interest
rates, investments, deals and security. The
savi ngs and | oans had nortgages, not bonds. Had

a war ehouse full of them
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[ Laughter] Truly.
So ny bill did the val ue-added nortgages. They
all had a value, not noney was outstandi ng on
them The savings and | oans woul d have to put up
twice the value in nortgages for every doll ar
they got in deposit. So that was OK. [ Laughter]
They just had a warehouse full of nortgages. And
so they could furnish collateral all over the
place. So it becane a battle between the savings
and | oans and the banks, and the banks and Tom
Bane. | got so tied up in that battle that | was
taking Tunms to keep nmy stomach fromhurting. And
pretty soon, ny insides got clogged with Tums,
and that [caused] a lot of disconfort. But the
heat of the battle blanked out everything el se.
The bank | obby put out docunents with about five
points against nmy bill. And all the five points
woul d have to be refuted. The bank | obbyists
didn't even understand or they were plain
prevari cators.
Ri ght .
So | put out five letters taking them on one
point at a tinme, each letter on a different point

in detail. Part of the battle in Sacranento on
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| egislation is based on the integrity of the
person who's carrying the bill, the know edge he
or she possesses. So | ended the battle with the
five letters. You know, one at a tine. And
pretty soon, | was bringing the bill before the
senate conmittee. One of the senators comment ed,
"Sure be glad when this is over. | can't stand
this paper war." [Laughter]

VWhat was the division |ike? How nuch support did
you have? And how nmuch opposition did you have?
Well, you can only neasure that as to whether the
bill passes or whether it doesn't.

Was it a close one?

| won strongly in the senate comrttee, but | had
on ny side the state treasurer

Hel pf ul .

Hi ghly respected man. He appeared in the
commttee for ne. And the conmttee respected
hi m and hi s know edge. He woul d have to handl e
the investnents of the funds and stuff. So he
solved all those problens, because it was in the
treasurer's office that this noney was going to
be handled. | can't renmenber just what issue the

banks rai sed. They asked Jesse about what the
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bank said. He replied, "Well, that's OK, if
that's all you' ve got to say.” So he was very
effective and very hel pful. Jesse Unruh, the
treasurer, you know. So | won that battle with
Jesse' s hel p.

That's another incident that the press didn't
report because they didn't understand it. You
know, the people who go up to Sacranento as
reporters to report on the |egislature are not
specialists in banking or anything else. They're
journalists. And they didn't understand it. |
never got public credit for that bill
Really. Wren't you the point man? | nean, it
was your bill
It was ny bill, but I was unable to provoke any
credit fromthe public, acclamation, you know.
The bill increased revenues, of course, because
t here was open bidding for the noney. The
interest rates really doubled, and we raised them
about 4 percent on the noney. Now other factors
may have come in to increase the value of the
noney, besides that. There was not any question
that at | east 2 percent was the result of

conpetition for the funds. You take fifty
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billion dollars, and at 2 percent, that's a
billion dollars a year. W're tal king about a
billion dollars a year, not a mllion dollars. A
billion dollars fromthat little bill.

One conversation | had with Jesse when he was

in the hospital before he died, | said, "You
know, Jesse, | have a problem It was a very
val uable bill. It brings in over a billion
dollars every year into the treasury. It was

not affected by Gann,! because it was not tax
nmoney. It is a billion dollars every year to
fund whatever the |legislature wished. But I
never got any credit." "I understand, Tom"
Jesse said, "but you ought to give it up. You'l
never be able to get credit for it, because
nobody is going to understand it." | never

rel axed on that issue until ny conversation with
Jesse. He was a very bright man. W had | ots of
conversations about |lots of issues while | was
with himin the hospital. | got a report back
that after | left the hospital, Jesse was high

for the whole rest of the day because it gave

! Proposition 13 (June 1978).
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his mnd a little exercise.
So you had just conme back fromyour second term
You had been away for a while. And here you are

aligning. You and Jesse are allies again on this

bill. You find yoursel ves working together
again.

Well, I'"mnot sure we were apart prior to the
time | carried that bill. W had gotten back

t oget her when he ran for mayor of L.A.

supported himand contributed heavily to his
race.

How long did it take you to get the bill through
fromstart to finish?

Pretty close to two years.

That | ong.

Yeah. It's a tough bill, a tough process.
Renenber, you're dealing with 120 | egislators, 80
in the assenbly and 40 in the senate. The big
battle was, of course, in the conmttee. And the
t oughest battle was in the senate.

Was it really?

Yeah.

Wel |, because the bankers had a | ot of support

t her e?
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BANE: Yeah. And for various reasons that the | obby
activity and canpaign funds and stuff are heavier

in the senate than in the assenbly.

| SOARDI : Real | y?

BANE: Because, you see...

| SOARDI : You need nore?

BANE: No. At that time, the special interests...

Speci al know edge i s good because they tal k about
Boy Scouts' and G rl Scouts' support for the
goodi es as special interest. They're a special
interest. But |I'mtalking about the nonied
interests. Qutfits |ike the banks and all those
that were protecting big business over the years
and had gotten everything they wanted in the
constitution and the laws. So what they had to
do was start bringing nore of the people's
interest. The Denocratic party was nore in |ine
with small businesses, snmall people, and | abor.
Therefore the special interests had to fight a
defensive battle. They had to kill bills. They
needed fewer votes to kill any bill, whether a

| abor bill or any other bill. It endangered
their revenues. At that tinme it was a defensive

battle on the part of the nonied interest. So
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that it's easier to kill a bill in the senate.
You have fewer people to work on. And the
contribution reports becone nore critical. They
probably had nore influence in hel ping a new
person get elected to office. The nenbers stayed
in the senate |longer than they did in the
assenbly, so it was cunul ative work year to year

That's one thing that people don't understand
about | obbying is that it's | obbying over a |ong
time. Lots of people think you can bring a | ot

of noney and go up to Sacranento. All of a

sudden with these big expenditures, you will your
way through. It doesn't work that way, because
nost of the legislators are.... For a | obbyi st

to becone effective, he has to be there a while
and al so gain confidence with the new nenbers.
You bring a batch of noney up there for the

| obbyi st on a new i ssue on a one-year basis, it's
kind of difficult to bring it about. You are
getting the feeling of the snmallest novenent of
it, and any change in philosophy like the

i nvestment of public funds. You have 120

| egislators to convince. However you build your

support on what's taken place in the past,
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because it's really against the past, or the
future, if you' re doing any maj or changing. So
it took a couple of years to get that bil
t hr ough.

| SOARDI : It's interesting that you began both your tours
in the assenbly with tough bills that would take
you a few years to get them passed. Can you
conpare [the two]? Wen you cane back in the
m d- seventies in the assenbly and you started
getting this bill through, was the process of
getting a bill through pretty nmuch the sane as

the way it was the first tinme you showed up

t here?
BANE: Yeah.
| SOARDI : Not hi ng had changed really very much?
BANE: No. The process is the sane today. Except you

have di fferent players.

| SOARDI : So not much change, then, over tine.

BANE: D fferent philosophies. Everybody thinks that
the legislative process is to get bills through.
You think you ve got a good bill, you ought to be
able to get it through. But the process is very
difficult. First thing, you got to get through a

policy conmttee in the assenbly or the senate.
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And first thing you get in, you got to find
sonmebody who's sold on the issue. Legislation
doesn't nmake it unl ess sonebody cares about it.
There are a | ot of changes in governnent that
have been suggested. The personal bill has been
attacked a great deal, because the personal bil
ai ded the | obbyists. | didn't want personal
bills anynore. But a personal bill is the only
t hi ng where you get sonebody who studies a bill

Anyway, | want to wind up on that one. |
feel a great confort today know ng that ny bil
is producing a mninumof a billion dollars a
year in additional revenues. | take that,
[along] with the getting uncontested judges off
the ballot and the printing and conputer costs,
as successes. |'ve done a great deal to
acconpl i sh what the people clanored for: cut the
cost of government and to beconme nore efficient.
[1] accept the intricacies and conplexities,
dealing with things that are really so conpl ex
that the public never appreciates it when it's

done. [Laughter]

[ End Tape 8, Side A
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[ Begin Tape 8, Side Bj

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

So you realize the job of carrying out good

| egislation is very bad for what everybody wants.
Nobody appreciates the guy that does it. So ny
di scussions with Jesse were on that issue. W
had a good conversation about it and sonme of the
peopl e involved in the battle.

What about sone of your other pieces of

| egislation? | nmean, the nost inportant that
sticks out in my mndis the hate crimes bill.
Wll, | had a real tussle with the hate crines
bill, because people have a difficult tine
under st andi ng the gay i ssue.

Let nme go back. Wiy did you initiate this bill?
VWhat are the origins of it?. ..

[I nterruption]

...OK, Tom as you were sayi ng?

Well, the public doesn't know what goes on in the
| egi sl ature. People get very enotional. You
know, they put so nuch into it. Dealing with the
interests of 120 legislators is no easy task.

So did you have the sane kind of fights with the
hate crinmes bill?

Yeah. The first draft of the bill did one ngjor
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thing. It took a lot of aws put on the books to
fight discrimnation, prejudice, whatever you
have in that field. It gave the people the right
to go to court and sue. But generally speaking,
t he peopl e being discrimnated agai nst don't have
as ready access to the courts, and the | awers
don't get involved in taking those cases.

They' re t ough cases and the financial rewards are
slight.

So | took a |look at the I aws on the books,
whi ch were giving civil relief if you proved you
had been discrimnated against. But you had to
find the lawer, and you had to pay the cost. So
nost peopl e di scrim nated against had to bear it
because they didn't have the funds to do anyt hing
else. So the laws were really ineffective. So
took a | ook at them and nade thema crine. As
soon as they becane a crine, then the governnent
was responsi ble for fighting those cases and
assum ng financial responsibility. So it was a
maj or shift in the whole | egal process when it
canme to discrimnation issues. It puts
responsi bility on governnment to see to it that

people's rights were protected. And that's a | ot
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different. And you have a | ot of people out
t here being discrimnated agai nst who, if they

could afford it, could have gone to court, you

know.

| SOARDI : Way did you conme up with the bill in the first
pl ace?

BANE: Well, it's kind of hard to go back and say what

perked in the brain, except you recognize that's
one of the reasons | got into politics was the
i ssue of discrimnation. It was ny main issue.
It was getting toward the end of my tine in the
| egislature, and | really hadn't done anything
dramatic. M voting record was good. | hel ped
get the good pieces of legislation through with
support and all that. But | hadn't nade any
great contribution to the field. |If I was ever
going to do that, the tine was now. | didn't
have a long tinme left in the |egislature.

The public had gotten pretty well accustoned
to the laws, even though they weren't effective.
So | recognized that the laws weren't effective,
and so did the | egislature and everybody el se.
They weren't effective, because the people nostly

harnmed by discrimnation were the ones that had



| SOARDI
BANE:

264
| east access to the courts. It had been
est abli shed that discrimnation was bad. So the
changing of it froma civil action to a crimnal
action wasn't a big step in people' s mnds,
because they didn't understand the difference
between civil action and crimnal action.
mean, it's not where the public is.
Ri ght .
The differences in the effects of the law are
entirely different. | think it came about
because of the length of tinme |I've been in the
| egi sl ative process. M mnd was sharpened to
the i ssues and was sharpened to the effects of
the law. And then, you deal in that field of
controversial law. Sonetinmes it's your | ast
term [Laughter] Well, | was there another two
ternms, and that didn't make any difference. On
top of that, I was well established in ny
district. | had a responsive district and an
agreeable district with ny views. The tinme had
cone for me to nake a najor nove in the field of
that legislation. | supported it all, but I was
not as satisfied with nmy own real contribution.

| needed to be satisfied for that. Being there
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was for a purpose and not wasted tine.

| SOARDI : Did that bill give you the satisfaction?

BANE: Yeah. It gave nme enough satisfaction. Wen it
got through and was signed by the governor,
could have left the legislature at that time and
been happy with my term But, you know, my hate
crinmes bill has been a nodel bill throughout the
United States. So it not only affected
legislation in California, it had an effect on
| egi sl ati on throughout the whole United States.
It gave sone | eadership in the field. And when
your bill beconmes the nodel bill, it brings you
sone satisfaction. Mybe that's all you get is
satisfaction. [Laughter]

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] How easy or how difficult was it
getting that bill passed?

BANE: Well, the difficult issue was on discrimnation
agai nst groups. They just didn't conmt a crine.
They commtted a crinme because they didn't |ike a
person's race, religion, color, creed, or
what ever about that individual to the group he
bel onged to, and not anythi ng about hi m
personally. Well, that brought into focus a very

hot issue, and that was the honpsexuals. That
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was a group. \Wien people went out commtting
crimes agai nst honosexual s, they were not

commtting crimes against a particular

individual. It was because that individua

bel onged to a group. It was a racial group, a
religious group. Well, the gays belong to a
gr oup.

Sonetinmes a |legislator gets to the point
where they're far better educated on a subject
than the public is, and the public isn't ready to
accept sonmething. A lot of times you're driven
by, "Can't you get a piece of |egislation passed
where the public is?" Well, the first bill I
drafted didn't include gays in the way of
description of the group, you know. The
commttee put me together with sone | awers and
sonme staff. They knew any bill having to do with
t he gays was dooned to failure. So the bill was
perfected, except they left the gays out. Then
took a look at it and realized that |I didn't have
the guts to take the issue on. All this other
stuff would be issues, except it wouldn't be
conplete. So before | put the bill in--it

crossed the desk, so to speak--1 included the
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sexual views of a person or a group. And you
could see the bristle go up, you know, and I
recognized that. | felt | really wanted to nake
a contribution, and I should not dodge the hot
issues. So | took it on. It was the issue
before every commttee: honosexuals. |t brought
the churches against it. The Republicans were
adanmant against it because there was an issue
that affected them It was a hot potato. And it
took quite a bit to sell it. And that got down
to a one-on-one basis. | got one Republican in
comrittee to give ne a vote. He got defeated in
t he next el ection.

On that issue?

| don't think it helped. It was a hot issue.
It's still a hot issue. | don't think the public
ever will understand the creation of life in

carrying on speci es, the changes that conme about,
and how the chronosones are mxed in the process
of fertilization of the egg. That sonetines,
fromour point of view, a m stake was nade. A
chronmosone ended up in a person who has a

di fferent body or different physical aspects.

Maybe ot her chronosones that affect the enptional
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aspects. But it happens. It was a hard sell.
You know, | sold it also on the basis of, if a
person has hate in the soul, if you're allowed to

go out and hate one group and anni hil ate them
kill them and badger them [if] they would w pe
t hat whol e group out, they'd be |ooking for
sonmebody else to hate. So it's just kind of a
function that goes on in society that we can't

al l ow to happen because there's no end to it.
Whet her or not you're gay it will affect you if
gays are attacked.

| didn't hear what you said.

Wel |, whether or not you're part of a particular
group that's being discrimnated against, it
could affect you in the future.

Yeah. There are sone cases where a married
coupl e was wal ki ng down the street, armin arm
and the guy was wearing long hair. They were not
dressed normal |y, by normal standards. They were
dressed in a liberal or hippie fashion. Sone
peopl e decided they were gays, and they beat the
hell out of them you know. The woman was
pregnant. So that there were those incidents

t hat were happening, and these were cases | used
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to support ny bill
| SOARDI : How did you deal with the governor [George S
Deuknejian] on this one?
BANE: The main bill was dealing with discrimnation,

and Arneni ans have been subjected to that to no

end.
| SOARDI : Oh. So that wasn't a problenf
BANE: One of the finest young nmen | ever had cane up

t hrough ny office, because | always hired kids
who were | ooking for a job. [I'd bring a bunch of

kids to the office, and we'd work on things and

work on the canpaigns. | did that for a couple
of reasons. One is that | liked to do it.
[ Laughter] | enjoy the kids and enjoy teaching

them and help them go through school. On top of
that, | realized that I was an ol der |egislator.
To really keep current, | had to have sone young
peopl e around ne.

| SOARDI : [ Laughter] That's good t hi nking.

BANE: And ny wife is an old schoolteacher. Not old
school teacher, forner school teacher. [Laughter]
She woul d ki nd of adopt the kids, you know. So
we have sone who still conme back to see us. CQur

effects on their |lives were extensive. | was
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very strict in the office about what they used
t he phones for. | had several phones for
sonebody who wanted to nmake a personal call
Like for that [call], use that. So |I kept the
phones of the office, supposedly, free from using
public property for personal use. 1'd never |et

anybody in the office on staff work on any of ny

di nners or stuff like that. | was al ways under
attack because "Well, so-and-so does it. He uses
his staff all the time." And I'd say, "I'm not
so-and-so." As time has gone by, | realized nore

and nore that ny rules were the safest, you know.
So that we had enjoynent out of the young people
who worked there. Sonme of them becane doctors,

| awyers. | have a young fellow that's still
pretty good friends. He still cones around. He
contributes to ny dinners. He cones here for
sone of the Jewi sh holidays. He's not Jew sh,
he's Arneni an.

Ah. Was this kid in your office at the tinme of
the bill?

Well, he was in association with nme, you know.
Because | think he went through high school and

col |l ege, both, working in ny office, and | aw
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school also. And he's still with ne.
Who is this by the way?
| really kind of hesitate putting nanes on tape,
you know. He's a very, very fine young man. The
kind that you like to have work in the office,
know ng that he would get the strength to....
Wth proper coaching to be able to withstand the
needs and problens of financing. How to handle a
district so that you can support your views and
have the support to stay there.

"Il give you an exanple. M staff was

i nstructed when people called nmy office and asked
a question, people could answer, "I'mnot sure
what the answer to that is, but 1'll talk to M.
Bane and I'lIl call you back." Now, you see, if
they called up ny office and asked a questi on,
we' d give an answer on the phone. \What kind of
rel ati onship has been built between the
constituent and the office? O wth Tom Bane,
you know? But when they got a call back, | could
have an inpact. That's one of ny secrets they'l]|
learn if they read this. Very effective. Build

a relationship between you and your constituents.

So there are I ots of ways of strengthening
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your relationship with a district. 1'Il give you
an exanple. | had the Daily News taking ne on.
Very Republican paper, you know. |It's the

newspaper business. And | say that kind of
scornfully, you know. [Laughter] They were
| ooking for publicity for thensel ves, exposing
public officials and attacking them So they had
taken a poll in their circulation district as to
who was the best-known politician, on the basis
that it didn't do any good to attack sonebody
t hat nobody knew. But to get sonebody everybody
knew and expose them for sonething or attack
them that made publicity. I've lived in the
Valley all ny life, and | had a good rel ationship
with nmy constituents, because | called them back
There were two of us that won the poll: Alan
Robbi ns and Tom Bane. And | was a |i beral
| egi sl ator.

Let's see, they picked up the issue of |upus
because ny wife has lupus. | had established a
| upus research group and becane National Lupus
[ Er yt hemat osus Foundation] chairman. |
contributed a great deal to the study of |upus

because | upus patients have flare-ups. |
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nmonitored Marlene very carefully to see what
caused her flare-ups and what had happened in her
life. 1t becane very apparent that what was
happening in her life had a great deal to do with
the flare-up of lupus. So she's alive today.
Wien | married her, she only had five years |eft
tolive. So the issue is very dear to ne. | had
managed to establish a state-funded research
program One year | had to take a reduction in
the lupus appropriation. | think the only reason
| ever got there to start with was the fact that
| was well-known. Marlene was well -known. There
were only two nenbers that voted agai nst that
bill. I still renmenber them
| woul d think so.

Yeah.

Do you renenber the reasons why they voted
against it?

Yeah. They had good reasons. It wasn't the
state's...

Job to do it.

...job to do nedical research. But |I did it so
that the only people that the state gave noney to

is the University of California. So in a
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sense, we were just allocating sone of the
research work in that direction
Ri ght, right.

And that said we hoped...

Est abl i shed research institutions that had been
wor ki ng on this.

They had to be already working on it. They were
establ i shed institutions defined so that well -
known institutions would get the noney. There
was a little conmttee of three people to approve
the grants on the restrictions that were in the
bill. And Marlene is probably one of the best-

i nfornmed people in the area of |upus that exists.
She was invited to cone and speak to national and
international groups. | had a conmittee conposed
of real sharp guys [the Select Commttee on
Cenetic Diseases]. | picked it. W went around
interview ng these people who were doi ng our
research work to see to it that they are doing it
properly. | guess the University of California
had one guy there who was doi ng research, who had
connections with | upus, who was very opini onated
and arrogant. [Laughter] 1In the process,

Mar | ene becane a consultant to nmy commttee. So
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she woul d teach us, and she used to raise the
guestions before these doctors who were doi ng our
work. And UC [University of California] San
Francisco didn't take us very seriously. After
all, a bunch of legislators com ng down on what
they were doing. And did we shake them up
[ Laughter] 1'I1l bet.

One doctor who was doing research work expressed
to me he didn't think the |egislators had any
busi ness deci di ng on what research work he did.

| said, "Well, are you willing to change your
research work so that it applies to |lupus?" He
said, "No." "You're going to |ose your grant and
want to fight it?" He said, "Yes." He lost his
grant. But the attitude of the various places we
went changed rather rapidly, whether we knew what
we were doing or not. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] Truly. Truly.

O course, Marlene is very bright and had a keen
interest. She eventually becane chairman of the
[ Lupus] Appropriations [Board]. | had to give up
sone of that noney. | didn't give it up. |
transferred a certain portion of it to some work

on AIDS. M response was to give a chance of
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getting it back with sufficient funds. Wll, the
| upus groups were, nmaybe, six or so. They said,
"The legislature can't take that noney away from
us." Sonme people [who] nmade their living off of
running a group attacked nme and attacked Marl ene.
And they got that noney back. Even one |awyer
got involved. A wonman over in our condom nium
here has lupus. O course, it's hereditary.

More genes, again. The unfortunate mating of two
peopl e can cause those situations to exist in the
body. It causes you to be subject to lupus. So
that's where I got my training and experience in
the field of genetics. |Interesting subject.

God, that's an interesting subject.

Well, it sounds like in your last years in the
assenbly, then, you were able to pursue and
acconplish a couple of inportant things,

| egi slatively, that were close to you, both the
hate crimes as well as the work on | upus.

Yeah. W contributed a great deal, Marlene and
|, to the research on lupus. Not only in raising
money for it, but in the effect of enbtions on

t he disease. | remenber in San Francisco | asked

t he question "Does the enotional condition
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surroundi ng | upus patients have any effect on

[ upus?" | renmenber one of the best
doctors/researchers in the nation said, "No. It
had nothing to do with enptions.” So we spent
sonme time educating the researchers. It changed

their research work to include the enotions, and
it becane part of it. So | was able to tabulate
Mar | ene' s reactions, which was interesting.
Because she can hypnotize herself, she was able
to rule out all the things that happened to the
enotions that affect the i Mmune systemto keep
themfromaffecting the i mune system All
except one, that is. And it pertains to her
kids. She was unable to control the effect of
her kids. It affected her all the way through,

you know.

[ End Tape 8, Side B]

[Begin Tape 9, Side Al

| SOARDI
BANE:

As you were saying, Ton?

Anyway, a brand-new attorney got in and filed
suit against the state, me, Marlene, the |upus
board, and the whole works. She got great
publicity out of it, you know. That's all she

did it for, because | gave her the sources. The
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| egi sl ati ve counsel she could talk to in
Sacranent o, whether she had a case or not. But
she was a new attorney, and she used her nother
as an exanple. It ended up destroying the whole
| upus program She didn't understand that al
her grandchildren were at risk. Anyway, it nade

a good publicity lawsuit. And the Daily News and

the L. A Tines egged themon, you know. | was
investigated for six nonths by the attorney
general of the state of California. And all this
time it was going on, all this publicity, you
know.

On what basis? They didn't recogni ze the
scientific validity of it?

| am surprised you asked the question. You

under stand a Republ i can newspaper.

You nmean that was it? That was the notivation?
Yeah. The Republican newspaper wanted to build
up their circulation. An attorney who wanted to
i ncrease her "circulation.” They wouldn't take
it tocourt. | tried to get it before the courts
so it would be ruled out as soon as it hit. They
woul dn't take it to court. They kept their suit

open. So | had bad publicity for about six
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mont hs. The attorney general also investigated
our tax-exenpt foundation, which was receiving
contributions. They exanm ned that. The
foundation's work was done by vol unteer help.

That kind of worried nme a great deal, because
what if sone vol unteer screwed up sonmewhere al ong
the line. They went back ten years. They al

just said they had never seen such a clean
nonprofit organi zation. [Laughter] And |Io and
behol d, they couldn't find a thing. There wasn't
anything to find. O course, | was nuch
relieved. But when it was all over, one little
story, "Tom Bane Exonerated."

Page twenty-six?

Wth a little mstake, they could have said, "Tom
Bane El ectrocuted.” But, you know, ny district

| ost a ot of the meaning of "exonerated." That
was it. So the story of all that good |I've done,
and how nuch noney | raised for |upus research
all of it was lost in this lawsuit. And that was
done in an attenpt to defeat me for office, to
attack ne. | was well-known. You don't get any
publicity, anything going, unless you attack

sonebody who's well-known. My being well-known,



280
paying attention to ny constituents, and doing ny
work was no part of it. They were out to sel
newspapers.

Discrimnation. W tal ked about this young
fell ow who had worked in ny office, who went to
USC | aw school. And he's Arnenian. Fine young
man and ni ce-1 ooki ng young man, who would really
| ove to take on a political career and a
| egislative career. He can't do it because he's
an Arneni an and the discrimnation agai nst
Arnmenians. | didn't realize it myself until
talked to himabout it. The district he had to

run in and the handi cap of being Arnenian. So

Deuknejian had.... Al Arnenians have suffered
di scrimnation, you know. |'msurprised he
signed ny hate crines bill. | doubt that

[ unl ess] he'd been conscious of the fact, unless
you' re Arneni an, of the trenmendous antagoni sm and
di scrimnation against Arnenians.... He felt

that, and he signed it because he believed init.

He understood it. |It's very fortunate.
| SOARDI : Yeah. Yes.
BANE: So | got the hate crines bill...

| SOARDI : Passed by a Republican governor
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...passed by a Republican governor. Anyway, it
shows the extent of discrimnation and the
reasons for the bill. It is also a nodel bill.

I don't know if we want to start on the NRA
[ Nati onal Rifle Association] bill or not, do we?
We could take it up next Saturday, if you want.
That al so tal ks about the area of strategy and
nmoving legislation. And the fact that | was a
seasoned | egi sl ator and chairman of Rul es and
knew the rules.
[ Laughter] Controlled the rules.
| never control them It's abiding by them You
make use of rules, you don't control them So |
never used the power of the Rules Committee.
used to joke about it. | think I probably told
you that power is like a tank of gas: the nore
you use it, the less you got. The perception of
power is much nore inportant than the power.

[ Speaki ng to the perceived power of Rules
chai rmanshi p and why | chose to seek the
chai rmanshi p of the assenbly Rules Committee
deserves a bit of explaining. | had nmade it
quite clear that | had not the slightest wish to

be speaker. This position nmade it easier to get
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t he chai rmanshi p. The speaker need not worry
about ne. The chairman of the Rules Comm ttee of
the state assenbly is automatically chairman of
the Joint Senate-Assenbly Rules Conmittee. The
Joint Rules Cormittee has jurisdiction over the
use of the capitol building. Even the governor
asked the chairman of the Joint Rules Committee
for clearance. The chairnman of Rul es had nany
entrees into the lives of the senate and assenbly
menber shi p. Every senate or assenbly bill that
passes through the |egislature has to pass
t hrough the assenbly Rules Conmittee].*

| SOARDI : K. Well, next time we'll begin, then, with the
NRA and that | egislation.

BANE: Al right.

[ End Tape 9, Side A

* M. Bane added the preceding bracketed materia
during his review of the draft transcript.
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[ Session 9, Septenber 2, 1995]

[ Begi n Tape 10, Side A]

| SOARDI : Tom we were going to resune today with your
dealings with the NRA, the National Rifle
Associ ation, in the assenbly.

BANE: You know, they really control politics in the
United States nuch nore than people realize. |
think they' re becom ng nore concerned now with
t he power of the NRA

| SOARDI : But do you think this has always been true? O
have they been asserting thensel ves?

BANE: It has always been true. They're a powerful
group, powerful group. And they are very nuch
of fended i f anybody dares to neddle in arns
control or that sort of field. Arthur [M]
Kassel, who runs the Beverly Hlls Gun C ub, owns
it, was also on very intimte social and
political ternms with the police in the United

States...
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[I nterruption]
... As you were saying?
They were powerful. The way they were powerful
is they were very tough. Very, very tough. And
if you don't vote with them they put out a
bul l etin, which goes out to the gun magazi ne and
to all gun owners. A |lot of people are nenbers
of the NRA, because they own guns...
[I nterruption]
... They put out bulletins to all who own guns,
sportsnmen and stuff like that. So they end up
fighting for gun ownership and getting control on
all other issues, garnering sone votes fromvery
good people. | nade the habit if sonebody called
me on an NRA bill, I would go out to their house,

nmeet them talk to them see their gun collection

and what they're interested in. | explained to
themthe bill | was carrying. And they weren't
concerned about that at all. What they were

concerned about was if | was going to take their
sporting gun away from them
But nmy bill was sinply to control the

production, transportation, possession, and sales
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of the "police killer" bullet.* | use the word
"police killer" bullet. It was really of no
val ue to anybody or anything, except to sonebody
wanting to shoot a cop, because it could go
t hrough a bul |l et proof vest. Any people who do a
drive-by shooting could shoot into your house.

[It would] go into your house and probably go

t hrough a coupl e of people and out the other side
of the house. And you couldn't fight it. It was
an extrenely dangerous bullet. | had to |learn
about sixty different bullets and what they do.

| had to |earn the difference between the |ength
of a barrel and the power of the bullet, because
the longer the barrel, the nore power. Those are
things that 1'mnot accustoned to because |' m not
a gun owner. So | had to |learn about the

manuf acturers, how the bullets were constructed,
and the difference.

When did you introduce this bill, Ton? Do you
remenber? Was it shortly after you' d gotten up
there, or was this later on?

| think it was a little later on. I think | was

1 A B. 2392, 1982 Reg. Sess., Cal. Stat., ch. 950.



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

286
chai rman of Rules. Yeah, | was chairman of
Rul es.
So this was in the eighties? The md-eighties or
S0?
Yeah. Maybe late eighties. M bill just
elimnated the manufacture of those kinds of
bullets. They were no good for target practice,
because these bullets were not accurate. |If you
shot a deer it made one clean hole all the way
t hrough the deer and out the other side, the deer
was |eft with one clean bullet hole. So the deer
woul d t ake of f. The hunter m ght eventually find
the deer, he mght not. So there was no need for
it for hunting. As President [WIlliamJ.]
Clinton, who is now tal ki ng about making ny bill
a national bill, said, "I"ma sportsman and |
have never yet cone across a deer wearing a
bul | etproof vest.” So | put the bill in. |
started getting the letters fromthe vilest
peopl e you' d ever want to talk to and wite to.
Threatening violence. | don't even want to
repeat sone of the words they used and sone of
the stuff they said. It really was vile stuff.

Was this NRA orchestrated?
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Oh yeah. And, you know, | would wite them back
one letter and explain ny position. And |'d get
another vile, filthy letter back. So I nerely
cut off the correspondence at that tinme. But in
presenting the bill, they were working all the
menbers of the legislature with threats and
getting their nenbers to wite the nmenbers of the
| egi slature. They were trying to get votes out
of legislators by threatening to defeat them at
their elections. |In sonme cases, | got personal
threats of bodily harm
Real | y?

| kept in touch with the police--had sone specia

nunbers to call--and with the FBI [Federal Bureau
of Investigation]. It was a constant through ny
life. It rem nded ne of when one of ny

Republ i can opponents was supported by the Ku Kl ux
Klan. That's a tricky canpaign to run, you know.
| had noved to this house at that tine, but

didn't change ny registrati on because of the

election. | filed ny change of address with the
county clerk. | knew him personally, and he kept
it on hand. | rermained at the recorded address

as long as | could. | was warned not to stand in
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front of any wi ndows, never to appear in a
building with ny opponent, just not appear. He
wasn't such a bad guy, but the fell ows around
him who were supporting himand supporting the
Ku Klux Kl an, were a bad |ot.
Did you ever discuss this with hin? These
potential problens?
Discuss it with whon?
Wth your opponent. | mean, you said he wasn't a
bad guy. |Is this sonmething he tried to address
in any way?
No. | can't understand what you expect to
acconplish by talking to him He wasn't going to
quit the race. He ran on the Republican ticket
agai nst Dol ores Lefevre, who was well - known and
supported by the Republican party. [He] beat her
in the primary. Just canme out of nowhere. It
gi ves you sone feeling of the underground. The
right wing and the Ku Klux Klan, and nostly
because they all knew him They were supporting
hi mvery vigorously and with enough support so he
won the Republican primary. Hi's nane was John
[C.] Kennedy. It nmade it a little difficult.
Gee.
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BANE: | was concerned both about the growth of the NRA
and the growmh of the Ku Klux Klan. If | were to
publicly accuse himof that, all that would do is
get nore of the Ku Klux Klan type of people
organi zed for him That's one thing in politics,
the running for office is sonetinmes used as an
organi zati onal tool. You get sone publicity.
Lawyers used it to get free publicity.

| SOARDI : So do you think that the Klan is fairly active in
your district? O at |east they' ve grown
somewhat over the last few years? O do you
think a ot of this support came from nmaybe a
state organi zati on or sonethi ng who had targeted
you, particularly?

BANE: No. There's a |lot of people who are right-w ng
and sonme ot her dissident folks. |[If they can be
rallied together, they have a good-sized voting
bloc. So I would say that there is even nore
t han people would think. | was involved in a
battle. The L.A Tines wanted to conme down and
talk to ne about the canpaign, and I woul dn't
nmeet with them | would not get involved in the
newspaper coverage. They were a little

di sappoi nted, because I wouldn't get involved



| SOARDI

BANE:

| SOARDI

BANE:

290
with what they thought was a great story: the Ku
Kl ux Klan running against a |iberal Denocrat.

Great news story, if they could get it going.

But I would not let it get going, because |

woul dn't talk to them wouldn't nmake conmments.
Just rode it out. | would have stirred up nore
ant agoni sm against ne. | may have stirred up the

wrong people to get organi zed.

Was it because of your cop killer bill, the
bullet bill, that they really started focusing on
you?

No. Don't tie in the candidacy of John Kennedy
and the KKK with the cop killer bullet. They're
a different tinme. John Kennedy, | ran against in

1980, which is the same year | noved into this

house.

Uh-huh. And your bill cane a few years after

t hat then.

A few years after that, yes. It would have been

a great battle to get a lot of publicity on. But
| was afraid of the results, organizing what |
call the fringe group. It didn't hurt the
Republ i can party to oppose him which they did.
They opposed John Kennedy, and they put out a
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letter.
Real | y?
They didn't want himrepresenting themin the
| egi sl ature, Congress, or anyplace else. The
Republ i can candidates and | were friendly; |
never attacked ny Republican candi date, either.
| never attacked ny opponents. Qur persona
rel ati onship was good. M/ synpathies went to the
Republ i can woman candi date who had t he
endor senent of the Republican party. Good
person. She had nmy synpathies. After it
happened, | called her up and expressed those
t houghts to her. She was so incensed as to what
had happened, because she al ways t hought she
coul d beat nme, you know. | never thought she
coul d.
| guess you've got to have faith if you' re going
to run.
You' ve got to have nore than faith. You' ve got
to have faith in the truth. [Laughter] Never
sell them short. W never sold anybody short.
We continued polls, so always we knew where the
public was on issues, where the public was on

candi dates. You could pick the districts where
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you run across the gun owners. You knew t hey
were gun owners. Politics is reduced to, as nuch
as possible, a science. W tried to do that.
We'd run tests every year, certain things to see
what the response was fromthe public. And then
we handl ed ourselves in accordance with where we
were. Cbviously, | amgetting away fromthe NRA
bill, and we don't want to do that, because |
want to | eave tinme for your questions..

[I nterruption]

... As you were pursuing your cop killer bullet
bill, maybe you could talk a little bit about the
NRA as a | obby in Sacranento. How effective are
t hey? How do they work agai nst you?

They were very, very effective. They controlled
recommendat i ons and endorsenents to all people in
the sports nmagazines and things like that. So
they controlled and bl ocked the votes. They

al ways threatened to go after you and defeat you,
not just vote against you. It's a question of
defeat, and that's sonething that they' ve been
able to do, you know, defeat people. It also
depends on how close a legislator is to his or

her constituency. The NRA is a powerful group.
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My bill was a very sinple bill. It was a
bill about a bullet that was bei ng manufactured
and had no use for anything, except by those who
wanted to go through bulletproof vests. Kind of
a sinple thing. The |obbyists for the NRA are
very effective, very smart. They play a tough
game. They know what they're doing. But you can
see how soneone skilled in bullets and guns, who
has sixty bullets to play with and all different
kinds of rifles, handguns, could end up confusing
peopl e on the bench or the nenbers in the
commttee hearings or a personal discussion. How
they can confuse themas to what the real facts
were. They could talk about a bill, this bullet,
that bullet, the length of this gun, and the
| ength of a handgun and stuff like that. So in
order to conpete with them you really had to
| earn the business and learn all about guns and
all about bullets. And then explain to the
commttees that the | obbyist was purposely trying
to confuse them because when you tal k about such
and such, they were tal ki ng about sonething el se
besides a bullet. So | was able to keep them on

track, because | |learned all about bullets.
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| SOARDI : How t ough was it persuadi ng your coll eagues?
BANE: Well, | got it out of the assenbly [Crim nal

Justice] Commttee, because they're rather small.
| didn't have too many to talk to, you know. But
then, it had to cone before the Ways and Means
Committee. The Ways and Means Conmittee

basi cally has around twenty nenbers, and it's
fairly evenly divided between Republicans and
Denocrats. So when | appeared before the Ways
and Means Conmittee with ny bullet bill, a |ot of
t he Denocrats woul d be busy sonepl ace el se. And
sonetines there was no quorum So | had to be
able to get to the conmttee, |look themin the
eye on the bill, have themface the facts. They
then had a hard tinme voting against the bill, but
they had a hard tinme supporting it.

So what | did was take ny bill up and watch
the comm ttee disappear. [Laughter] Call for
the vote, and they recorded everybody's vote.

And | noved to a call of the commttee, [which]
was to hold it so | could go out and get sone
nore votes. So | worked that bill on the agenda
to a point that it was nunber one and nunber two

on the agendas. So on the |ast day, the
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commttee had to neet and put bills out. It cane
up early in the norning. They took the roll cal
inthe norning. And I'd sit in commttee right
there, until | see sone of ny votes cone in. And
|"d get up, "M. Chairman, |I'd like to lift ny
call on such and such a bill." And he says,
"Fine. The secretary will call the roll."” 1'd
pi ck up anot her couple of votes and put it back
on call. | kept that up all day long. Finally,
after having themtake the vote, there were
menbers | had to go and see. 1'd go see a |lot of
themand talk to them Finally | got to the |ast
day, working up to the top, | was able to spend
all day picking up ny votes, lifting the call and
pi cking up one vote at a tinme. | think being
chai rman of Rul es was hel pful, because a chairman
of Ways and Means was al so hel pful to the Rul es
chai rman, you know. So that | had hi m hel ping ne
onit. | had himwth ne, really, on the bill
So that by the tine the day was over, I'd finally
gotten my npjority vote out of conmttee and got
my bill out. And I think maybe that was the
first tinme the NRA had ever been defeat ed.

Real | y.
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Yeah. And of course, they really threw their
venom out at ne over the years after that. 1'd
al ways had opposition. But to use the power of
the Rules Committee agai nst the power of the NRA

was a kind of interesting exanple of political

maneuvering. | talk about this because it shows
that taking up a bill, presenting it before a
committee, and getting a bill out is not as

sinple as the public ever stops to think. They

don't realize what goes into a bill. At the sane
time, | guess you don't always get a bill carrier
as determned as | was. | net the challenge, and

| didn't back off, but stayed at it. And that's
what has to be done when you get a tough bill

t hr ough.

It sounds like also, then, it was inportant
that.... | mean, you had a | ot of experience at
this tinme. You had a | ot of understandi ng of how
t he assenbly worked. You had years of experience
there, as well as being..

Oh yeah, yeah.

Just to throwin a different subject. But given
that, what do you think about the term

l[imtations? Howis that going to affect this
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kind of mastery of the | egislative process?
In six years, you can't get enough experience to
mast er anyt hi ng because you have four hundred
t housand pages of |law. You' ve got the
constitution to deal with. So when you take a
bill on, you have to know how it fits in with the
present codes and whether it's constitutional or
not. You really have to know every nenber and
what they think and what they feel. You've got
to know what they're interested in. You present
your legislation in a way where you reach their
synpathy. If you couldn't get the vote, at |east
you had themw th you. The NRA had the power,
but didn't have the personal contact with the
menbers. They didn't know the nenbers as well as
| did. So that you just use all the tools you
have and stay at it. You ve got to deal a |ot
with the facts. You' ve got to understand the
subject matter. Sonetinmes there's a great study
of an issue.
If I could just deduce sonething fromwhat you
just said, then, in ternms of termlimtations,
does that nean that, say, in the future that

assenbl ypersons would be nore likely to fal
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under the influence of |obbyists |ike the NRA,
because they don't have the experience and they
haven't been there for Iong? Do you think
they' Il play a greater role, outside forces,

t hen?
They don't have anybody with real know edge or
any experience to deal with the subjects. So
that 1| would no longer in the first six years be
able to get nmy bill through whereby the state is
today enjoying a billion dollars a year
addi ti onal revenues frominterest incone. Today
there would be a bullet that could go through
your house, kill you, and go out the other side
of the building. You can see what drive-by
shooting would be without ny bullet bill being in
exi stence. There's a |lot nore people alive today
because of the fight | put up to beat the NRA

It was very difficult. The few years |later
when they had the big open session of the
assenbly on gun control, we called all the
experts up, including the attorney general, to
testify. Wen the NRA guy got up he tal ked about
how t hey had supported the anti-police-killer

| egislation, but did not refer to ne. | could
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have had a great deal of joy taking that son of a
gun on and laying himout on the aisle. But it
woul d have been of no purpose, no value. And no
use getting into a fight, unless you need to wn.
But it's interesting to find that President
Clinton is now noving in that direction to give
the police and the public nore protection. O
course, he's taking the NRA on. M/ defeat of
themon the bill was indicative of everything
t hat can be done. Later on, M ke Roos took them
on on the gun control bill, and he beat them W
have some control laws now Termlimts would
have obvi ated that.
Was t he hardest part of your bill getting it
t hrough Ways and Means? Was it easier after
that? Was that the toughest part of the fight?
Yeah. They don't want to attract the publicity

they get if they go through the second house.

The bill really becones alive when it passes out
of one house. It's tougher to overturn the
deci sion of one house if it's a new bill. They

can't play all the ganes and affect it. Also the
enbarrassnment of |osing gets pretty great, you

know. That's what stung the nost, because it's
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too difficult to make any sensible argunent to
try to protect the existence of a bullet that has
no use, except to kill policenen. Wen you |ay
it out sinply, and they're opposing it.... The
peopl e who wote to ne and the people who tal ked
to me are the people | went out to see in ny
district. Very puzzling why the NRA woul d oppose
that bill. Not often do you get anybody go to
that length to win it, you know.

Ontermlimtations, | guess all the bills
|"ve tal ked about, and how long it takes to get a
bill through.... That's inpossible because no
| onger do you have an experienced |egislator who
under st ands the constitution, understands the
| aws of the state, understands the strategies and
knows the nenbers. So you're totally left with
surface legislation. Termrestrictions handicap
anything with a great deal of depth that takes
time to fight, like the fight I had against the
| obbyi sts on the investnent of public funds issue
and with the NRA. The kinds of bills I was
carrying were the ones that for other people
[were] too tough to carry.

What do you think is going to happen to the
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assenbly, as a result of this, in the near
future? How is business going to be conducted?
What's going to determne things if there are no
seasoned | egi sl ators there?

Well, the |obbyists will control and the

adm nistration will control. For instance, when
you have a nenber there who is carrying a bil
that may be unpopul ar to the bureaucracy, the
bureaucrats can win by del aying the process.
Who's going to run the |egislature? There wl]l
be m stakes and | ack of constructive sol utions.
You can have bad publicity; newspapers |ike bad
publicity. They love to attack | egislators.
They have fun with the |egislature doing that.
They sell newspapers, or they think they do.

But the legislators really are the
representatives of the people. That's basic.
That's the formof the governnent we have. Wen
we start tying the legislators' hands, so they
can't do this and they can't do that, they can't
represent the people anynore. You know, |'m gl ad
| didn't have to have a two-thirds vote of the
Ways and Means Conmittee to get out the bullet

bill. That would have beat nme and any ot her
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BANE: anti -special -interest legislation. You |ose one-
third of the vote because of the two-thirds vote
because you' ve got people who are absent, people
who are sick, all that, menbers who are confused,
and nenbers that don't want to get involved in
sonme hot issue. You can pile up a third of that
| egislature very fast. So the legislature is in
bad repute because they don't do anyt hing.
That's an exaggeration that they don't do
anything. They do lots of things. But the
controversial things, there's no use trying,
because you can al nost count on a third of the
peopl e voting agai nst you on anything. Because
if you don't understand sonething, the easiest
thing is to vote no or not vote. Then, if
sonebody questions [you] about it, you say,
"Well, the bill wasn't clear. The bill did this.
The bill did that.” They could slough it off.
I'"d say that the initiative systemin
California, when it was designed by Hiram[W]
Johnson, was a good denocratic people's issue.
But what has happened to it is the only people
maki ng use of it are the big corporations, or

sone really special interest bloc who has the
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nmoney. They can raise the noney to take up their
| egislation and use a | ot of nobney advertising to
convi nce the people they should do it. Now, they
may pick an issue that has lots of subtle effects
to it that are not apparent on the top. But
then, they don't tal k about those subtle effects.
They talk on the main issue. So they pick the
i ssue, doctor the bill, and then present it for
signature. They've got the noney to get the
signatures. They've paid the people to get the
things circulated and paid themto get the
signatures and put it on the ballot. Then they
use the publicity and all the techniques used in
fooling the public.

There are certain attenpts to correct the
ill nesses. But the people do not want to give up
t he power of being able to address their own
feelings on issues and address their own bills.
They will eventually repeal the termlimtations.
It will be along tine before they do it. Wo's
going to put the signatures together, and all the
nmoney and all the expense? So the correcting of

the ills is expensive; | think it will be with us
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a long tine.

[ End Tape 10, Side A]

[ Begi n Tape 10, Side B]

BANE:

| SCARDI :

BANE:

| think that pretty well covers the issues that
are extraordi nary and took the greatest anount of
work to get through.

Let ne ask you one follow-up to what you' ve just
been tal king about. In | ooking back over your
career, it seens |ike Jesse Unruh and yourself,
certainly in the later fifties, early sixties,
were instrunental in creating a different kind of
| egislature in California, a different kind of
assenbly, a nore independent, a nore

prof essional, a nore aggressive kind of assenbly
structure. Do you see termlimts as ending
that? Do you think it has the potential to do
that? O as a setback to that ideal?

See, we did sonething else, too. One policy that
we i nvoked was not 100 percent proper. In
creating a better legislature, we created a
position in each person's office where they could
hire a consultant. The consultant was to be
approved by the Rules Commttee in terns of

quality. W also established a rule that had
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some debate--and a justifiable debate--that we
not allow the position, which was going to be
hi gher paid, to be filled by any incunbent staff
person. That on the face of it raised a | ot of
guestions as to what's fair or not. But we al so
knew t hat sone nmenbers woul d be under the
pressure of their secretary to hire themto be
the consultant and give thema raise in pay. So
if you allowed that to happen, then we woul d make
no headway as far as quality was concerned. Just
sonebody woul d be getting nore noney. W had a
real strong battle over that. | fought very hard
for that policy. | would say Jesse backed ne. |
don't think he was very happy in backing ne, but
he knew what | was saying was practically right,
you know. So as long as | took the heat for the
bad policy, he let me do it. [Laughter]

[ Laughter] In your years, Tom you served under
probably a nunber of speakers, but certainly two
of the nost controversial and powerful in the
history of California politics, with Jesse Unruh
and Wllie Brown. In |ooking back now, what do
you t hink makes an effective speaker? What

qualities?
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Basically, he has to be very intelligent to be
able to cope with all the issues. He has to be
very intelligent. And Jesse Unruh was a very
intelligent man, very conpetent man. He could
sit in a roomand have a couple of conversations
going on and listen to both of them He was a
very sensitive man. He was really tortured as
speaker because the public zeroed in on him A
ot of pain and a I ot of suffering by the speaker
to put up with the publicity that he gets and the
accusations. For instance, WIlie Brown was
constantly accused of being | obbyist controll ed.
He even exenplifies to sone people all the bad
things in politics. He really exenplifies
[ Laughter] what | think are very good features of
a speaker.
Such as?
Extrenmely bright. Extrenely bright. You just
have to have a special brain and extrene
conpetency to handl e ei ghty nmenbers of the
| egi sl ature. Just extrenmely bright. You also
had to pretty well run the house w thout
apparently running it, because of the safeguards

you put up. As | told you, | didn't vote for
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WIllie Brown for speaker because | had nmade ny
commtnent to Howard Bernman. | had a reputation
when | made a comm tnent, that that was it. That
reputation helped ne a great deal in politics
because whatever | said, | would do. They didn't
find me flip-flopping. So that people questioned
how | can nove between WIllie Brown.... Not
supporting himfor speaker and noving into his
operation. He had a very clear understanding
that 1| was reliable and I was loyal. | kept ny
word. So | was able to find nyself in the battle
of the speakership, and com ng out of it not
scat hed, because it was nothing personal. But
the quality Speaker WIllie Brown has is his
extreme brilliance. WIllie is extrenely
brilliant. He always has to be very careful and
has to have a great deal of integrity.

But you know, the biggest attack on a speaker
was on WIllie Browmn. They used every techni que
they had to cut himup, including racial. And
t hey appealed to the general feeling of a |ot of
people in the public such as, "Wy should this
bl ack have | uxurious cars, sporty clothes, and

dress well, when | don't have it?" But he got
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hi msel f through school. He got hinself in the
| aw busi ness. Hi s conpetency as a | awyer was
recogni zed throughout the United States. W
woul d have neetings with him and he woul d have
to take off and fly to Chicago because his
clients in the East wanted to talk to him and
the only way they could talk to himwas to neet
hi m hal fway. So he would be at a neeting in
Chicago. He'd fly there. They'd fly to Chicago.
And WIllie would be back that sane day, after he
had t he neeti ng.
Sounds |i ke you need a trenendous amount of
energy as well.
Oh, he does have. WIlIlie Brown has trenmendous
energy. Sonebody needed to talk to him and I'd
arranged for that at one of the dinners he had.
After dinner was over, we'd neet with WIllie and
we' d di scuss issues. There was Wllie, who had
been on the go all day long. After dinner, he
was | eani ng against the wall in a hotel hallway--
it was because he was so tired, it was hard to
stand up--and carrying on a conversation with
sonebody who felt he needed to talk to the

speaker. And he worked very hard. Just
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hardworking. So that's another quality they have
to have, willingness to work | ong and hard, and
al so neglect your famly life and everything el se
to be speaker. | never wanted to give up that
much. | love ny wife. She's the nost inportant
thing in the world to ne. Nobody can be nore
important to a speaker than the speakership. In
order to be a good speaker, you've got to give up
everything, give everything to that. | never
wanted to go that far, you know. And today, |
have a good famly life. [I'mnot saying Wllie
doesn't have a good life. | think he does, but
not the depths of a good nmarriage, not the depths
t here.

Let ne ask you, Tom Your career, wth your
hiatus in the private sector, does span quite a
few decades--right?--fromthe late fifties

t hrough 1990. Over that period of tinme, over
thirty years, did the assenbly change very nuch?
Do you see it changing as an institution at all?
There was change fromthe poor educational
gquality of the nenbers through salary increases.
So fromthe period after you effected your

changes in the md-sixties up until the tinme you
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left, was it pretty nuch the sane? Nothing
changed quite as drastically as those early years
you were there?

No. | think every year the quality of the

i ndi vi dual nmenbers of the | egislature has

i mproved.

Ch, truly.

I''m not sure, since termlimtations, that stil
applies.

Uh-huh. But at |east up until your final years
there, you think that was on a constant increase.
Yeah. The quality of the nmenbers was constantly
i mprovi ng over the period I was in. It didn't
all happen at once. It just took us sone tinme to
bring that about. But then, it had the quality
of | eadership, a quality of nenbers. They al
becane | eaders.

[ Laughter] Did that prove to be a problem as
Jesse thought it would be?

Well, it's very difficult to.... Except that
Wllie Browmn had a problemw th ne, you know. |
knew what ny principles of the world were and ny
positions on issues. They becone very clear in

your mnd. Because with these bills com ng
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t hrough, a hundred of them a day, you've got to
take a | ook at them and say, "Does this violate
any of my principles?" You ve got to read the
bill and be able to tick off imedi ately where
you are and would it violate any of your
principles. WIIlie Brown never asked ne for a
vote in all the years | served as Rul es chairman.
Now, that's hard for anybody to believe, because

| liked himvery nuch and respected himvery

much. | saw firsthand the effects of his
brilliancy and his | eadership. One day there was
a bill up before the legislature dealing with
optonetry. | had a strong belief in aiding the

devel opnent of alternative forns of nedicine.

Ch, | think you nmentioned that one. You were on
opposite sides on that issue, right?

Yeah.

Yeah.

| worked with himall day |long, toward the end of
a session, early in the norning, and |l ate at

ni ght, when | had the assignnment to see that
certain bills got through and to strai ghten out
sonme problens. 1'd be working the floor, and

we'd be discussing themall day long. | sat
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there waiting for himto ask ne. He never did.
| renenber he called Lou Papan in once. Lou was
about as tough a legislator as you could find,
you know. Lou got up and changed his vote. He
didn't even blush when he was changing it. Tough
guy as the speaker. But he never asked ne.

| SOARDI : Let me ask you, Tom You go fromvoting agai nst
WIllie Brown, supporting Berman for the
speakership initially in 1990, and a few years
|ater, you're chairman of the Rules Commttee.
How do you becone chairnman of the Rules Commttee

under WIllie Brown's speakership?

BANE: Well, | don't think it was difficult because I
never personalized any of the battles. | don't
hat e Republicans. | just don't vote agai nst

Republ i cans, you know. They're human bei ngs.
They represent their district. So | never had a
feeling of hating Republicans.

For instance, M ke Roos was majority fl oor
| eader. | was assistant speaker pro tenpore, and
| was presiding over the legislature. And

Mountj oy, who is Peck's bad boy, ! causes the

! George W/ bur Peck wote Peck's Bad Boy and H s Pa and
ot her Peck's bad- boy stories.




313
BANE: Denocrats trouble all the tinme. M ke Roos
figured, "Well, I'"ma Denocrat, I'mloyal, I'm
strong. | won't hesitate whatsoever in noving
hi m out of order.” M ke Roos got up and noved
Mountj oy out of order. | ruled against M Kke.
"He's not out of order. He has a right to do
that. Everyone has certain rights, and he's got
aright to do that.”™ Muntjoy cane up after the
nmeeti ng was over and wanted to thank ne because
he knew it was very sinple for ne to nove hi m out
of order. They can take it on the floor, and the
Denocratic najority would support the speaker,
t he speaker pro tenpore or whatever. Be sinple
to nove himout of order. But that was not
right. There are certain rights a nenber has on
that floor, Denocrat or Republican, good or bad.
Mount j oy had taken a right and was causing the
Denocrats a | ot of enmbarrassnment. M theory is
he intended to do that. But Muntjoy al ways had
his right to speak when he was a nenber of the
Rules Commttee. |'d never |let anybody cut him
of f, because he had a job he had to do.
Soneti mes he was going to speak to the press

| at er anyway, so you might as well let himget it
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of f his chest.

| renmenber an instance in which sonebody had
made an accusation agai nst ny adm nistrative
assi stant --the chief executive officer was ny
adm ni strative assistant--as having a financi al
interest in sone bill that this nmenber had. He
was trying to get it referred to the wong
commttee. Mst people had a clear understandi ng
of how bills are assigned. He did everything in
t he book, including accusing ny admnistrative
assistant of having a financial interest. So |
called a special neeting of the Rules Conmittee
and just laid out the situation. | even brought
t he menber down and tal ked about the bill. W
really tal ked about the issue of accusing
[ Robert] Bob Connelly of having a financia
interest. And Bob couldn't let that rest. So |
had a cl osed neeting on it, and the nenber backed
off. He said, "No. You m sunderstood ne.
didn't nean that."

So in that neeting, Muntjoy said, "I've
known M. Connelly for a long tinme, and | don't
think he would |l et any financial interest

interfere with any of his decisions.” So Dick
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Mount j oy was always fair and square. He said,
"1've been a nmenber of the Rules Commttee for
fourteen years.” WIllie Brown was sitting in
t here, because he knew about the neeting. |
said, "Fourteen years?" He said, "Yes, fourteen
years." | said, "Boy, M. Muntjoy, it seens a
| ot longer than that." [Laughter] WIIlie Brown
practically fell off the chair. Muntjoy was a
tussle. He was a tussle, but he'd only go so
far.
So WIlie Brown nmust have appreciated these
characteristics in your approach.
WIllie was having trouble with Rules. Jesse
Unruh told him "Look, nmake Bane Rul es chairman
and get rid of all those troubles.”
Real ly? He did? [Laughter]
| also told you somewhere al ong the tape about
when Wllie cane to see nme in San Francisco, when
he was running for speaker. WIIlie Brown cane
and net ne in San Francisco, and was seeking ny
support. | said, "WIllie, I"'mtotally commtted
to Leon Ral ph, and whonmever he wants for speaker,
he has ny vote. He's the only nenber up there

t hat gave nme any hel p or assistance or
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consol ation when | was running for reelection.
He's the only one. And all | could do for himin
returnis, if he needs nme to support sonebody for
speaker"--Leon Ral ph was Rul es chairnman at the
time--"Leon can count on nmy vote." And Wllie
said, "You know, Tom you're going to be on the
| osing side.” | said, "WIlie, win or |lose, |'ve
got nmy commtnent. |If it ends up where Leon
Ral ph and | are the only two guys voting for the
| osing speaker, that's the way it's going to be."
| renmenber himsaying, "I admre your
principles.”

Later on, he was chairing a conmttee. You
can't ignore Wllie. He's just too bright. He's
too valuable. So he had a chai rnmanshi p under Leo
McCarthy. And | was over presenting a bill.

Sonme nenbers of the commttee agreed to the bill,

but they were afraid what the senate woul d do

withit. | said, "Well, if the senate does
[anything], 1'Il bring the bill back to this
commttee. |If anybody wants me to bring the bill
back to this conmttee, I'll do that. And this

comrmittee gets the last shot at the bill." |

remenber, again, | was very pleased. The nenbers



| SOARDI
BANE:

317
said, "How can we be sure he'll do that?" And
WIllie said, "Apparently, you don't know Tom
Bane.”" So I'll say that that answers your
guesti on.

[ Laughter] Truly does.

That answers your question. The only thing you
have really in politics in the legislature is
your vote and your word. That's the only thing
you have. | felt that way. And | never broke a
commtnent all the tine | was up there. The
menbers knew that, and Wllie knewit. So it was
very easy. WIllie did give ne a rough tinme right
after the--not a rough tine--right after he got

to be speaker. When he was at the reception,

gave ny consol ation, you know. He said, "I just
won. Wat do you nean a consol ation?" | said,
"The tine will cone.” And it canme. WIIlie never

asked nme for ny vote when he ran for speaker--the
Republ i cans supported himand he ran for
speaker - - because he knew where |1'd be. No natter
what, that's where I'|Il be. He said, "Tom nake
an appointnment with ny secretary. Let's talk.”

| said, "OK." So | made an appointnent with the

secretary. Wen the tinme came up for the
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appoi ntmrent, he canceled. He had sonething el se
to do, whatever it was. So | reset it. W nmade
anot her appointnent. Wen it canme up, sane
thing. He had to cancel it. So that took care
of ny negotiation nmeeting with Wllie Brown in ny
mnd. And so tine went on. One day, his
secretary talked to ny secretary--they happened
to be relatives--"By the way, Tomwanted to neet
with the speaker. Does he still want to do
that?" "l don't know. [|'Il talk to him" So |

said, "No. He broke two appointnents. That's

enough. | don't want to talk to him" "So you
mean that?" And | said, "Goddamm, right. | nean
it." So she goes back to tell WIllie Brown's

secretary, and she was stunned that | woul d not
nmeet with the speaker. [Laughter] Anyway, |
told his myjjority floor leader.... | can't
remenber his name. A fellow fromup north, he
becanme a congressman. | said, "I renenber | was
talking to you the other day. You were going to
talk to Wllie for ne." | said, "Don't do it."
"And why not?" "Because |'ve just conme to the
conclusion that I don't want to talk to him"

That weekend | got a call fromWIIlie Brown. And
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you know, it crossed ny mnd that he has
sonmething nore inportant to do than talking to
me. He was just a busy guy. But there it was.
It's a question of honor, self-respect. A guy
breaks two appointnments with you when he suggests
you nmake them You can't waste your tinme with
him So he apologized. He told ne sonme of the
troubl es he was having. But | was never a
pussyf oot .

Truly. Tom do you have any thoughts on the

rel ati ons between the assenbly and the senate?
Now, you headed up the Joint Rules Conmttee,
didn't you?

Yeah, | was chairman of the Joint Rules
Committee, because the agreenent between the
senate and the assenbly was that whoever was

chai rman of the Rules Conmittee in the assenbly
becane chairman of the Joint Rules Conmittee, and
the vice chairman of the Joint Rules Conmittee
was a senator. So with ny spot as chairman of
the Rules Committee in the assenbly, | inherited
t he position of chairman of Joint Rules.

How i nportant was that commttee?

Well, it was a job to do. You get senators to
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come to neetings and neet the quorum from both
sides. It took sone persuasion, personal
persuasions. W ran a |lot of the business of
bot h houses fromthat point. The nost inportant
part of that job was the relationship between the
chai rman of the Rules Conmmittee in the assenbly--
the chairman of Joint Rules--and the governor's
of fi ce, because the governor has certain controls
over the chanbers and buildings. The Joint Rules
Comm ttee had a power over the building. Lou
Papan was in a constant battle with the
governor's office. One day, he kicked all of the
governor's staff out of the garage.

So did you have nany dealings in that position
with the governor?

Oh, | was always very cooperative with the
governor. | felt that building belonged to the
people of the state of California. And he was
the governor. |If he wanted to use it, he should
have a right to use it. So that was the basis of
nmy reasoning. He was the governor. |If he wants
to have a reception at such and such a tinme and
at such and such a place with people, he should

be able to do that. So we didn't run into any
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real problem Had sone differences a coupl e of
times, but nothing critical. Any other
guesti ons?

Yes.

[ End Tape 10, Side B]

[ Begi n Tape 11, Side A]

| SOARDI

BANE:

Wel |, perhaps, Tom as a way of wapping it up,
why don't you respond to a couple of big
guestions. In |ooking back on a life in
California politics, what do you think of the
experience as a whole? And perhaps sonet hi ng of
your | ooki ng back now, your philosophy, maybe
about politics and what it can acconpli sh.

Well, the experience as a whole, | think I've had
a wonderful life. As a nenber of the assenbly,
you' ve got experts fromall over the world cone
before the comm ttee on sone issue or sone bills.
You get to neet the president of the United
States and the candi dates for president of the
United States. But the whole experience, it's a
| earni ng experience, if you |like to learn. You
|l earn a great deal in that life. It's a
challenging life, not an easy life.

| think I nmade it easier on nyself than lots
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of people in politics, who have difficulty making
up their mnds and squirmover voting this way or
voting that way, or doing this or doing that. |
really had a very sinple rule. What was right
was right. Wat's right for me, you know. It
m ght not have been right for sonebody el se, but
| had to live with nyself. It nakes it kind of
difficult always to satisfy everybody when you
take that viewpoint. But ny life was really
sinplified, | think, conpared to other people's
lives.

The fact that | can nmake a conmmitnent to
Howar d Berman and support himin every nove for
t he speakership, and Wllie Brown won--that's the
way the process is--and | can go over to Wllie
Brown right after that. Speakership battles are
very, very, very vicious, you know, and |ong
lasting, but | didn't find it so because of ny
princi ples and practices of your word is your
bond and staying with your conmtnents. It's the
kind of people that any speaker wants around.
And [I] never got personal with it. | never
hated WIllie Browmn or nade attacks on him |

kept ny comm tnent when | voted for Howard Bernman
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for speaker. | made that coommitnent. | didn't
know who was going to be the opponent at the
time, but that's where it was. It didn't keep ne
frombeing loyal to WIlie and supporting him
because the Rules chairman really protects the
back of the speaker a great deal. He has to have
sonebody there that he could trust and is smart
enough to be able to protect his back.

Do you feel the process of being a | egislator
over that period of tine changed you personally
in any way? Do you have any sense of that?

Oh yes. The education | got was better than you
coul d ever get at any college. [Laughter] You
understand that the issues that affect the |ives
of people and the Iife of the state all cane
before the legislature. A few people sit in
commttee neetings and listen to the experts in
the world and experts in the United States,
nationally, who cone before the legislature. You
get a chance to ask them questions. Wat a
school. What a school. And the difficulty about
it was the early years were all easy. You gain
nore noney in the budget every year. Sonetines

you run across trouble for the governor on a bill
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or sonmething. | becanme well-known as the person
who had sonmething to say about what the houses
did, what the nenbers did, and how the
| egi sl ators operated. The governor paid
attention to that so |I had influence on the
governor. | had some influence on the president
of the United States when he was running for
of fice, you know. How could you beat that kind
of Iife? How could you beat that? And the
education and the learning. The whol e excitenent
of it. Just how could you beat it? You're in a
position to work with people and work with al
ki nds.

You had to be able to understand who you
could trust, who you couldn't, and who you pick
your struggles with. But | had friends anong
Republ i cans as well as Denocrats. | presune that
gave WIllie sone problens that he never
mentioned. He also had to put up with ny
characteristics, you know But the thing a
speaker needs nost, and has very few of, is
sonebody they can have total trust in. |
mai nt ai ned that position. | didn't have mnuch

difficulty making up nmy mnd as sone of the
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politicians did. Sonetines | made political
deci sions which they weren't totally happy wth,
but I rmade them and stood by them Can you
satisfy your own integrity and keep your self-
respect? That's the inportant thing.
And you feel you acconplished that?
Yes. | feel that. I|I'msatisfied with ny life,
satisfied with nmy acconplishnments. | went as far
as | wanted to go politically, that was as
chai rman of Rules. [Laughter] | had the
whol ehearted help of a fantastic wife, Marlene.
We worked side by side in doing the chores of
representing our district. Mch of ny success is
because of her. | had the enjoynent of working
with WIllie Brown, who's really one of the
brightest men that | think ever wal ked those
halls in the state legislature. | feel pains
wi th himwhen he takes a beating on raci al
issues. The thing's unfair. | feel deeply
synpat hetic and share in his pain. | probably
woul d have had a fewless problens if | hadn't
been as strong in supporting himas | had been.
But | just think he's a wonderful man. The

brain. The nenory.
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I"l'l give exanpl es, maybe | have before. |
think the first time | realized that WIllie Brown
had a brain was when | felt, like everybody el se
did, [that] he was a trenendous orator, very
influential. | went through a period of
listening to himbecause he was very interesting,
and | was casting a few votes that were
i nfl uenced by him He nade it seem so | ogi cal
and | guess they were logical, except it didn't
fit in nmy district. A couple of instances where

| voted not on course with ny district, the

people | represented. | shook ny head and said,
"My God, what am| doing? | let this guy talk ne
into this. [Laughter] 1'Il have to run for

office in San Franci sco because |I'mnot going to
make it in ny district.” So after that, | pretty
wel | made up nmy mind on issues before | |istened
to him because he sat right in front of ne when
he wasn't the speaker. But | listened to him
and 1'd say, "WIIlie"--[when] he'd get through--
"great speech. But you didn't tell them..."
[ Laught er ]

The joys | still have in life are the people

| nmet when in office, | worked with and knew
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Al different kinds. A lot of good, great people
are up there. | don't share the stuff that
| egi slators don't care, because |'ve seen
physi cal fights on the floor over an issue. |[|'ve
seen the pain on a nenber's face when they |ose a
bill or all the joy when they win a vote. And I
had ny own enjoynments on legislation. Strangely
enough, since |I've been out, | never thought that
| would [make] the kind of inpression on the
public that concerns ny own integrity, and what
kind of person | was. But | found out that a | ot
of people did respect ne, and that neans a lot to
you.
Truly.
| had sonebody call up here just a couple of
weeks ago. "I've had a hard tinme getting this
nunber. This really Tom Bane's nunber?"

My wife said, "Yes."

He said, "I just want to tell him give hima
nmessage, would you pl ease?"

She said, "I will."

"CGet his ass back in Sacranento."
[ Laughter] Who was it?

| don't know. "Get his ass back in Sacranento."
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He said, "Ever since he's left, that place has
been a ness.” Well, | will say |I got a push out
of that.
Truly. Tom any final thoughts about California
politics and what it's been |like for the | ast
thirty, forty years, and where you m ght think
it's going?
Yeah. | have concerns, but then sonetines I'm
afraid that parents generally think that what
happens to the kids is they're all going to the
dogs. | want to be careful that |I don't fal
into that kind of a trap
Yeah.
But | guess the thing that's concerned ne the
nost i s when the people vote against us for
things they believe in because they're fool ed
intoit or led into it. Sone groups set us up to
vote against, and [it's] an illogical vote to
vote at all. Howin the world can you run a
state and take care of the people if they won't
even vote for thensel ves because they don't
understand. |'m concerned about term
l[imtations. The public seens to be enhanced and

charmed with the thought of termlimtations.
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California got its way, and we have it raising
its head in Congress. You can inmagine the
di saster it has been to California governnent and
the effect in representing people. Disastrous.
The chaos that we do to ourselves. That's what
we will have in Congress is people with no
experience. | can only have the feeling that
peopl e have the right to do it: vote what they
want and support anything they want to support.
They have a right to do that, but they al so have
a duty to understand what they're doing.

| have synpathy with the public because the
public has no way at all of ever finding out what
the truth is about what's going on in Sacranento,
for instance. No way. They can't take the tine
to becone totally aware, and they're not clair-
voyant. | think the initiative system nakes it
i npossible to run a governnent, a budget, and a
state by initiative process. That's not going to
go away, because to do it you have to take a
right away fromthe people. Although the right
turns up results that are wong, to take the
right away is sonething I don't think that the

public will do and | don't think the legislators
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will do it either, because they have the right to
do that. So in California you' ve given themthe
right to weck our state is what it is.

Everybody fears bureaucracy. |In California
the bureaucrats didn't |ike legislators. They
had a tendency to figure, well, they [the
bureaucrats] are in here permanently, and the
| egislators just tenporarily. But after a
| egi sl ator has been there a while, they didn't
seem so tenporary. So a new | egislator had no
effect on the bureaucrats. |f sonmebody had been
there sonme length of tinme, was seasoned, they
didn't feel [they were] going to go away. So
they had to pay attention to the legislature
because they couldn't tell which ones were going
to be there and who was going to be tenporary.
However, at this point now, they're al
tenporary. Al legislators are tenporary. So
there's no reason for a bureaucrat to pay any
attention to a |l egislator representing the
peopl e, because they aren't going to be there for
that long. So they would go about their way and
figure if anybody wants to give themtroubl e,

they won't be around very |ong anyway. They're
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not tenporary.
| guess the main aspect of it is good

| egislators are not made in a six-year period.
You know, it's like General Mdtors [ Corporation]
or any of these big corporations [who] have a man
that's been running their business for years and
years, and [he's] high quality, understands the
busi ness, and is very, very effective. You pass
a law saying, "I have to be fired,” and it
doesn't make sense. It doesn't nake sense in the
state to destroy your effective and experienced
[ peopl €], running the governnent out of office
strictly because they' ve had too much experience.
Let's see, termlimtations will be a disaster
when it hits our federal government, which it
will. But then, civilizations have grown and
fallen before. So I've a lot of concerns about
California politics. |1've cone to the
conclusion, if I were there, things would be
different, you know. [Laughter]
[ Laughter] Well, Tom would you like to |eave it
on that note? O do you have any final thoughts?
Anything at all that we m ght have skipped or

anything you' d like to sign off with?
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No. | guess | would just hope there are enough
young peopl e who enjoy challenge. The chall enge
in running for office today and being an el ected
official is very great. Because officials
t hensel ves, everybody is against. [They] wll
pi ck up any stone they can agai nst an incunbent
| egi sl ator because they want his job, they want
to sell newspapers, or they want their party to
have the power to do this. The confrontationa
press, | think, has contributed to the dem se of
respect for people in office. And what that's
ended up is qualified people won't run for office
because they don't want to be classified as a
politician, which the press has deneaned to the
poi nt that anybody who's a politician has to be
di srespected and not trusted. So a |ot of things

get back to trust.

Yeah.
There are still a few people who | want to
chal | enge when they run for office. [It's kind of

a shanme that you create a job that is so
important to your |ife--how you create a job and
the system of governnment is so inportant--then

you spend all your tinme criticizing them
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denmeani ng them and accusi ng them of everything to
the point that too many people run for office
because they think they can get away with so
much, so they becone a legislator. So | would
hesitate today in advising anybody to go into
politics, even though | enjoyed it so nuch. A
| ot of satisfaction, self-satisfaction with it.
It's great living with the self-satisfaction if
you get some appreciation fromthe public for
what you do, and you get nore and nore self-
satisfaction. |It's tougher and tougher when the
publ i ¢ deneans you.

My wife and | have gone on crui ses, and we
woul d never | et anybody admit what mnmy occupation
was. We took a trip together into the Far East.
What |'mtal king about are the people on the
ot her side of the Pacific. W' ve taken those
trips. W decided we wanted to get sone break
frompolitics, so that's the first trip we took.
We canme back and went to the shore, "Aren't you
Tom Bane?"

Did you deny it? [Laughter]
Kind of hard to deny. But it neant that we paid

for sone side trips in going wwth the group, so
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t he whol e group ended up knowi ng I was Tom Bane.
Al of them had their conplaints. So we ended up
renting a car and a driver, and our side trips
and travel we did by ourselves. W found out, by
the way, that that's really the best way to go.

| SOARDI : No question. Yeah.

BANE: So it has its pluses and mnuses. | think |I've
participated in the better years of California's
life. 1 want to thank you because you' ve forced
me to renmenber what a great joy it was.

| SOARDI : Oh, that's been a pleasurable task. Thank you
very much for sharing all this.

[ End Tape 11, Side A]



